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Pennsylvania Man 
Sets Delaware 
Fishing Record

LEWES, Del. - A Pennsylvania 
man has set a new state record in the 
Delaware Sport Fishing Tournament 
with a 17.1-pound fish, DNREC of-
ficials confirmed today.

David Walker, of Boothwyn, Pa., 
says he caught the sheepshead on 
September 29 in the lower Delaware 
Bay over a rock pile on a green crab. 
It measured in at 28 inches long and 
24 inches around, he said.

The catch is recognized as a 
Delaware record since the fish was 
caught from a boat that left from and 
returned to a Delaware port.

The previous record holder was 
Christopher Wentz, who caught a 
15.11-pound sheepshead in 2012.

Striped Bass Survey 
Reveals Healthy 2014 
Reproduction in Md.

The Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources today announced 
that the 2014 juvenile index ─ a 
measure of striped bass spawning 
success in Chesapeake Bay ─ is 
11.0, nearly equal to the 61-year 

average of 11.7. The results indicate 
a healthy level of reproduction for 
Maryland’s state fish.

“These findings reinforce that, 
although the coastal striped bass 
population has recently decreased 
from historically high levels, the 
spawning stock in the Chesapeake 
Bay is capable of producing healthy 
year-classes as defined in the Atlan-
tic States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion (ASMFC) Striped Bass Man-
agement Plan,” said DNR Fisheries 
Service Director Tom O’Connell. 
“We will continue to work with our 
partners along the Atlantic Coast to 
conservatively manage the striped 
bass population.”

Striped bass, also called rockfish 
in Maryland, spawn in Chesapeake 
Bay and its tributaries each spring 
when individual females produce 
millions of eggs. The ASMFC’s 
management framework includes 
measures to conserve spawning-

a g e d  f e m a l e 
striped bass to 
ensure adequate 
r e p r o d u c t i o n 
over time. Be-
cause the sur-
vival of striped 
bass eggs and 
larvae is largely 
inf luenced by 
environmental 

factors such as water temperature, 
salinity and flow rates, the annual 
juvenile index naturally varies with 
occasional strong year classes, as 
observed in 2011, intermixed with 
average and below average indices.

Crews visit each survey site col-
lecting fish samples with a 100-foot 
beach seine

DNR biologists survey 22 sites 
in the four major spawning systems 
─ the Choptank, Nanticoke, and 
Potomac rivers, and the Upper Bay. 
This year, they counted more than 
60,000 fish of 56 different species, 
including 1,454 striped bass. The 
crews visit each survey site three 
times during the summer, collecting 
fish samples with two sweeps of a 
100-foot beach seine. To calculate 
the indices, biologists count and then 
average the juvenile fish caught in 
the samples.

State fisheries biologists have 
conducted Maryland’s Juvenile 
Striped Bass Survey every year since 
1954 to track the highly-variable 
reproductive success of these and 
other species including American 
shad and white perch, which also 
had successful spawning seasons.

The Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science’s Juvenile Striped Bass 
Survey returned similar results to 
Maryland this year. 
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By Lenny Rudow

Last Licks
“Hooked on Fishing”

The end is getting near, folks!! Very 
soon the stripers are going to be done 
for the year, with the possible excep-
tion of fishing warm-water discharges 
to satisfy your fishing jones while it’s 
snowing. Are you ready to get in some 
last licks?

This is the time of year that strip-
ers in the 18” to 28” range often feed 
heavily in the mouths of rivers like the 
Severn, South, and West. On the other 
side of the Chesapeake, Eastern Bay, 
the Chester, and parts of the Choptank 
will be on fire. Traditionally, many 
anglers who are willing to brave the 
cold have had success trolling the 
channel edges of these tributaries 
with light tackle and lures like Rat-
L-Traps, bucktails, and plastic shad. 
Others with shallow draft boats like to 
toss similar lures to rip-rap and jetties. 
Yes, these tactics work. And as usual, 
they work best at sunrise and sunset. 
But there’s another method of taking 
stripers in these rivers, one which is 
incredibly productive during all hours 
of the day at this time of year. Want to 
catch more skinny water stripers? It’s 
time for some late season live-lining.

There are two tools you’ll need to 
enjoy this method of fishing: a cast 
net, and a livewell or aerated bucket. 
We’re not talking about those wimpy 
little 6’ cast nets, either. The peanut 
bunker you need for bait moved out of 
the shallows in October, and to catch 
them at this time of the year you need 
a 10’ cast net that will sink fast and 
catch baits in 10’ to 20’ of water. 

Finding the bunker is a lot tougher 
than it was just a month or two ago, 
because they don’t always flip around 
on the surface and give away their 
position. Start by finding a point or 

shelf near the mouth of one of these 
rivers, where the bottom drops off 
from 10’ to 20. Prowl up and down the 
drop while eyeballing your fishfinder, 
looking for clouds of bait. When you 
find them throw the net, and allow it to 
sink all the way to the bottom before 
pulling it up.

Bad news: even with a fast-sinking, 
large-mesh net, most of the bunker will 
swim out from underneath of it. You 
can’t expect a good throw to bring in 
a net brimming with dozens of fish, 
as it did a few months ago. Instead, 
one or two fish is the norm and a three 
fish cast is a great one. As you drop 
them into the well, remember that you 
should keep no more than 12 peanut 
bunker per every five gallons of water 

in your livewell or bucket, or they’ll 
start dying off.

Now make up live bait rigs with 
a swivel at one end, four to five feet 
of 20-lb. fluorocarbon leader, and a 
thin 1/0 or 2/0 short shank hook. Stay 
away from thick live bait style hooks, 
because the peanut bunker will live 
longer and swim better on the thinner 
hooks. Put a ½-oz. egg sinker above 
the swivel, and use light or ultra light 
tackle so the small weight has an easy 
time keeping the bait down near the 
bottom. When you bait up, run the hook 
through the fish’s upper jaw from side 
to side (they live longer this way than 
if you go in through the lower jaw and 
out through the upper jaw). You’ll be 
drifting, so back-hooking the baits 
won’t work well.

When you’re ready to go get the 
stripers, go to one of the spots de-
scribed below or a similar underwater 
feature (bends in the channel edges 
are another good bet), and run your 
boat up-wind of the target zone. Then 
send the bunker over the side, and drift 
over the structure with your baits near 
the bottom. 

Keep an eye out for birds, as you 
fish. You’re a lot more likely to en-
counter pods of rockfish, as opposed 
to large schools, so you can’t usually 
expect a swarm of dozens of birds to 
gather up. But often relatively small 
groups of birds will expose where 
relatively small groups of stripers are, 
even though those birds aren’t really 
“working”. You won’t necessarily 
want to chase these birds, so much as 
prowl the general areas they seem to be 
sticking to while watching your meter 
for one of those 10’ to 20’ drop-offs, 
points, or bends in the channel edge.

Always remember that in all of these 
areas, you’ll do best if you start shal-
lower when the first rays of sunshine 
break the horizon, and move deeper as 
the day progresses. Right at sunrise, 
it’s not uncommon for surprisingly 
shallow 5’ to 7’ drop-offs to be hold-
ing the fish. Heavy cloud cover will 
extend the shallow water’s productive 
time span, and bright sun will reduce 
it. Let plenty of line out when you’re 
fishing in 10’ or less so your bait is 

not directly below the boat. And when 
using peanut bunker for bait, give it a 
three-count before slamming the hook 
home so the striper has time to eat that 
fish. Use these tricks and try these 
types of tributary hotspots, and for a 
few more weeks you can be firing up 
the grill instead of winterizing the boat.

Early and late in the day, expect 
shallow water spots to provide 
the best action. 

Bundle up - there are still some 
fish to be caught!

Travis Quick shows off a late season 
striper, taken in the mouth of the 
West River.
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REGULARS

CREDITS

There are many wonderful promises in the Bible. They are unchange-
able, immutable laws that cannot fail. They can be applied to every area 
of life.
One such set of laws is that of the Laws of the Harvest found in Mark 
chapter four. Our God is a God of order. He runs his universe very sys-
tematically. There are no laws of nature, just the laws of God. 
The first of the Laws of the Harvest is the law of implantation. Sim-
ply put, if there is going to be reaping there must be sowing. Today in 
America we are reaping the harvest that our forefathers planted many 
years ago. Think of the seeds the pilgrims, our founding fathers, and 
the centuries of soldiers who defended our freedom planted so that 
today we could enjoy this abundant harvest. 
Our freedom has not been free, and we must never forget that. This is 
the holiday season where we spend much time remembering. Let us re-
member those who gave us freedom, and let us not forget the next gen-
eration. Today we must be busy planting a harvest for them. The kind 
of America we plant will be the kind of nation our children’s children 
will reap. Galatians 6:7 reads, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”

This was the faith of our fathers and I trust that it is yours.

— MEL BRINDLEY
Pastor

Chestertown, Md., Baptist Church

Faith of Our Fathers

HUNTING

Fishbones bait and tackle inc.
• Fresh
Live Bait 
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SOFT CRABS
PEELERS
RAZOR CLAMS
• Crabbing Supplies
• Rods, Reels, Lures - Lure Making Supplies
• Complete Line of Marine & Boating Supplies
• EXIDE Marine Battery Distributor...& Much Much More!

4729 mountain road - Pasadena, MD 21122

410-360-0573

LIVE BAIT!
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Remembering the Jordan Buck
MISSOULA, Mont.- Ninety-nine 

deer seasons have passed since James 
Jordan pulled the trigger on a gargan-
tuan whitetail that would become one 
of the best-known trophies of all time 
- and still stands as the biggest typi-
cal buck ever taken in the U.S. With 
the 100th Anniversary coming up in 
November, the Boone and Crockett 
Club is pausing to remember a tale 
that remains the stuff of legends.

 "You know a deer hunt has reached 
legendary status when the local com-
munity plans a centennial celebration," 
said Keith Balfourd, marketing direc-
tor for the Club.

 Burnett County, Wis., is hosting the 
Jordan Buck Centennial Extravaganza. 
Festivities include a walking tour of 
the hunt area, art project and raffles 
for a Jordan Buck replica mount and 
a .25-20 lever-action rifle like the one 
carried on the historic hunt.

 Balfourd said, "The popularity of 
hunting in North America, and the 
institutions of sustainable use conser-
vation that hunting supports, rest on 
the shoulders of the whitetail deer. The 
Boone and Crockett Club is proud to 
help celebrate the history, legacy and 
significance of this deer as well as the 
man who brought it to the attention of 
hunters and conservationists around 
the world."

 
The Jordan Buck tale at a glance:
 
1914 - Nov. 20, Jordan, 22, hunts 

with a friend along the Yellow River 
near Danbury, Wis. Jordan kills a doe. 
His friend agrees to drag the doe home 
while Jordan continues the hunt. Jor-
dan tracks a deer into a patch of high 
grass near a railroad. An approaching 
train flushes a big buck. Jordan fires, 
follows the wounded animal and 
finally drops it as it crosses to the 
opposite side of the river. Amazed 
locals estimate the buck's weight at 

close to 400 pounds. A local taxider-
mist offers to mount the head for $5. 
Jordan agrees. Later he discovers the 
taxidermist has moved away leaving 
no trace of his trophy.

 
1964 - In a strange twist a half-cen-

tury later, a distant relative of Jordan's 
buys a massive but crude deer mount at 
a rummage sale in Sandstone, Minn., 
for $3. Jordan is certain it's his long-
lost buck. The new owner requests 
an official scoring by Boone and 
Crockett. The Club scores the antlers 
at 206-5/8 and confirms it as the new 
World's Record typical whitetail but, 
unable to verify Jordan's story, lists 
the hunter as unknown and the hunt 
area as Sandstone, Minn.

 
1968 - The rack is sold to an ant-

ler collector in New Hampshire for 
$1,500. The trophy is remounted with 
a new cape.

 
1977 - Following outdoor writer 

Ron Schara's story about the buck 
in the Minneapolis Star Tribune, the 
Boone and Crockett Club 
re-opens investigation into 
Jordan's claim.

 
1978 - Boone and Crock-

ett officials confirm the story 
and officially recognize Jor-
dan as the hunter and Burnett 
County, Wis., as the location 
taken. Sadly, Jordan had 
passed away two months 
earlier.

 
1993 - After 29 years at the 

top of Boone and Crockett 
records, the Jordan Buck is 
overtaken by Milo Hanson's 
213-5/8 buck from western 
Saskatchewan, Canada.

 
2001 - Bass Pro Shops 

acquires the 
Jordan Buck mount for 
an undisclosed sum. 
The buck is now part 
of a touring collection 
of trophies and seen 
annually by thousands 
of sportsmen.

 
2013 - Through the 

99 deer seasons from 
1914 through 2013, 
Wisconsin produced 
1,057 typical whitetails 
in Boone and Crockett 
records - 324 more than 
second-place Illinois.

 2014 - 100th Anniversary of Jor-
dan's landmark buck.

 
"When we deer hunters dream 

whitetail, we dream big, typical five-
by-fives. That's the most common and 
sought after antler configuration for 
the species. The Jordan Buck certainly 

exceeds that which dreams are made 
of," Balfourd concluded.

Jordan Buck Key Measurements:
53-7/8 inches of mass/circumfer-

ence
30-inch mainbeams on both sides
G1-G4 measurements: 7, 13, 10 

and 7 inches
Only 3-2/8 inches in symmetry 

deductions
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“Tackle Box Tim”
Soft Sticks for 

Largemouth Bass 
O n e  o f 

t h e  m o s t 
s imp l i s t i c 
so f t  lu res 
on the mar-

ket is the stick worm. Senkos, 
Dingers, Bust’ems – whatever 
brand you choose – their function 
is the same. They shimmy down to 
the bottom enticingly. It’s taken me 
a while to get the knack and feel 
for fishing the soft plastics. I have 
increasingly become so confident 
in it that there is a rod with the lure 
tied on when I am bass fishing.

Being an outdoors journalist 
has allowed me to work with some 
amazing fisherman. When it comes 
to fishing stick worms, few are 
better than semi-retired bass pro 
Randy Yarnall, and BFL angler 
Rick Haber. Having learned from 
them how the lure performs and 
how bass respond to it has guided 
me along the way.

Stick worms were designed to 
be fished Texas rigged and weight-
less. Most manufacturers load the 
plastic with salt; which allows 
the bait to sink more quickly that 
lures without. Stick worms shimmy 
down through the water column 
on a horizontal plain. Few other 
baits have this presentation. The 
stereotypical technique is to cast 
it to a target, let it sink, lift and 
let sink again.

Randy is adamant that the most 
important aspect of the Texas-
rigged stick worm is that it must 
be rigged absolutely straight to 
achieve its best performance. 
The point of the hook should 
come up through the center line 
-- imaginary or into the hook slut 
-- of the lure. There should be no 
bend in the worm when rigging 
is complete. A short pitch and re-

trieve will tell you how you did. If 
the bait wavers at all, something 
is out of line. If it tracks straight, 
you’ve got it right.   

In tidal waters, many anglers 
toss stick worms to wood cover. 
The worm is a subtle alternative 
to flipping and pitching jigs and 
crawfish imitators to deadfalls 
along the bank. They are easily 
skipped under overhanging shore-
line trees that bass use for shade. 
Even the average angler should 
be able to skip a stick work with 
spinning gear. 

In spring and fall Randy casts 
stick worms to sparse clumps 
of grass and deadsticks it, often 
times for as long as 30 seconds. 
His favorite outfit is a 6 1/2-foot 
medium/heavy power casting rod 
with a reel spooled with 15-pound-
test monofilament for both wood 
and grass. For his techniques, 
he feels that the worm sinks too 
quickly with fluorocarbon line of 
the same weight. He’s also found 
that the stiffness of braided line 
moves the bait too far and with too 
much ease for his liking. 

In summer Yarnall pitches the 
worms into holes and pockets 
within weed beds. I’ve seen him 
use it to draw strikes from bass by 
sliding it across a matted milfoil 
bed. It’s a great alternative to cast-
ing floating frogs, and the hook up 
ratio is much better. 

He uses a beefy heavy power 
casting rod and loads his reel 
with 65-pound test braided line 
to horse bass out of matted grass. 
Randy prefers a worm hook with 
a spike style keeper over the stan-
dard wide gap hook when working 
heavy grass. 

The keeper allows for easy 
alignment and prevents the worm 

from wadding up on the hook if it 
gets snagged in the grass as with 
fishing the standard worm hook.

Somewhere along the l ine, 
someone decided to fish a stick 
worm wacky style. The wacky rig 
is where you pin the hook through 
the middle of the worm and let it 
hang balanced off of each side. 
Sometimes “balanced” means that 
one side is slightly shorter than the 
other depending on which worm 
you use. Rick Haber has mastered 
dock fishing wacky stick. The 
technique played a huge part in his 
winning the 2012 BFL Shenandoah 
Division Angler of the Year title. 

The wacky stick worm falls 
though the water with an arc. When 
you lift it, the arc is reversed and 
the lure quakes feverishly. You can 
actually feel the vibration when 
fishing with a sensitive rod and 
braided line. What a phenomenal 
way to fish the lure. With an ex-
posed hook, or hook with a light 
snag guard, it is best fished around 
sparse cover. 

Haber’s dock fishing technique 
is all about skipping the wacky 
rigged stick worm. On sunny days 
boat docks provide shade for bass. 
The only way to get far back under 
a dock is to skip the worm. A fast 
action rod works best for skipping. 
It allows for more accuracy than 
does a rod with a moderate action. 

He uses a stiff 7-foot medium/
heavy spinning outfit. He prefers 
10-pound-test fluorocarbon line 
and a small octopus hook. Fluo-
rocarbon provides him with the 
sink rate in which he has the most 

confidence. 
Over the past year I’ve heard 

that the bass fishery in Middle 
River has been on the comeback. 
I thought I’d find out first hand. 
Middle River is chock full of docks, 
with eel grass and milfoil in some 
areas. After having observed Rick 
work the dock pattern to perfection 
on the Elk River some years ago, I 
thought it would be the right course 
to take to find bass in Middle River.

My set up differs from Rick’s. It 
helps me feel what is going on with 
them lure. I use a 6 1/2-foot me-
dium power spinning outfit spooled 
with 20-pound-test braided line. I 

use a 3-foot length of 15-pound-
test fluorocarbon line for a leader 
and tie on a 1/16-ounce weighted 
wacky worm hook with a light wire 
snag guard.

It took me a couple of trips to 
find bass in Middle River, but 
they responded well to the wacky 
stick worm. Main river docks were 
where the better fish came from. On 
two trips I landed a 5-pound bass 
and a 6-pound bass merely a few 
docks apart. Docks in feeder creeks 
held bass from runts to 3-pound-
ers. The wacky stick worm helped 
me determine that bass in Middle 
River are, indeed, on the rebound. 

My confidence and proficiency 
with stick worms, thanks to Randy 
and Rick, has growth with every 
pitch, cast, and skip of the bait. 

In the last two years I have used 
their techniques to catch some of 
my most memorable largemouth 
bass. 

Tackle Box Tim shows a 6-pound bass that ate a wacky rigged stick 
worm under a Middle River pier.

Top to Bottom: wacky rig, standard wide gap hook, spike keeper 
worm hook.

GUN SHACK / CROSSWINDS
FULL PRO SHOP SALES AND SERVICE

Arrows by Beman, Easton, Gold Tip and Carbon Express • Crossbows & Accessories

Bows & Accessories from:

A Turn of The Century Store:
101 S. Main St. - Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0122 • www.gunshackinc.com
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www.TravisTaxidermy.com

24153 Chestertown Road
Chestertown, MD
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Shore Sportsman is conveniently located on 
Route 50/Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland. 

Shore Sportsman has been proudly serving 
hunters and anglers on the Mid-Shore for more 

than 25 years. Shore Sportsman offers hunt-
ing and fishing licenses, guns, scopes, hunting 

clothes and boots, repair services, bows, fishing 
equipment, live bait, and much, much more. 

The expert employees at Shore Sportsman bring 
a wealth of knowledge to their customers. 

All of the employees have at least five years of experience each.

Guns
Ammunition
Archery
Tackle
Bait
Gun Repairs
Sports Gear
Sporting Licenses

Councell Charters

410-708-4241

Book Now for Fall!
We Follow the FISH!

Captain 
Brian Councell

www.councellcharters.com
brian@councellcharters.com

MD. DNR Announces Two Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days
Young hunters can hone their skills with the help of an experienced adult 

November 1, 2014 and February 7, 2015. During these two Youth Waterfowl 
Hunting Days, hunters ages 15 and younger may hunt ducks, geese, mergansers 
and coots on public and private lands when aided by a qualifying adult. 

To participate, youth must be accompanied by an adult at least 21 years old. 
All junior hunters and their adult mentors must possess a Maryland hunting 
license, or be exempt from the license requirement. Youth waterfowl hunters 
must also have a receipt showing their purchase of a Maryland Migratory Game 
Bird Stamp, but, if under 16, do not need to purchase a federal duck stamp.

Adults may take more than one youngster and assist in the hunt, but cannot 
possess a hunting weapon. The adult may help youth by calling waterfowl, 
placing decoys and retrieving downed birds, but may not possess a firearm or 
other legal hunting device.

The bag limits for the Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days are the same as the 
regular seasons except:

One black duck may be taken. Two Canada geese may be taken when hunting 

within the AP Canada goose hunting zone
Five Canada geese may be taken when hunting within the Resident (AFRP) 

goose hunting zone
Hunters with questions may contact the Wildlife and Heritage Service at 

410-260-8540.
Licenses, stamps, and permits may be purchased online via COMPASS, by 

phone at 1-855-855-3906, at a DNR Service Center or at any one of the more 
than 250 Sport License Agents statewide. For more information, visit dnr.
maryland.gov/service.
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Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World

(410) 327-6942
1919-25 Eastern Ave. Baltimore, MD. 21231

STRIPER TACKLE!
Bay Trolling • Fly Fishing

Freshwater Tackle
Lead Molds, All Sizes

Waders & Hip Boots for
ALL Sizes

ALL FISHING!
ALL THE TIME!

Bay • Surf • Bass • 
Trout • Panfish

SPECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY
E-Mail Questions and Tackle Inquiries 
Welcomed: tochtermans@hotmail.com
ROD & REEL REPAIRS & SERVICE

Over 200 Different Do-It & Cast Iron Molds in Stock
Over 600 Different Reels In Stock

Complete Selection of 
FLY FISHING TACKLE

Rods • Reels • Tying Supplies & Equipment 
• How-To Books & Videos

Visit Our 
Distinctive Fly 
Fishing Room

Tuckahoe Sportsman
Hunting • Fishing • Archery • Live Bait • Clothing

GUN SALE!
$150 in Drake Waterfowl 

Gift Card with Benelli - Super 
Black Eagle - Super Vinci - 

Purchase

Stoeger - $50 off rebate

“YOUR OUTDOOR ADVENTURE STORE”
22145 Shore Highway • Denton, Maryland 21629

410-364-9005
Corner of Route 404 & Route 480

13503 Alexander Road • Golts, Maryland
410-928-3462 Office | 410-441-4121 Rifle Range | 410-441-4121 Butcher

Deer Butchering and Bird Processing
Rifle and Pistol Ranges

Also Available - Sausage, Jerky, Slim Jims, Hot Dogs, Bologna & Chip Steak 
Deer Skinned, Butchered and Vacuum Sealed 

Clean and Professional • Family Owned and Operated for Over 40 Years
Rifle and Pistol Ranges - Targets from 25-600 Yards – Memberships Available

“You Can’t Beat Our Meats”

Great day on Tangier Sound with light tackle fishing with Larry 
Sheffey, Frank Irving and Greg Maggio of Annapolis, Md aboard 
the ‘Kingfish ll’.

Fast Fact - Shellfish - Eastern Oyster
Crassostrea virginica
(A.K.A. American oyster)
The range of the American or eastern oyster 
extends well beyond the Chesapeake Bay, 
encompassing the east coast of North America 
from the Gulf of St. Lawrence in Canada to Key 
Biscayne, Florida, and continuing south through 
the Caribbean to the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico and to Venezuela.
Adults can grow to about 8”, but 3” to 5” is more typical in the Chesa-
peake Bay.

Visit our website to see all - www.mcginnitymarineart.com
19717 Five Forks Road | New Freedom, PA 17349

Phone: 717-993-2373 | george@mcginnitymarineart.com

McGinnity Marine Art
Taxidermy

CREATING ANGLER MEMORIES FOR 53 YEARS!
THE ONLY TAXIDERMIST DEVOTED STRICTLY TO 

THE ART OF FISH MOUNTING
THOUSANDS OF FISH MOUNTS IN A LIFETIME

GIVE A MOUNT SO THE ANGLER CAN RELIVE THE MOMENT
THE PERFECT GIFT FOR DAD, MOM & CHILDREN 

AND DON’T FORGET THAT GUY WHO TAKES 
YOU FISHING AND WON’T TAKE A DIME!

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
AGENT INQUIRIES WELCOME - FREE BROCHURE

Makes The Perfect 

Christmas Gift
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Arundel Firearms & Pawn
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD

- GUNS -
BOUGHT • SOLD • TRADED • PAWNED

-USED GUNS-
Rifles • Shotguns

Black Powder
Handguns • Barrels

Complete
Gunsmith

Service

Scope Mounting
Specialty & Hard to Find Ammunition

Lay-Away

410-761-6381

Come check out our 
new deals!

Avain X Decoys

• All Licenses - All The Time!

Stop in 
and 

see us!

MUZZLELOADING GUNS & SUPPLIES

Now Selling Handguns

               ArchEry SUPPLIES

rt. 260, 1 Block off rt. 4 - Dunkirk, Maryland
301-855-0351 / www.bayproshop.com

crossbows in Stock / 
Parker / Ten Point / 

Excaliber / 
Bow Tech Striker

• come check Out 
Our New Deals!

Black Cloud - Heavy Metal - 
Winchester & Kent

All your 
Hunting supplies 

are ready and 
in stock!

5826 Ritchie Hwy. - Baltimore, MD 21225 • 410-789-7777 • 1/2 mile North of Beltway Exit 3-A

INTERNATIONAL 
BOW 

TUNING 
INSTRUCTOR

www.macrotecharchery.com

Authorized dealer for...

Special Tooling for 
Professional 

Installation of ALL Drop 
Away Rests!

Macrotech 
Archery Pro Shop

FREE Bow Check-Up 
Bow Tuning & Repairs on Premises 

Complete Laser Tuning System

MACRO KNOW BOWS

One of Maryland’s 
Largest heated & 
Air Conditioned 

INDOOR BOW RANGES

Newest 
Full Line 
dealer in 
Maryland 
for Lone 

Wolf Tree Stands

Sixty Nine Black 
Bears harvested 
in Maryland

 The 11th annual Maryland black 
bear hunt concluded last month with 
a total of 69 bears harvested.

For the first time, the hunt was car-
ried out as a four-day season instead 
of being guided by a predetermined 
quota.

​Harry Spiker, DNR’s lead bear bi-

ologist, said he was pleased with the 
results despite the final total, which 
was below last year’s record of 94. 
The hunt was complicated by cold, wet 
and windy conditions coupled with a 
generally poor acorn crop—a primary 
bear food source–this fall.

“Despite those factors we were well 
within our 10-year harvest average 
for this hunt,” said Spiker, the Game 
Mammal Section Leader. “We will 
review the results from this season and 
incorporate the data into decisions that 
might further improve the success of 
this effort in coming seasons.”

​Paul Peditto, director of DNR’s 

Wildlife and Heritage Service said he 
was pleased with the outcome under 
the new format.

“More than 1,000 hunters enjoyed 
the opportunity to pursue this great 
game animal in the wilds of western 
Maryland this week. A few took home 
a bear and some excellent game for 
the table. All of them carried home the 
memories of time afield with friends 
and family. By any measure, that 
makes this hunt a success,” Peditto 
said.

Bonnie Kelley, 71, of Accident 
checked in the first bear of the season.

Kelley shot the male bear, 219 
pounds field dressed, on private land 

off Rock Lodge Road in Garrett 
County, at about 8:30 a.m. 

The bear was tagged as a cub by 
biologists two years ago in Savage 
River State Forest, about six miles 
from where Kelley killed it. Biolo-
gists estimated the live weight at 259 
pounds.

After years of research, population 
study and public outreach, Maryland 
officials revived the bear hunt in 2004 
after a 51-year moratorium.

Kelley, a long-time hunter who 
served on both the Maryland Wild-
life Advisory Commission and the 
state’s first black bear task force, was 
overjoyed to take part in a season she 

Bonnie Kelley, 71, of Accident checked in the first bear of the season.



11www.fishingandhuntingjournal.comNovember  2014

Duck Blind and Goose Pit 
Material by the bundle 

or the truckload

BLUESTEM FARMS
Conservation & 
Wildlife Services

Chestertown, MD 

410-778-2125

NATIVE SWITCHGRASS

Thompson Safe Company
Protect Your Investment

Residential and Commercial Safes
7313-M Grove Road • Frederick, MD 21704

We Deliver to MD • VA • WV • PA
www.thompsonsafes.com

Mike Thompson
301-631-1500

helped foster.
“I’m thrilled to pieces,” Kelley said. 

“The bear population is healthy and 
growing. It is good to see the state’s 
biologists doing such a wonderful job 
managing the species.”

The 2014 Maryland Black Bear 
hunt by the numbers:

– A total of 3,631 hunters applied for 
a permit and 450 permits were issued, 
representing 1,061 hunters.

– The heaviest bear checked in 
weighed 418 pounds, and was taken 
by Garrett Hoffman of Swanton. The 
average weight was 143 pounds.

– A total of 52 percent of the bears 
were taken on private land; 45 percent 
of the successful hunters were from 
Garrett and Allegany counties

– Hunters checked in 57 bears from 
Garrett County and 12 from Allegany 
County.

Peditto said the 2014 black bear 
hunt “remains​ a highlight of the great 
work carried out by our bear team, 
our land managers in the state parks, 
state forests and wildlife management 
areas, and the men and women of 
Natural Resources Police. The hunt is 
a flawless model for safe, sustainable 
scientific wildlife management and 
has met every goal we set more than 
a decade ago.”  

NRP said there were no hunting-
related injuries reported. Officers cited 
six people on the first day of the season 
for illegal bear hunting.

David Matthew Bishop, 43, of Hag-
erstown, and Mitchell Gaynes Bishop, 
18, of Mount Airy, were charged with 
hunting bear with the aid of bait. David 
Bishop also was charged with bear 
hunting with improper ammunition. 
Mitchell Bishop also was charged 
with bear hunting with a handgun 
producing less than 700 pounds of 
muzzle energy. Each charge carries a 
maximum penalty of $1,000.

Arthur Tracey Jerin Jr., 61, of Fall-
ing Waters, West Va., was cited for 
hunting bear with the aid of bait. 

Wessley Darrell Ringgold, 59, of 
Lusby, was charged with hunting bear 
with the aid of bait.

Adam Grant Rounds, 25, of Grants-
ville, was charged with hunting bear 
with the aid of bait.

All violators are scheduled to 
appear in Garrett District Court on 
Dec. 11.

In Allegany County, Jesse Bates 
Walls Jr., 66, Chestertown, was 
charged with hunting bear with the 
aid of bait. He is scheduled to appear 
in Allegany District Court on Dec. 11.

Pictured with Jamie Latham is his son Ryan who bagged his first 
sika stag last month and to top it off it was his first ever deer. Then 
Ryan shot another sika deer to make it a double header.
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“Fishin’ Back East”

By Jim Gronaw

TEN TIPS FOR MORE 
WINTER CRAPPIE  

Every winter more and more 
fishermen are finding out that crap-
pie are the panfish for all seasons. 
Whether it is over hard ice or in 
open water environs, winter crappie 
are available to most of us and with 
a bit of effort fillets and good times 
can be had. Not only that, but the 
chance of bonafide slabs and trophy 
possibilities go hand in hand with 
winter fishing. 

Over the past several seasons, the 
largest majority of the crappies I have 
taken that exceeded 12 inches were 
cold weather catches. Mild winters 
can keep the serious slabber in fish 
all winter long if a few basic and 
important guidelines are followed. 
Here is a list of ten tips on catching 
more, and bigger, crappie this winter.

T I M I N G  T H E  WA R M 
SPELLS…

Like all fish during the cold 
months, crappies tend to exhibit 
increased feeding activity when 
a period of above average air or 
water temperature comes into play. 
Unseasonably mild periods that last 
3 to 5 days can trigger a hot bit on 
most crappie waters. Warm rains that 
increase in water temperatures by 
just a few degrees can also spur some 
activity. One of your best weapons 
in the winter is to keep a sharp eye 
out for above average temperatures 
and warm spells. Stay alert to those 
three to ten day forecast on the net 
and try to time a trip during such 
time frames. 

Even if you are ice fishing, keep 
in mind that winter fishing is always 
easier on the body when the sun is 
out and weather is mild.

FISH THE SUNNY SIDE…

Going hand and hand with warmer 
days would be the benefit of using 
the sunlight to your favor. In the 
Mid-Atlantic region, the northwest 
and northeast coves and areas of most 
bodies of water receive the maximum 
amount of sunlight per day through 
out January, February and March. 
Colder sides of lakes and ponds will 
simply not draw the fish like areas 
bathed in sunlight. 

Famed Potomac River guide and 
Fisherman contributor Ken Penrod 
has been stressing the importance of 
letting the sun’ be your friend’ when-
ever fishing in the winter, for any 
species. His advice should be well 
taken. Man-made structures such 
as bulk heads, bridges, trussels and 
concrete can absorb and hold heat, 
thus drawing minnows and crappies 
along with other species as well. 

WORK THE WOOD…

No surprise here, crappies like all 
sorts of wood cover and structure and 
can be found on submerged brush, 
fallen logs or any area that piles up 
brush or washed in debris that can 
create structure. Of particular inter-
est should be that of isolated large 
logs or treelimbs that lodge in vari-
ous turns or cuts in the tidal water 
scene. It doesn’t have to be a huge 
brushpile to draw some quality slabs, 
but it should be enough of a piece 
to deflect current or create a calm 
pocket in moving water scenarios. 

Some of the best winter crappie 
hotspots I have ever fished have been 
relatively small brush piles that were 
less than 10 feet in diameter. And it 
seems that some of the bigger fish in 
the winter tend to hang around those 
isolated logs or branches. Always 
investigate wood of any kind when 
pursuing cold-weather crappies.

FISH SLOW…

Many anglers who do well on 
springtime crappie often struggle 
with the cold bite. Simply, they all too 
often retrieve a lure of bait too fast 
during the winter to entice the fish. 

Think about it… the fish you are 
after are often hunkered down in a 
bunch of wood or a deep hole and 
are not likely to chase after any thing 
moving fast. If the water is 40 degrees 
you need to slow your presentation 
literally down to a crawl. Yes, that 
warm spell we talked about will 
cause them to scurry and feed more 
actively. But the day in, day out ap-
proach calls for a snail’s pace, and 
better yet if you can put your bait 
right in front of the fish.  

Retrieves should be punctuated 
with small twitches or hops, espe-
cially in the case of tiny jigs sus-
pended below bobbers. Sometimes, 
the best winter approach is to just let 
the wind push suspended bait slowly 
in and around the structure.

FISH THE DEEP HOLES…

Many of the millponds and tidal 
creeks and rivers of the Delmarva 
Peninsula are pocked with deeper 
hole or pockets that tend to hold 
the fish. Deep is a relative term, as 
7 feet might be the deepest spot on 
one pond while 15 feet could be the 
bottom of another. 

Look for deeper water near the 
earthen dam faces of ponds or spill-
way holes that do not exhibit a lot of 
turbulence. Winter crappies are not 
going to fight strong currents to get 
a meal, but they may very likely take 
a lively minnow or enticing hairjig if 
it is placed right in their living room 
on a cold winter day. At times, you 
may encounter crappies staked- up 
in deeper pockets of ponds or tidal 
creeks. Please use some common 
sense if you hit the motherload, as 
it can be easy to overfish small 

concentrations of 
fish. We all want 
some tasty fillets, 
but we want some 
for tomorrow, too.

T I M E  T H E 
TIDES…

Clear ly,  t ida l 
crappies are a differ-
ent critter than their 
lake or reservoir 
counterparts. Every 
six hours, they have 
to move, and they’re 
not going to move 
any further than they have to in order 
to get in position for some feeding 
opportunities. 

On major blowdowns or fallen 
logs, fish will often simply reverse 
the side at which they are sheltered 
and out of the current. With deeper 
pockets or holes, crappies will often 
stay put, but show increased feed-
ing activity levels as the tides show 
increased movement. Generally, but 
not always, the last couple hours of 
an incoming and first few hours of an 
outgoing tide will activate fish. Other 
factors, suchas water temperature, 
barometric pressure, oncoming cold 
or warm fronts and angling pressure 
may well throw a kink in this activity 
pattern. In general, however, it pays 
to keep an eye on the tides and know 
when they are moving. 

TIP YOUR JIGS…

Sometimes the fish just will not 
touch a jig if it is not tipped with 

some kind of bait. This could be 
a minnow, waxworm, mealworm 
or a maggot. In recent seasons, we 
have had good success with Berkley 
Gulp! waxworms and maggots when 
local bait shops didn’t have the real 
McCoy. 

Although small minnows are often 
though of as the ultimate winter crap-
pie bait, there are some drawbacks 
with their usage. For one, baiting 
and rebaiting often means cold, wet 
hands and that can lead to some dif-

ficult hooksets on some light striking 
fish. Also, toothy chain pickerel are 
often in the winter mix of Delmarva 
waters and bite-offs are sometimes a 
hindrance to some serious slabbing. 
Lastly, many baitshops don’t carry 
minnows throughout the winter. But 
despite the potential drawbacks, min-
nows can save the day on a tough bite.

GO GAWDY…

In the past few winters, we have 
caught more crappie on bright, 
gawdy –colored jigs than those of the 
plain variety. Chartreuse is always 
in the box, but we have done very 
well on hot-pink, bright red and lime 
green as well as a bunch of other 
oddball combos that do not resemble 
any minnow alive, yet they work! 
Don’t ask me why, but winter slabs 
just seem to like the glitz.

TRY SLIP BOBBERS… 

If you have never used slip-
bobbers then you are missing out on 
the best of controlled-depth fishing. 
True, many Delmarva crappies are 
caught in 3 to 6 feet of water dur-
ing winter. But at Pennsylvania and 
Maryland lakes, most of the fish 
are much deeper, and a slip bobber 
allows you to get to them. The line 
runs through the bobber and has a 
rubber or yarn ‘stop’ that is set at 
a certain depth where the fish have 
been located. The weight of the lure 
pulls the line through the center of 
the bobber and stops at that depth 
predetermined depth. This is clearly 
the topic of an entire article itself, 
but a Godsend for those wishing to 
fish deep during any season.

HIT THE HOT BITE…

No matter how prepared you are 
for winter crappie fishing, you won’t 
have success if you don’t fish where 
they are. Info from local tackle shops 
and area anglers who are willing to 
share go a long way with the slabbing 
success story. 

Traditional hotspots in this reader-
ship area include the tidal Potomac 
and many of it’s tributaries, Eastern 
Shore and Delaware millponds and 
spillways, the Pocomoke River and 
Blackwater River on Maryland’s 
lower Eastern Shore and both Loch 
Raven and Liberty Reservoirs can 
produce well on mild,. ice- free 
winters. 

Get slabbin’!

Crappie fillets in the hot oil bath...a winter treat!

This trophy white crappie was the 
best of several on a chilly Decem-
ber day.
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Justin B Firth helped Coby R. 
Wilson with his first and his 
second bow kills this year.

Washington Quarterback Colt 
McCoy Hijacks Training Field 
for Archery Practice / A lot of 
privileges come with being a 
quarterback, and for Colt Mc-
Coy of the Washington Red-
skins, that means a little bit of 
leeway when it comes to what 
he can bring to the field. What 
is McCoy’s secret to training? 
Why, shooting a few arrows 
into a deer target, of course. 
The fact that he appropriates 
part of the team’s training 
complex makes it all the better.

The 2014 Tournament and Shore Party will be held 
on November 8th, 2014. The tournament will begin 
at sunrise and end with a weigh-in at Pussers Carib-
bean Grille downtown Annapolis at 5:00pm. Fol-
lowing the weigh-in, the Shore Party will be held 
at the Marriott Annapolis Waterfront at 6:00pm. 
Both Pussers and the Marriott Annapolis Waterfront 
are located at 80 Compromise Street, Annapolis, 
Maryland.
To register a boat or purchase party tickets, visit 
www.fishforacure.org

To donate to a boat, visit the website and
click 'Help a Boat.'
 
All proceeds support the Cancer Survivorship 
Programs within the Geaton and JoAnn DeCesaris 
Cancer Institute at Anne Arundel Medical Center.
Who will wear the coveted Captain’s Challenge 
jackets this year?!
In 2013 the Luki Belle raised $20,384 to win the 
Captains Challenge. Will yours be the team to 
break all records in 2014? 

For more information contact:
Alexis Arizzi, PR/media Fish For a Cure
410-279-7465
lex@arizzicreative.com

Abby Russum 10 yrs old with 
her perfect 10 point.  50 yd 
crossbow shot on October 25, 
2014.
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Cast and Blast 
out of 

Tilghman 
Island Md. 

with 
‘Jim Dandy 

Charters’
410-708-9851

Fall Turkey 
Season to Open 
in Western 
Maryland

Maryland’s fall turkey season will 
open November 1 and continue through 
November 8, 2014. Fall turkey hunting 
is only permitted in Garrett, Allegany, 
and Washington counties with a bag 
limit of one turkey of either sex per 
hunter.

The Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources’ annual turkey 
survey shows reproduction in 2014 

was below the long-term average in 
western Maryland, which may trans-
late to smaller flocks this fall. Surveys 
also show that mast, mostly acorns, is 
abundant in some locations but nearly 
absent in others. 

Hunters should remember that these 
natural food sources can greatly affect 
turkey behavior and movement, and 
should scout and hunt accordingly.

Complete turkey hunting regula-
tions, check-in procedures and infor-
mation on public land hunting oppor-
tunities can be found in the 2014-2015 

Maryland Guide to Hunting & Trap-
ping issued with each hunting license, 
or dnr.maryland.gov/huntersguide. 

Hunter Kinnamon bagged this impressive buck, however it took a few days to find the brute due to 
the fact it was liver shot. Photo courtesy of Maryland Hunters.
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Welcome to Schrader's Outdoors
    * Thousands of acres of prime Eastern Shore hunting properties
    * Maryland white tail deer hunting
    * Maryland waterfowl hunting
    * Maryland upland hunting
    * Maryland turkey hunting
    * Maryland dove hunting
    * Maryland small game hunting
    * Pond bass fishing
    * Bay and tributary fishing
    * Maryland sporting clays
    * Five Stand and Wobble Trap
    * Maryland 3-D archery
    * Archery Service Center
    * Dart video archery system
    * Professional shooting instruction
    * B & B lodging and meals
    * Corporate events and weddings
    * Youth outdoor camps

3D archery and Sporting Clays course 
that is open 7 days a week!

Schrader's Outdoors
16090 Oakland Road

Henderson, MD. 21640

(410) 758-1824
www.schradersoutdoors.com

“When Competition Quality and Customer Service are a priority....”

Producing quality Taxidermy for over 30 years in Edgewater, MD.

www.feganstaxidermy.com
410-798-5656

MD State Bow Record DeerStop by and See Us Today!

HOPKINS HUNTING
MARYLAND’S FINEST

EASTERN SHORE HUNTING
UPLAND GAME HUNTING

PHEASANT & CHUKAR
SEASON - OCT. 1 - MARCH 31
GUIDED & UNGUIDED HUNTS
SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE 

FOR OWN DOG PARTIES

GOOSE HUNTING
KENT COUNTY, MARYLAND

DEER HUNTING
ARCHERY • SHOTGUN

MUZZLELOADER

SPORTING CLAYS
Open Year Round

$18 Per 50 Bird Round Member
$23 Non-Member

SHELLED DEER 
CORN

13003 Turners Creek Road, Kennedyville, MD 21645 410-348-5287

Addressing the 
Myth Concerning 
Deer and Ticks

I often hear from the public that 
ticks are present because of deer.  That 
would suggest that high deer numbers 
would lead to high tick numbers and 
high levels of tick related diseases 
(http://www.skinnymoose.com/pro-
fessorsblog/2013/08/21/comments-
and-responses-regarding-ticks-being-
proactive-for-your-own-health/) in 
humans.  

So, if deer numbers are reduced the 
number of ticks will also be reduced.  
However, the initial statement and 
subsequent logic is incorrect.  Let me 
start by explaining the life cycle of the 
blacklegged tick (Ixodes scapularis).  
The black-legged tick undergoes 
two metamorphic stages (larvae and 
nymph).  At each stage a blood meal 
is required.  Also, as an adult the tick 
needs blood for reproduction.  How-
ever, over 100 vertebrates in North 
America can serve as hosts for the 
black-legged tick. 

Let us start as an adult.  An adult 
tick spends the winter in a dormant 
phase with a full belly of blood.  In the 
spring, she lays her eggs which hatch 
into larvae by mid-summer.  Larvae 
ticks patiently wait (called questing) 
for a vertebrate host to pass by and 
then attach and consume the first blood 
meal.  Because of their small size lar-
vae ticks have been shown to primarily 

quest near the ground.  Hence, in the 
summer, the larvae attach primarily 
to shrews and mice.  The life cycle 
from egg to adult takes two years to 
complete.  The following fall, adult 
ticks will attach to larger vertebrates 
including deer for another blood meal 
and to mate.

Once the adult tick consumes blood 
from the deer and mates, they drop off.  
Over a 4 week period, one deer can sup-
ply blood for over 2 million fertilized 
tick eggs.  Researches have concluded 
that all you need is a few deer to support 
high tick numbers.  More important to 
the presence of an abundant tick popu-
lation is an abundant small mammal 
(shrews and mice) population which 
provides the initial blood meal for the 
larvae.  Also, mice, shrews, and chip-
munks are inefficient groomers which 
allows many larvae ticks to survive.  
Researchers have demonstrated that 
over 90% of nymphal ticks get their 
initial blood meal from mice, shrews, 
and chipmunks.

However, the situation is more 
complex.  The infective agent of Lyme 
Disease, Borrelia burgdorferi, does 
not pass vertically (from mother to 
young) between blacklegged ticks.  
Of the 2 million baby ticks that will 
hatch, none will be infected – they 
will be ‘clean’.  The larval ticks must 
pick up the B. burgdorferi spirochete 
from – you guessed it, a shrew, mouse, 
or chipmunk.  So, mammals actually 
make ticks sick which then make mam-
mals (us) sick.  This phenomenon is 
called ‘reciprocal infectivity’ and is the 
reason that B. burgdorferi prevelance 

is high in tick and host populations.
Although deer are involved in the 

tick life cycle and transmission of 
some tick borne illnesses, they play a 
very small role.  In fact, researchers 
believe that deer and humans are dead 
end hosts – once infected the infection 
goes nowhere.  The infection does not 
go back into ticks.  Infected ticks bite 
mice, shrews, and chipmunks, which 
make the ticks carriers, the ticks then 
bite us and make us sick, and we don’t 
make anyone sick.

So, don’t blame the deer, blame the 
small mammals.

Further support can be found 
at http://www.thewildlifenews.
com/2014/05/11/lyme-disease-rages-
in-northeast/ where the authors discuss 
promoting meso-carnivores that prey 
on rodents and suggest that removal 
of white-tailed deer is an ineffective 
way to reduce tick numbers.

Read more: http://www.skin-
n y m o o s e . c o m / p r o f e s s o r s -
b log /2014 /10 /17 / add re s s ing -
the-myth-concerning-deer-and-
ticks/#ixzz3HSZ2S3sx
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12503 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD 21645

410-348-9160
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“Montana Grant”

By Grant Soukup

Gettin’ Goosed!

Goose decoys have a way of 
getting trashed after seasons of 
use and abuse. Scratches, punc-
tures, chips, mud, and crud tend 
to make our once proud hunting 
tools into a less realistic version 
of what they were meant to be. 
Geese and all waterfowl are reli-
ant on their excellent vision. Each 
critter has two critical peepers that 
become magnified when they are 
in a flock. It is important that our 
decoys look natural.

Decoy Cleaning       

An annual bath and decoy 
inspection is a tradition that will 
improve your hunting experience. 
NEVER use soap to wash your 
decoys. Most soap contains ultra-
violet  brighteners that will cause 
your decoy to appear unnatural. 
The same is true when washing 
your hunting clothes. Use warm 
water and a brush to scrub the 
crud and debris from your decoys. 
Rubber or hollow decoys may 
have filled with water or dirt as 
a result of errant BB’s or cracks. 
The ballast chambers may have 
also become clogged and clumped 
with dirt. Use a drill to set the liq-
uid free and then reseal all of the 
holes and cracks. I have found a 
clear silicone product called Lexel 
is perfect for the task. This is 
also a good time to check anchor 
cords, stake attachments and sup-
port accessories. Better to discov-
er problems now than a 4 o’clock 
in the morning when you are in a 
hurry to catch the first flight.

Painting and Touchups
Decoys today come in a variety 

of ultra- realistic finishes. Many 
have an almost 3-D look and 
may require a special product or 
procedure to restore their appear-
ance. In the old days, we inverted 
cut car tire sections and added a 
wooden jig sawed head to give the 
appearance of a goose. The only 
painting was the head and maybe 
a little dab or two on the tire. 
These decoys were durable and 
functioned well.

Stuffers were also a great way 
to create a natural flock of decoys. 
These fragile, expensive, and high 
maintenance decoys look great 
and work well. A smaller flock of 
natural and realistic decoys can be 
more effective than a large flock 
of clunkers.

Most decoys are paintable and 
I have found spray paint works 
best and is the quickest way to do 
the job. You can purchase decoy 
spray paint in several colors at 

most hunting shops. Use 
stencils to allow for ac-
curate painting. Apply 
newspaper to protect any 
overspray and set up your 
decoys in an assembly 
line fashion. Paint one 
feature at a time over 
several decoys. Then 
come back with the next 
layer. I have found that 
flat finishes work best. If 
you want to add shine to 
a decoys head or bill, try 
using a car product such 

as Armor All. 
Allow time for the paint to dry 

out of the direct sun. Remember 
that the sun’s rays damage most 
plastics and paints. It is best to not 
leave your decoys out for days, 
weeks, or seasons if you want 
maintain quality decoys and con-
sistent hunting.

Transport and Storage 
Now that you have created a 

realistic flock of decoys, handle 
them carefully! Plan and organize 
how you are going to transport 
them to the hunting site. Allow 
yourself the time to handle the 
flock without damaging them. 
Rookie hunters or friends that do 
not appreciate the decoy invest-
ment will tend to throw, kick, and 
abuse your investment. A little 
Decoy Training 101 is a good 
idea. 

Decoy bags are commonly used 
but tend to get thrown and abused. 
If you have a boat, wheeler, or 
truck access to your blind site, 
come up with a creative way to 
transport and protect your decoys. 

Wrapping each decoy in a cloth 
bag and stacking them onto a 
box will take more time but will 
keep your decoy’s looking great. 
This extra work will pay off with 
quality and faster shooting. This 
means faster and fuller limits.

Decoy Presentation    
Placing decoys into a realistic 

and inviting pattern is essential. 
Remember that the geese will be 

approaching your decoy spread 
from altitude and rely upon the 
wind to pick their landing zone. 
Geese on the ground tend to feed 
and move in a manner related to 
the wind. The flocks are often led 
by mature females that are often 
seen as sentinels on the perimeters 
and edges.

Try setting your spread in a “V” 
alignment.  Place the bottom of 
the “V” at the blind sight with the 
wind to your back. I also extend 
the “V” slightly over and behind 
the blind site to help camo my 
blind.  Leave a hole or landing 
zone for the geese to feel secure. 
This area needs to be in gun 
range. Walkers and feeders can 
become the sides of the “V”. 

These birds will have their 
heads down. Sentinels will be 
heads up and alert and can be 
found at the “V’s” tips. These 
birds are keeping a lookout for 
any danger.  My “V” decoy spread 
changes with the season. I may 
shorten one side of the “V” or 
bunch more decoys at the base. 
If the wind changes, you need to 
adjust the flock accordingly.

Geese will often land out of 
range and walk into the decoy 
flock. Mutual respect and territo-
rial behavior cause this to occur. 
Expand the safe landing zone to 
make them feel more comfortable. 

Take Them!   
When to shoot is so important. 

Not only is this exciting moment 
about safety, it is also about op-
portunity. Allow one experienced 
hunter to make the call. Usually, I 
place them on the end of the blind. 
Monitor the safety of all hunters. 
No gun safeties are switched onto 
fire until the gun is shouldered, 
controlled, and out of the blind. 
Muzzel control is critical. There 
can be no excuses or apologies for 
a shooting mistake. 

Assign zones of fire for each 
hunter. Discuss and prepare for 
the event before the happen. Flag-
ging, pulling strings on mechani-

cal decoys, and calling, are also 
tasks to involve everyone in the 
hunt.

Calling must be loud to be ef-
fective. The blind tends to muffle 
the sound. Try having everyone in 
the blind call while you stand 50 
yards away. You will see what I 
mean. Direct the calls up and out 
of the blind. Have a lead caller 
that the others mimic.

Take the first, best, safe shot 
that presents itself. You will 
seldom get huge flocks to land as 
one. If you wait for the perfect 
shot, it may not come. Geese and 
experts at seeing something wrong 
just before the make their final 
choice.  Shoot to kill by selecting 
one bird in the flock. This is tough 
for excited rookie hunters. 

Shooting skills take time to 
develop. Try setting up preseason 
shooting scenarios at the blind site 
before the season. These practice 
sessions will make shooters more 
confident and accurate. Full limits 
and fewer cripples will also be the 
result. 

Aim at the head of the goose 
and keep your gun moving. If you 
can see the bird’s eye, they are in 
gun range. Remember, the purpose 
of decoys is to bring the birds into 
effective shooting range. Have the 
patience and confidence to wait 
for the best moment to shoot. It is 
unsportsmanlike to shoot a bird on 
the ground unless it is a cripple. 
“Ground swatting” will damage 
decoys and create safety issues for 
dogs and hunters.

New hunters are a dying breed. 
It is up to the veteran hunters to 
show the next generation how to 
hunt. Take a kid or rookie under 
your wing so that you can share  
the waterfowling tradition. The 
newer “ADD” generation has 
something in great abundance, 
ENERGY!   Put them to work!

Shoot safe and have fun!

Montana Grant       

Now booking 2014 deer hunts 
- Trophy buck hunts, 3 days  
- Doe Mgt Hunts  
- Father/Son Hunts  
- Call for Special Rates 

Hunting and Fishing in the 
Heart of Virginia since 1997!

Deer • Turkey • Dove • 
Waterfowl • Smallmouth • Catfish

Scottsville, Virginia

434-923-9305
www.RAZORBACKGUIDESERVICE.com

Like us on Facebook!
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By Capt. Mark Sampson

Coastal 

Report

A bunch of years ago a friend of mine hooked 
an estimated 350-pound mako on 16-pound test 
line. At the time the world record for a mako 
shark on that class tackle was somewhere in 
the 200-and-something-pound-range and the 
three of us aboard the boat that day knew that 
if the angler could hold up long enough to 
actually go the distance with the shark that 
there would surly be a lot more than just a 
story of a big fish to talk about at the end of 
the day.

So the fight went on, for hour, after hour, 
after hour, and in process it seemed as though 
we chased the shark with the boat from one 
end of the ocean to the other, and when it was 
finally over, the by-then exhausted, angler 
had fought the fish standing-up and without 
assistance for a total of 11-hours, and yea he 
glad it was over!

The outcome of the fight? Let’s not get 
ahead of ourselves. Before I get into “the rest 
of the story” let me say that the whole episode 
began the same way I’ve seen so many other 
long-term battles get started - with an angler 
who was just cocky enough to claim that he 
was willing, even eager, to go one-on-one 
with a fish for many hours if that’s what it’s 

going to take to land it. 
I remember as a kid being just brash 

enough to make the same kind of statement 
about wanting to fight a fish for a long time. 
I thought it would be “fun” and I was just 
“bad enough” to do it. That was until the day 
I did five and a half hours on an 80-pound 
class rod one afternoon, only to lose the fish 
at the boat. Not exactly the fastest learner in 
the class, a year later I did a rematch with a 
similar fish, only this time it was six-hours 
and I actually won the match. The fish wasn’t 
so happy about the ordeal, but I managed to 
return home with a state record catch and 
the newfound knowledge that no matter what 
the outcome it’s sometimes better to watch 
someone else catch a fish than being the one 
doing the pulling and cranking.

Now that I’m in the charter business I don’t 
have to worry about being the guy on the boat 
tasked with the job of sweating over a fishing 
rod for multiple hours, that’s my clienteles 
job. Mine is to drive the boat and let them 
strain their arms and break their backs on 
fish that they are probably going to release 
anyway. Amazingly enough, I actually have 
lot of repeat clients who keep coming back 
year after year for more of the same type of 
punishment. They get off the boat all tired, 
beat up, arms hanging limp at their sides, 
squawking about chiropractors, and wonder-
ing if they’ll be any good at work the next 
day. Then, of all things, they pay me for the 
providing them the experience and often put 
down a deposit for next year!

None of this “pay for pain” makes any more 
sense now than it did 28-years ago when I got 
into this business, but as long as people keep 

asking to go fishing I 
guess I’ll keep taking 
their money and doing 
my best to provide off-
shore experiences that 
include sore muscles 
and blistered hands. 
I’m even thinking that 
some day I’ll offer a 
special half-price deal 
where instead of going 
out on the water we just 
line everyone up on the 
dock under a hot mid-
day sun and I spend an 
hour or two whacking 

their arms and backs with a baseball bat. The 
end results for them should be much the same 
but they won’t have to pack a lunch for the 
day and I’ll save a lot of fuel. Seems like a 
win-win for both of us! 

Which all brings me back to that marathon 
battle with the potential world record mako. 
After 11-hours it was finished, and my buddy 
pried his left hand from the fore-grip of the 
rod, slumped down into a boat seat and with 
a great sigh of relief blurted out, “I’m just 
glad that it’s over!” And it was, because after 
all that time the line finally parted and the 
shark was gone! Too tired and too sore to 
worry about a fish he didn’t catch or a record 
he didn’t set, my friend spent the next couple 
days recovering from his day of “fishing.” 
Three days later I get a call from him, “Hey 
Mark when can we go fishing again? I want a 
rematch with that fish.” And I thought I was 
a slow learner!

WATERFOWL &
DEER HUNTING

JOHN F.

PRICE III

410•778•4655
410•708•6076

Club Memberships Available
Day Hunts & Package Deals

QDM Program -

Trophy Whitetails

Cameron Jackson with a buck he harvest-
ed with his bow last month. Photo courtesy 
of Maryland Hunters.
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A 12-year-old 
girl hauled in a 
616-pound blue-
fin tuna

Spanning the Globe....

Jenna Gavin is a 12-year-old girl 
who set a world record when she 
hauled in a 616-pound bluefin tuna 
off the coast of Nova Scotia.

It took her two hours to haul in the 
massive fish, and her parents had to 
leave her alone for the record to stand.

“Jenna would agree that it was a 
difficult fish to catch, the last part of 
the fight was very hard, her legs were 
starting to shake and she was getting 

a bit teary,” said her mother in an 
interview. “I encouraged her through 
the whole fight, I promised her an 
iPad mini if she didn’t give up and I 
told her to get mad and drag him up 

and she did.”
The old iPad mini promise. Such a 
strong move.

My colleagues saw this video 
and immediately called shenani-
gans, saying there’s no way a girl 
that small hauled in a fish that big, 
but I actually think this is legit. 
My dad was a professional giant 
tuna fisherman (seriously) and he 
hauled in bluefins nearly twice that 
size, and he’s not a big guy. It’s not 
like the 12-year-old Gavin would 
be yanking on the fish the entire 
time — she’d let it run, reel in, let 
it run, reel in, just like any other 
fisherman. If you have the patience, 
and an iPad mini on the way, you 

too could catch a fish that big.
Which isn’t to diminish what Gavin 

did, of course. That’s an incredible fish 
for a person so small.

One in 100,000: Young Michigan 
Hunter Harvests Rare Albino Buck

Kent Island Fishermen’s 
          5th Annual Fishing Flea Market 
 
 

Where: Kent Island American Legion Post #278 
800 Romancoke Road 

Stevensville, MD 21666 
(1.5 miles south on Rt. 8 off of Rt. 50) 

 

When:              Saturday (Jan. 24th, 2015) from 8AM to 4PM 
                         Sunday    (Jan. 25th, 2015) from 8AM to 3PM 

 
 Admission: $3.00 (16 yrs. & under Free) 
 

 

Great Deals: Fishing rods, reels, lures, and accessories, 
boating accessories, fishing charters, marine 
electronics, clothing, and publications. 

 
 

                             Plenty of Good Food & Beverages 
Free On-Site Parking 

 
Come join the Kent Island Fishermen for an hour or the day 

getting ready for the 2015 fishing season! 
        Contacts:  Dave Stith: 410-643-3970 / 410-979-0715 / Islander655@atlanticbb.net 
                             Tracy DePasquale: 410-643-7625 / depas9@verizon.net  
 

An 11-year-old hunter 
from Oceola Township, 
Michigan took the deer of 
a lifetime when he shot a 
12-point albino buck with a 
crossbow on Monday. The 
animal was well-known to 
local hunters, but Gavin 
Dingman ended up being the 
one to harvest it.

“My dad was just like, 
‘Take a deep breath. Are you 
sure you can take the shot? 
If you’re not 100 percent, 
we don’t want to injure it,’” 
Gavin told the Daily Press 
& Argus.

The sixth-grader was hunting with his dad, Mick Dingman, at the time. 
Although this albino buck was not Gavin’s first deer nor likely his last, it will 
be one that he will remember for a long, long time. Albino deer are incredibly 
rare, and mature bucks rarer still. Even sightings of these snow-colored deer 
are notable occasions, and only a handful of hunters have had the chance to 
harvest an albino buck. Wildlife biologists estimate that perhaps only one in a 
100,000 deer are born albino.

True albino deer are markedly different from white deer, which carry reces-
sive genes for all-white coats. One visual difference between the two is that all 
albino deer have pink facial features, notably the ears and nose. Albino deer 
are also sometimes born with health issues and even if they survive into adult-
hood, their strange coloration means that they make a big target for predators.

Some wildlife experts advocate targeting deer with albinism, since the trait is 
seen as undesirable among wild populations. However, some people see albino 
and white deer as animals that shouldn’t be hunted. Whatever the opinion, most 
sportsmen agree that the choice to either take or pass on a deer is entirely up 
to the hunter.

Yet not everyone thinks that way. A call to Mick Dingman revealed that what 
had once been a celebration over his son’s unique deer has quickly turned into 
something else.

“We’ve had death threats and everything else that you can imagine,” he told 
OutdoorHub.

The Dingmans did not expect a backlash on social media and in real life over 
the albino deer. Much of the criticism came from anti-hunting advocates and 
family members described the threats as graphic and disturbing. In addition to 
specific death threats, critics used to opportunity to bash hunting in general. 
Commenters on WZZM’s Facebook, which reported the story, called for a ban 
on hunting or even an “open season” on sportsmen. However, there were those 
who supported the Dingman family.

“Great trophy! Be proud young man!” wrote one commenter.
“While I personally am not a deer hunter, I think this young hunter is being 

taught very well. That [deer] will make for many meals for his family and a 
nice memory of time spent with his father,” stated another.

Most agreed that no matter your stance on hunting, sending personal death 
threats is not the correct way to go about debating the issue. Hopefully not too 
long from now, Gavin and his family can look back on this hunt with only pride 
and good memories.

Image courtesy Mick Dingman

Texas TV host lands 
world-record Mako 
shark by shooting it 
with a bow

TV host Jeff Thomason, of Weath-
erford, Texas, landed a world 
bowfishing record for Mako 
shark August 12 off the coast of 
Huntington Beach, California. 
The shark, which weighed 809.5 
pounds and stretched 11 feet, beat 
the previous world bowfishing 
record for Mako by about 300 
pounds, according to the Bowfish-
ing Association of America. The 
largest Mako shark ever caught 
weighed 1,221 pounds and was 
reeled in off the coast of Massa-
chusetts in 2001 with a rod and 
reel, according to the Internation-
al Game and Fish Association.
Thomason and his crew donated 
400 pounds of shark meat to a Los 
Angeles homeless shelter, accord-
ing to Lone Star Outdoor News.

For 
advertising 
information

 please contact 
Marc 

at
driftrock@
verizon.net
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Book of the Month
The Deer Hunting Book: Short 

stories for young hunters

by Michael Waguespack  - The Deer Hunting 
Book is a wonderful collection of deer hunting 
short stories for boys and girls interested in the 
outdoors. The book captures the excitement of 
hunting whitetails through a variety of adventurous 
and humorous stories about young hunters. Ages 9 
& up.

Reviews.....
My son wanted Santa to bring some books 

about deer for Christmas. This is a nice book for 
elementary aged boys who are interested in deer 
hunting. Nice short stories. The book is especially 
nice because it is often hard to get boys to read. 
Having a subject they are interested in helps. Would 
recommend to parents and teachers.

Cool stories for a youngster, 
and adults!

I bought this book for my son, 
who is 8, for Christmas. He just 
started hunting deer this year, so 
I thought it would be a cool gift. 
It is full of exciting short stories 
about the thrill of hunting. I read 
a few and enjoyed it. I also though 
it was neat that there are hunting 
rules printed inside the front cover. 
Nice touch, since that is the most 
important thing for kids to know 
about hunting!

My non-book loving boys are 
reading this book and liking it. 
This teacher is happy.

Available at Amazon.

Roasted Venison Pinwheels

The Outdoor Enthusiast's 
Resource for 

Preparing and Serving
 Fish & Game with Style

http://recipes.
sportsmanstable.com

9 am to Sunset
• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors

Instruction Available 

Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now
410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023

US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Public Rifle Range
7 Days Per Week

Rain or Shine
24 Covered Benches

$20 Shoot All Day
Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military
Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available
Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards

Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge

NEW 
500 YARD 
RANGE!

YIELD: 50 Servings PREP: 35 mins

This tasty appetizer satisfies everyone. It was thoroughly enjoyed by children, 
men and women at our party. EVEN women who claim they do not like venison.

Ingredients
1 1 lb. venison roast
4 large wheat flour tortillas
1 8 oz. block cream cheese
1/4 cup sour cream
2 tsp. Awesome Antler Rub Sportsman's 

Table Item MG104
1 T. Venison Roast and Seasoning Rub 

Sportsman's Table Item CY3627
2 T. olive oil
Instructions

Mix Venison Roast and Seasoning Rub with 
olive oil. Baste mixture on the venison roast. 
Place in plastic bag or covered plastic tupper-
ware for 8-24 hours to marinate. Preheat oven 
to 350 degrees. Place venison roast in roasting pan and cover. Roast for 15 min. 

Remove from oven and let sit in covered pan for 5 min. Remove lid and al-
low to cool for 5 min. Slice very thin with a sharp knife or slicer. Mix softened 
cream cheese with sour cream and Awesome Antler Rub. Spread this mixture 
on room temperature flour tortillas. (If the tortillas are cold they might rip when 
your try to roll them). 

Place venison slices on the flour tortillas. Roll the tortillas. Cut the torillas in 
long 2 inch strips. Turn the strips and cut them into about 1 inch wide pinwheels. 

http://recipes.sportsmanstable.com/general/roasted-venison-pinwheels/

Craig Dashiell bagged this nice 
10 point in Quenn Anne’s Co.

Mitch Quillen, Chris Price, Glen Klabe and Jimmy Hurlock with a 
mixed bag from Saskatchewan this fall.
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Kiser Commercial Agency, 
an Elite Agency for McNeil & Company's AdvenSure

Insurance Program for Outdoor and Recreational risks invites 
inquiries from the following eligible business classes: KCA
• Now insuring hunting trips for travel, firearm and medical.
• Rod & Gun Clubs
• Outfitters & Guides
• Hunting Leases
• Hunting Preserves
• Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays
• Bed & Breakfasts

To learn more 
about this pro-

gram, please con-
tact the 
Kiser 

Commercial 
Agency…

P.O. Box 647, Riviera Beach, MD 21123
Ph.: 410.439.8110 • 800.433.5473

edkiser4463@yahoo.com
www.outdoorinsurancespecialist.com

Danny Calloway started the bow season off with a bang with this 
impressive opening day Buck. Photo courtesy of Wink’s Sporting 
Goods.
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410-621-0400 - Princess Anne, MD - gwink222@aol.com

Wink’s Sporting Goods

Chesapeake Bay Fishing 
Aboard Karen Ray II

Captain Curtis Johns and his mate, son Curt will take you out on their 
50-foot "Karen Ray II," on a memorable, private fishing charter. 

Trophy rockfish, rockfish, blues, flounder, croaker spot. Whatever fish 
are in season, you and your party will have a great day out on the Bay.

Small or large parties - 6-49 Passengers 
Crisfield, MD.

Captain Curtis Johns
(410) 623-2310

www.facebook.com/chesapeakefishing

Switchgrass for 
Hunting blinds on Sale!

Already Cut
Pick Up Anytime!

Call 410-708-5123

MSSA Top Ten Youth  Anglers
Place	 Name		  Points
1	 Darin Zagalsky	 1,150
2	 Noah Tomasik	 990
3	 Brian Zagalsky	 910
4	 Jacob Ehm		  530
5	 Sean Zlotorzynski	280
6	 Rachel Ehm		  250
7	 Logan Beebe		  220
8	 Anna Estremsky	 150
9	 Will Muscatello	 110
10	 Grahma Akehurst	80

Anna caught and released this 26 and ¼" speckled trout on 9/28/14 
near Hoopers Island.  This is her 10th documented citation, includ-
ing 5 unique species - white perch, striped bass, red drum, speck-
led trout and spanish mackerel.

Send your photo’s for submission 
to 

driftrock@verizon.net
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JOHN’S BUTCHER SHOP
Deer Skined, Custom Cuts & Freezer Wrapped

Picking DUCKS & GEESE

• Burger • Sausage
• Kielbasa • Hot Dogs
• Bologna & Salami
• Snack Sticks 
• Pepperjack & Cheddar Cheese

FAST / CLEAN / COURTEOUS SERVICE!
Route 297 Worton Road • 410-778-3550 • Cell 410-708-6801

Location: Across from Post Office, Corner of Worton & Lynch Roads
John Clayton, Proprietor

Fishing for a special deal?
We’ve got a Sportsman Special!

$69.95 Per Night - Plus Tax
FREE Continental Breakfast 

Pets Welcomed (Pet Fee Applies)
Walking distance to great seafood 

restaurants & dock bars!

3101 Main St. • Grasonville, MD
410-827-6767 or 800-828-3361

KENT 
NARROWS 

INN
We

Our 
Guests!

PRESENT THIS AD AT CHECK-IN
Offer good Sunday-Thursday 2014

Call for weekend availability and rates.
Not valid with any other offers or discounts.
May be required to present valid hunting or 

fishing license to receive discount.

Rt. #544 & 290 Crossroads
Crumton, MD 21628

410-778-4200
One Stop Store for all Your Daily 

Needs!

OUTPOST 544

Open
   Early 
     Every 
       Morning!

Hot & Cold Foods
Beer, Wine & Liquor

Groceries & Cigarettes
Gasoline, Diesel & Kerosene
Bill Payment, Check Cashing

Dump Tickets, 
QA Co. Ramp Stickers

Race Trax, Lottery, 
Keno, ATM, 

Fishing Bait, Air Pumps
Prepaid Cell Phone Cards

Very Fresh Hot 
Morning Coffee!

Caught on Oc-
tober 18, 2014 
aboard the 
‘KAREN RAY 
II’ with Capt. 
Curtis P. Johns 
from Crisfield. 
Angler is Lita 
Denny who 
brought it in 
with no assis-
tance! Fish is 
a black drum 
46" long and 
scale bottomed 
out at 60lbs
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“The last word”

By Steve Huettner

The Rockfish Debate

At the time this story was submitted, the Atlantic 
Striped Bass Management Board (comprised of ME, 
NH, MA, RI, CT, NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD, VA and NC) 
which is part of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission (ASMFC) will have met at their an-
nual meeting in Connecticut and decided the rules 
and regulations for 2015 fishing season for striped 
bass (aka rockfish). Depending on whom you talk 
with the striped bass fishery is either on the brink 
of collapse or things are pretty good.  

Who is ASMFC?  ASMFC is the group that regu-
lates the management of all fish that migrate between 
states. Since fish don’t stop at state lines, each species 
is assigned with a board, technical committee, and 
advisory panel. States then appoint representatives 
to represent them based on the species.  Striped bass 
love to travel and thus are represented by twelve 
different states. Part of their management of striped 
bass is to conserve spawning-aged female striped 
bass to ensure adequate reproduction over time, or 
in simple terms make sure there are enough mom 
bass around to produce baby bass.

What’s the problem?  Every year Maryland 
performs a fish census called the Young of the Year 
(YOY) index.  Since 1954 Maryland DNR biologists 
survey 22 sites located within the four major spawn-
ing systems for striped bass (Upper Bay, Choptank, 
Nanticoke and Potomac rivers).  The Chesapeake 
Bay is responsible for producing about 70% of the 
striped bass for the fishery (Albermarle Sound and 
Roanoke River are the other nursery). Think of the 
bay has one giant nursery growing lots of fish that 
leave when they get older to travel the east coast 
and then come back home to breed.

Crews visit each survey 3 times and collect fish 
with 100 foot beach seine nets. All the juvenile 

striped bass that are caught 
are added up and used to 
calculate the young of the 
year index. The average 
over the last 61 years has 
been 11.7. For about 18 

years (1993-2005) the YOY remained above the 
11.7 average with a few years showing numbers of 
40, 50, and 60. During 6 of the last 8 years the YOY 
has been below the average with only one excellent 
year (2011 with an average of 35).  The YOY for 
2014 came in at 11, which is the long term average 
which according to most biologists indicates a good 
rate of production.

Can we help bass make more bass? Getting more 
mom bass to produce more baby bass is not that 
simple. The survival of striped bass eggs and lar-
vae is largely influenced by a lot of factor that man 
cannot control like water temperature, salinity and 
flow rates. What we can do (depending on who you 
believe) is limit the amount of fish that are caught 
both recreationally and commercially.

Recreational fisherman vs. Commercial fisher-
man.  Many recreational fishing groups feel that 
striped bass are in a lot of trouble and want to see 
drastic cuts in the harvest starting at 25% with some 
saying even that is too low.  Commercial interests 
say that the 2011 class of fish will soon hit legal size 
and that Mother Nature has up and down cycles, and 
while we need to pay attention they sky is not fall-
ing. Part of the impetus is that recreational catches 
over the last few years have gone done while the 
commercial catch (which is based on quota) has 
remained the same.

What are the options on the table? There are 
a myriad of options available to those meeting at 
AFSMC but they all involve some type of decrease. 
The question is how much and over how much time.  
For recreational fisherman many options are in play.  
A one year 25% reduction starting in 2015, a 2 year 
plan with a 20% reduction, or 3 years with a 17% 
reduction.  Trophy season proposals include delay-
ing the start date of the season and increasing the 
minimum size and reducing the summer/fall fishery 
to 1 fish or increasing the size limit. Spring trophy 
season could see the size limit increase from 28’ 
to 33’ and increasing an inch per year for the next 
two seasons. The summer/fall season would see 

staggered opening and closing on the seasons over 
3 years with a 2 fish per day limit, 1 over 28”.  For 
the commercial quota allocated, cuts range from 
25% starting in 2015 to a7% reduction over 3 years.

There are many passionate, intelligent people 
that are involved in striped bass management who 
dedicate countless hours to striped bass. Trying 
to manage a species that has is a prized fish for 
recreational fisherman, is an important part of the 
commercial fishery, and resides within 12 states 
makes the job difficult to say the least. In the end 
people will work together to ensure that the remark-
able comeback of the striped bass will continue, as 
failure is not an option.

 1st Week of Dove Season 
Booking Fast! 

Still have 
openings in 
September

Now Booking 
2014-2015 Season

Still have openings for 
Snow Geese in Feb & March!

They will book fast!

12 Year old Gabe Merson  was hunting in 
Somerset County this past Spring when he 
bagged this 19.2 lb. Gobbler sporting a 9 
1/2” beard and 5/8” spurs. Photo courtesy 
of Winks Sporting Goods.



November 2014www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com26

NIB browning a bolt iii comp stalker 
30/06  22” $550 call bob at 443 850 
5309. 

AKC LAB PUPPIES, English-Amer-
ican, Sire North American Gun Dog 
Amateur Flushing Champion 2008 & 
Open Champion 2009, 443-477-2162 

2008 CAROLINA SKIFF 198 DLX 
PRE-RIGGED. Boat, motor and trailer. 
2008 Boat with a 2009 Suzuki 90hp. 
Boat comes with Bimini top, livewell, 
18 gal fuel tank, vhf radio and depth 
finder. Front and rear deck, center 
console with cooler seat. Venture 
aluminum trailer. Asking $11,000. Call 
757-894-9862 or 757-894-0771. 

2 pair Waders—neoprene size 11, 
$85. Super insulated size 13/14 -- 
$125. (little used)  410-490-7322

DU Cameo flotation jacket $75.  
Camo Filson wool coat, XXL $150
410-490-7322
 
Walkie talkies w earpiece, $50 per 
pair. Alaskan pack & frame $100,
2 doz. Snow goose water decoys $50  
410-490-7322 

“6hp Evinrude outboard - short 
shaft. Runs like new - original owner. 
$550....Call 301-643-1615.
 
“Pick-up Camper - Alaskan slide-in, 
8 foot.  Raises & lowers.  Gas stove...
Call 301-643-1615.”
 
“2 Mallard Decoys - 1940s - Stuffed 
canvas, excellent condition. $150/
pair...Call 301-643-1615.”
 
Free Wellcraft 25 ft. - Chevy power, 
Merc cruiser out drive. With 30 ft. alu-
minum I-beam bunk trailer...$700 for 
everything...Call 301-643-1615 

NIB Savage B mag .17 WSM Stain-
less Bull Barrel with 3X9 Bushnell 
Scope
comes with 7 boxes of ammo $495.00 
Bill 302-598-4633 

1993   18ft    Basstracker  Deep V 
Bottom Aluminum   ex.  condition 40 
hp Yamaha outboard Motor clean and 
runs great with low hours
Galv trailer with new tires.,  New 
Fishfinder , Binimi Top  and new Seats 
boat is ready to go fishing .... must  
see  
$3800.00  cash   Pasadena Md    call 
443-623-1381 

A Frame Goose Blinds 8 ft with bench 
seat $125 call or txt for more info 410-
708-9876 

Virginia Commercial Hook & 
Line License and registration Card.    
$8,000.00 Total for both.
Sell what you catch and make money.  
Serious Inquires Only
Call – 757-695-1044

Crab/Fishing Guide License Call 
Captain Bill (410)479-9362 LvMsg. 

Benelli super black eagle - 
almost new in box - $999.00 - 410-
761-6381

GHG Lesser Canadas - 1 dozen new 
- with Field Bag $280 - 860-262-4055

LAB Puppies:  High end, Bred for 
Hunting, AKC, OFA, Eastern Shore’s 
Finest / Cambridge, MD $1200 karn-
lar@comcast.net or 443-477-2162

2003 Carolina Classic 28ft Volvo 
300s Diesel 900hrs, Tower, 5KW 
Generator, Air Conditioning, $100,000 
contact Ronnie Hall 443-510-0792

WANTED- waterfowl/deer hunting 
property for use. 

My name is Bill Schultz. My 8 yr old 
son and I are looking for a place to 
hunt waterfowl and or deer with in 90 
minutes of the bay bridge. 
I’m happy to $ PAY $. 
I considered a hunting club but must 
be the most honest, ethical, profanity 
free group of members. 
Please contact me. 
BillSchultz10@gmail.com 
240-229-1788 

Looking to lease land for DEER 
HUNTING
have hunter safety card
Queens Anne, Caroline, Kent, Talbot 
call Tom 410-375-3726 

TRAPPING
Old retired guy looking for ponds, 
marshland, woods for trapping.  If you 
have problems with Beaver, Muskrats, 
Raccoons: Call 443-988-8810 

For Sale    15.4 acre wooded 
lot     Caroline co. md   updated perk    
Great turkey and deer hunting   asking 
119,900.00  443-962-7416 

Goose Pit in Kennedyville, MD - for 
lease 2014-15 hunt season. Call for 
details - 301-325-5500

120 ac. established Trophy Deer 
Farm in Tolchester, Chestertown- 
Kent county,Md.  Cabin w/electric & 
40 ft. storage container; Food plots, 
enclosed-box stands & ladder stands, 
with feeders; Under QDM for 8 yrs.; $ 
800,000.00 Call 410-245-7578

Deer/Waterfowl farms available 
for lease for the 2014-2015 hunting 
season in Kent and Queen Anne’s 
counties please call 410-708-1276
 
Deer Club Memberships available 
for the 2014-2015 Hunting Season 
please call 410-758-1824
 
Waterfowl Club Memberships 
available for the 2014-2015 Hunting 
Season please call 410-758-1824

 
For lease hunting property in 
Dorchester county Maryland. Great 
hunting for waterfowl sika whitetail 
turkey and dove. Waterfront and in-
land farms with ponds. 443-521-0221

Hunting lease available-Eastern 
Shore Virginia, Northampton County, 
seaside, 300 acres, waterfowl, deer, 
turkey, dock access to Barrier Islands. 
202-359-5818. 

Waterfowl hunting club is seeking 
new members. Properties include 
blind sites on the Choptank River and  
Barclays MD.  Call 443-745-3558 or 
email at jlong7774@gmail.com

Outfitters, guides, gun clubs, and hunt 
clubs – looking for affordable and ac-
curate insurance? Call Kiser Com-
mercial Agency for a quick quote at 
410-439-8110 or 800-433-5473.

Waterfowl Hunt Club Member-
ship available in 10 member Kent 
County club. 5 blinds and 5 pits, Guest 
privileges, Lodging and more. Contact 
George@chescoat.com  410-703-
3018

Farm For Sale 303 acres Chaptico, 
MD 5 bedroom main house, 2 ten-
ant houses, pond, 3 tobacco barns. 
$1,250,000 Chris Holland, Addison 
Herring, Inc. 301-627-4655

Eastern Shore,Virginia; building lot 
along Occonannock creek,Exmore. 5 
miutes to public boat ramp.35k; pos-
sible owner financing. (717)632-3864

Dorchester county on tedious creek 
29 acres great sika and waterfowl. 
Two story house can be renovated. 
$149,900.00      410-490-0084

FOR LEASE EXCLUSIVE DEER 
HUNTING RIGHTS 77ac. farm in 
Northern Caroline Co.MD  3 hunters 
max.  call Jim 410-482-6716

Waterfront Farm for Sale by Owner
Eastern Shore,Dorchester County 
MD, 330 acres, great deer, turkey, 
waterfowl hunting. Call 410-943-
4620.

For Rent Dorchester County Mary-
land Waterfront and inland farms with 
ponds, 10 to 110 acres. Waterfowl, 
sika, whitetail, turkey, dove, and small 
game. 443-521-0221

FOR SALE

MISC.

Classifieds

2014 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

2014 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!
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Now Carrying 
Kodabow 

Crossbows

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410 -242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
GUNS • AMMO • HUNTING LICENSES • KNIVES

1957-2014 “57 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”
24 HOUR FISHING HOTLINE 410-247-FISH

2014 
HUNTING 
LICENSES

BROWING 
KNIVES & 
CLOTHING

X-Bolt Browning Rifle - 
Satin Finish Walnut Stock

Citori
Everything YOU Ever Dreamed of....

XS, Sporting Clays and Hunting Models

BPS
The Workhorse of Browning Shotguns

Available in 10. 12, 20 and 28 Gauge Mossy Oak Camo, 
Stalker Composite or Classic, Upland and Game Models

Silver Hunter
3 1/2”, 3” Camo, Wood & Synthetic

40 lb. 
shelled 

deer CorN 
P.o.r.

Maxus All-Purpose
Mossy Oak Duck Blind Infinity

In Stock...

DEER HUNTING HEADqUARTERS

The Rifles & Shotguns 
You’re Hunting for...

at Clyde’s Sport Shop, 
YOUR FULL LINE Dealer

Why are we the best? It’s simple. We make no compromises and expect none from you. You want it all - So do we. Do you want 
a highly refined “fine” firearm with superior fit and finish that points and handles like a dream? Or do you want a gun that can 

stand up to years and years of service in the field - one you can pass down from generation to generation? Do you want the 
newest calibers, features and technology? Or do you want a gun with heritage, a history? Well, good news, you don’t have to 

choose one over the other. You get all this in every gun we make... That’s why we are The Best There Is.

All Firearms 
P.O.R. Priced on 

Request
Parker 

Bows In 
Stock!

Gold Light 10 Gauge
Mossy Oak Shadow Grass Blades

Browning A5
3”, 3 1/2” Mossy Oak Shadow Grass Blades

Go to www.Browning.com 
and check out the latest 

deals on line.

Gun control will hurt 
your sex life
Top 10 reasons a gun 
is favored over a 
woman….

#10. You can trade an old 44 for 
a new 22.

# 9. You can keep one gun at 
home and have another for 
when you’re on the road.

# 8. If you admire a friend’s gun 
and tell him so, he will probably 
let you try it out a few times.

# 7 Your primary gun doesn’t 
mind if you keep another gun 
for a backup.

# 6. Your gun will stay with you 
even if you run out of ammo.

# 5. A gun doesn’t take up a lot 
of closet space.

# 4. Guns function normally 

every day of the month.

# 3. A gun doesn’t ask , ‘Do 
these new grips make me look 
fat?’

# 2. A gun doesn’t mind if you 
go to sleep after you use it.

And the number one reason a 
gun is favored over a woman….

# 1. YOU CAN BUY A 
SILENCER FOR A GUN
Courtesy of Clyde’s Sport Shop

Bryann Benton of Comus, Md. 
shows off her 10 point Whitetail 
taken near her home. Photo cour-
tesy of Ron’s Bay Pro Shop

Grayson Land with his 11 inch 
bearded turkey.  Photo courtesy of 
Winks Sporting Goods.
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12503 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD 21645

410-348-9160

Molly’s is YOUR 
Hunting Headquarters!

Largest 
Ammunition 

supplier in 
Kent County, 

MD.


