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Jonathan Irons age 9 from Queenstown, MD is 
holding up his personal best a 40” 25lb rockfish 
caught on 4/23 on a white tandem near Poplar 
Island.  He is assisted by his older brother Daniel 
who netted the fish . The fish was post spawn and 
had 12 menhaden in her stomach in varying stages 
of digestion. Jonathan said #13 was unlucky!

FREE
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Quality Seed, Exceptional Service
As your local seed company, we offer more than just a wide variety 

of high yielding products: we provide personalized service.
Our number-one trait as a seed company 

is our commitment to our customers.

Freeman & Sons Seed Company
324 Hackett Corner Rd., Sudlersville, MD

Phone: 410-928-3641 Cell: 410-739-7797
email: freemanseed@hughes.net

Delivery Available                                           Steve Freeman - Owner
These customers of Clyde’s Sport Shop are showing off some nice 

white perch

DNREC’s Sportsmen Against 
Hunger program distributes 
nearly 19,000 pounds of venison 
to Delawareans in need 

DOVER – During the 2012-2013 
deer season, hunters donated 18,761 
pounds of venison from 708 deer to the 
Delaware Sportsmen Against Hunger 
Program. DNREC Division of Fish and 
Wildlife staff is working to distribute 
the frozen ground venison to more 
than 30 charitable organizations and 
food pantries throughout the state to 

provide meals for needy Delawareans.
The venison was processed by nine 

participating private butchers plus a 
butcher shop located at the Sussex 
Community Corrections Center in 
Georgetown. The venison processing 
facility is staffed by offenders in the 
SCCC’s Violation of Probation Center, 
who have been specially trained as 
butchers. Since the Delaware Depart-
ment of Correction program began in 
2005, the Sussex facility has processed 
more than 70,000 pounds of venison. 
This year, the facility processed 268 
deer into 7,636 pounds of venison at 
substantial savings to the Sportsmen 
Against Hunger program.

Since Delaware Sportsmen Against 
Hunger was founded in 1992 by a coali-
tion of sporting groups, hunters have 
donated more than 400,000 pounds of 
venison, providing nearly 1.5 million 
meals to Delawareans in need. The 
amount of venison donated this year 
was less than the 2011-12 season, in 
which 23,762 pounds of venison was 
donated from 725 deer.

For more information, please visit 
the DNREC Division of Fish & Wild-
life website at Sportsmen Against 
Hunger, or call 302-284-1077. 

Justin Synon bagged this buck in Baltimore County which scoped 
157 7/8. Photo Courtesy of Gun Shack.

Steve Tappa caught this Snake-
head in Mattawoman Creek. It 
weighed in at 16.3 lbs. Photo         
courtesy of the Md. anglers log

Maryland Natural 
Resources court 
program expands

A Maryland program that sets aside 
certain days to hear only natural re-
source cases has expanded to Calvert, 
Charles and St. Mary’s counties. The 
program ensures that natural resource 
related violations are tried under the 
same precedent, so that judgments are 
just and equal.The Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR), 
the Office of the Attorney General, 
and the District Court of Maryland 
kicked off the program in 2010 in 
Anne Arundel County and, upon its 
success, expanded it to lower Eastern 
Shore counties in summer 2011.

“Expanding this program to addi-
tional counties will further protect and 
preserve our natural world today and 
for generations to come,” said DNR 

Secretary John Griffin. “By trying 
these cases together, we can give each 
violation the attention it deserves, and 
deliver penalties that fit the crime.”

Under the program, natural re-
sources cases including fishing, 
hunting, boating and tree expert vio-
lations from Calvert, Charles and St. 
Mary’s counties are 
heard in the county 
where the case origi-
nated, on specific 
days each month, 
and prosecuted by 
a designated State’s 
Attorney from that 
county. For ex-
ample, all Calvert 
County cases are 
heard on the third 
Friday of each month at 1 p.m.

“Thanks to other agencies helping 
DNR carry out its mission of increased 
enforcement and stricter penalties, 

we can help ensure that those who 
choose to exploit our natural and liv-
ing resources do not get away with it,” 
said DNR Deputy Secretary Joe Gill. 
“Our goal is to ultimately expand this 
program to every county in Maryland.”

In May 2011, Governor Martin 
O’Malley signed into law legislation 

to protect Maryland’s 
fisheries and encour-
age shellfish aqua-
culture. As part of an 
overall focus on en-
forcement efforts to 
better protect Mary-
land’s public fishery 
resources, DNR also 
established a tougher 
penalty system for 
commercial fishing 

violations. Previously, a waterman 
had to receive multiple convictions 
before the Department could impose 
a suspension; the new system allows 
the agency to impose suspensions 
for a single conviction. Additionally, 
the State increased the penalty for 
engaging in commercial fishing with 
a suspended license, a revoked license 
or without a license, by establishing a 
fine of up to $25,000 and imprisonment 
for up to one year. 
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By Lenny Rudow

The Science of 
Fishing

“hooked on fishing”

See Rudow Page 5

As you prepare to head out and 
target fish on the Chesapeake Bay 
this year, there’s a new way for you to 
put science to work for you. It comes 
to us courtesy of NOAA, and if you 
love to hate the federal government 
as much as some independent-minded 
outdoorsmen, you’ll hate to admit how 
much it helps you boost your success 
rate. But if ever there was a case study 
in tax dollars benefiting we anglers, 
this is it: the Chesapeake Bay Interpre-
tive Buoy System.

This buoy system has been active 
for a couple of years, and now NOAA 
is reaching out to recreational fisher-
men, to get the word out. I’m going 
to help them, because once I started 
playing around with the data these 
buoys collect I realized I’d be traipsing 
through their web site the night before 
virtually every fishing trip this sea-
son—and you should, too. The reason 
why is simple: the info the buoys send 
to www.buoybay.noaa.gov is going to 
help you and me catch more fish.

The list of pertinent, real-time data 
you can pick up here is one heck of a 
lot longer than what you can get from 
the old-fashioned buoys that told us 
wind speed, wave height, water and air 

temperature, and the like. Along with 
those old stand-bys, here are a few of 
the highlights: dissolved oxygen level, 
chlorophyll level, current speed and 
direction, turbidity, and salinity.

This is data that can tell you where 
the fish are more or less likely to be, 
on any given trip. Let’s take dissolved 
oxygen, for example. When it drops 
below 5.0, rockfish feel stressed and 
are likely to leave for waters with a 
higher oxygen content. We all know 
that at certain times of the year, much 
of the bay’s waters are oxygen-deplet-
ed, leading to dead zones. Fishing in 
a dead zone is, of course, a waste of 
your precious fishing-time. Now let’s 
say there was a hot bite at the mouth 
of the Severn last weekend. During 
the week there was an algae bloom, 
oxygen levels plummeted, and the fish 
moved out. If you check the Annapolis 
buoy the day before you go fishing, 
you’ll see this and choose a different 
spot. If you don’t, you’ll be fishing in 
a dead zone for half the day before you 
figure things out the hard way.

Now let’s say you’re planning a day 
of light-tackle casting in the northern 
bay. It rained a lot a day or two ago, 
and you’re not sure if a slug of muddy 
water is has shut things down. Click 
on the Susquehanna buoy, and you’ll 
get a good read on water turbidity 
from right in your living room. You 

were thinking of fishing somewhere 
entirely different? There are 10 of 
these buoys anchored up and down 
the bay, covering the Susquehanna, 
Patapsco, Annapolis, the Gooses, up-
per Potomac, lower Potomac, Stingray 
Point, Jamestown, Norfolk, and First 
Landing.

This is cool stuff, but it gets better. 
Once you get to a buoy’s web page, 
you can click on the graph column and 
pull a graph in one, seven, or 30 day 
increments from any time frame. So 
you can take a look at your catch logs 
for any given month, then compare 
them to trends in water clarity, chlo-
rophyll levels, or other water quality 
trends, at any of the spots these buoys 
are placed. Nifty.

FLOUNDER ALERT!

Guess what, folks? This year’s 
flounder regs have been announced 
and they are awesome: four fish per 
person, with a 16” minimum. That 
means it’ll be worth putting in some 
time to focus on flatfish, from the Bay 
Bridges clear on out to Ocean City. 
But many of us haven’t gone after this 
species in a while, due to a lackluster 
bite and tough-to-meet minimum 
sizes. Ready to change that? Here’s a 
one-two-three flounder primer.

1. When fishing with bait, never 
set the hook upon the initial strike. 
You’ll feel a “twang-twang-twang” 

on the line but that’s just the flounder 
trying to kill your offering. Wait until 
you feel the “thump-thump-thump” of 
the flattie trying to swim away, before 
you set the hook.

2. Look to find them on sharp 
drops and edges with good current. 
Depth should range between eight and 

28 feet, and the sharper the drop-off, 
the better. When you catch a fish work 
that same depth range, as others are 

3447 Ocean Gateway • Corner of Route 50 & Chateau Road
East New Market, MD 21631

410.901.2750
www.beckwithequipment.com

Billy Beckwith Jr., Owner • beckwitheqpt@comcast.net

New and Used 
ARGO Sales

Full Line of 
Parts & Service!

This 8-wheel drive amphibious off-road vehicle features an 
OHV V-Twin liquid cooled 747cc, 31 hp Kohler Aegis LH 
775 electronic fuel-injected engine. The ARGO 8x8 750 
HDi features effective throttle response, excellent fuel economy, reliable cold weather 
starting and outstanding high-altitude performance. Innovative triple differential AD-
MIRAL steering transmission provides even torque to all 8 of the big 25” ARGO tires.

Beckwith Equipment
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The 14th President of the United States was Franklin Pierce.  After serving in 
the Mexican war he was elected to the Presidency.  He was truly the dark horse 
candidate among the democrats, but won the nomination and was elected by a 
narrow margin.  Two months before taking office he and his wife saw their eleven 
year old son killed when their train was wrecked.  Grief stricken, he entered the 
Presidency nervously exhausted.  So overtaken by the loss of his son, he looked 
for someone to blame and he blamed God.  At his inauguration he refused to have 
a bible used at his swearing-in ceremony.  He was the only President to have done 
so.

Oftentimes after great tragedy we look to blame, and many times God is the 
recipient.  We become consumed by thoughts such as how God could allow this 
to happen to me.  Ultimately, when we encounter unjustifiable problems, if we 
do not deal with them properly we become bitter.  The bible warns of this in He-
brews, “Looking diligently, lest any man fail of the grace of God, lest any root of 
bitterness springing up trouble you and thereby many be defiled.”

In other words, if you don’t handle bitterness, then bitterness will handle you!
Sad to say, many in life are filled with the blight of bitterness.  Adrian Rogers 

says that, “Bitterness is a blight - an emotional cancer which consumes many a 
person who once had the bloom of eternal springtime upon them.”  Bitterness is 
that feeling of hurt, resentment, anger, hate and even revenge that often builds up 
in the heart when we have been bitten by certain inconsistencies.  We have heard 
of the kudzu plant.  Imported from Japan it thrives in the warm environment of 
the South.  It grows up to one foot a day in the growing season and it will choke 
out all live plants and anything else in its way.

Bitterness and unresolved hurts are much like the kudzu plant.  It will crowd 
out everything else in your life and overtake you.  Friend, give your heart and 
your hurts to the Lord.  He understands!  Even on the cross he prayed for those 
who did him harm.  And, when we forgive, bitterness leaves and love, joy, peace, 
contentment and happiness will fill your soul.

This was the faith of our fathers and I trust it is yours.

Pastor Mel Brindley - Chestertown Babtist Church

FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

SKM Productions presents Tracy Lawrence 
June 2 in Caroline County/4H Park in Denton

Top 10 Singles:

"Sticks and Stones" 
"Today's Lonely Fool" 
"Runnin' Behind" 
"Somebody Paints the Wall" 
"Alibis" 
"Can't Break It to My Heart" 
"My Second Home" 
"If the Good Die Young" 
"Renegades, Rebels and Rogues" 
"I See It Now" 
"As Any Fool Can See" 
"If the World Had a Front Porch" 
"If You Loved Me" 
"Texas Tornado" 

"Is That a Tear" 
"Stars Over Texas" 
"Time Marches On" 
"Better Man, Better Off " 
"How a Cowgirl Says Goodbye" 

"Lessons Learned" 
"Paint Me a Birmingham" 
"Find Out Who Your Friends Are" 

Ticket Info - www.missiontix.com or 
www.skmevents.com / ticket prices are 
$55 for preferred seating, $45 reserved 

seats and $35 general admission.

Birthday: Jan. 27, 1968
Birthplace: Atlanta, Texas

Raised in: Foreman, Arkansas
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First choice of 

Eastern Shore anglers and hunters!

Chesapeake Outdoors
Rte 50 E, Exit 39B Chester, Maryland 21619

Phone: 410-604-2500 • e-mail: john@chesapeakeoutdoors.com 
In Season Hours:Mon – Sat 5am - 7pm, Sun 5am - 5pm

Kent Island’s Largest Full-Service
Sporting Goods Store

FISHING • ARCHERY • HUNTING

www.chesapeakeoutdoors.com
MD FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES • RAMP PERMITS • 
FROZEN BAIT • ACCESSORIES • CRABBING SUPPLIES

New Matthews 2013 
Creed, Chill, ZXT 

Now In Stock!

Get ready for Turkey & Rockfish 
Season now!

We have a full line 
of accessories in stock!

Check out our Parachute Display / 
All Sizes and Colors

Chesapeake 
Outdoors

All Crabbing supplies are in!

Continued from Page 3

Rudow …

likely to be feeding at similar depths.
3. When fishing jigs, always keep your up-swings 

vigorous. First because the flounder like a lot of ac-
tion, and second because they often strike the jig as 
it’s falling. Most of the time you won’t even know the 
fish has taken it. But if you always swing up hard, 
you’ll make a good de-facto hook-set.

Bonus Tip: You can get a collection of flounder 
fishing hints, tips, and tricks the new Rudow’s e-
Guide to Flounder, Catfish & Panfish – which costs 
a whopping $2.99 at www.smashwords.com

Alexis Johnson bagged this 19.5 lbs 9 3/4’’ 
beard  with 40mm spurs.

Lisa Cugle with her 20 lb. Tom with a  10’’ beard.

Captain George Bentz aboard the “Drizzle Bar” was able to find this customer a 49 inch Rockfish  
which was a persoanl best aboard the “Drizzle Bar.”
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“Tackle Box Tim”

ON TARGET Inc.
Colt

Taurus • Ruger
Rossi • Glock

Springfield Armory
Smith & Wesson
Bersa • Walther

Bushmasters

2618 Annapolis Rd. • Route 175 and Ridge Road • Severn, MD 21144
Severn Square Shopping Center–Behind Pizza Hut 1 mi. East of I-295, 4 mi. East of I-95

BALT. 410-551-7777  www.ontarget.biz WASH. 301-621-7777

AMMUNITION • HOLSTERS & ACCESSORIES • SAFES • GUN CASES • GIFT CERTIFICATES

Newly 
Renovated

Showroom and 
Ranges

Now Open.
Check Us Out!

FIREARMS for Home Protection, Target Shooting & 
Hunting Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns

High Capacity Magazines are Back!

FREE
Handgun Safety
Course & 1 Hour

of Range Time
with each Purchase.

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
Memberships — Individual $200.00 1st year, Renewal $175.00 / Family $250.00 1st year, Renewal $225.00

Active Duty Military $175.00 1st year, Renewal $150.00
Law Enforcement $150.00 1st year, Renewal $125.00

3D Bleeding Zombie 
Targets in stock now!

Arundel Firearms & Pawn
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD

- GUNS -
BOUGHT • SOLD • TRADED • PAWNED

-USED GUNS-
Rifles • Shotguns

Black Powder
Handguns • Barrels

Complete
Gunsmith

Service

Scope Mounting
Specialty & Hard to Find Ammunition

Lay-Away

410-761-6381

There are 
many presen-
tations bass 
anglers use 
to entice Mr. 

Greenback into biting. Cranking, 
skipping, waking, pitching, and shak-
ing come to mind for those deeply 
entrenched into bass fishing. However, 
no presentation is as up close and per-
sonal as flipping. Flipping is a way to 
catch bass from exact targets in cover, 
often times very dense in nature. It is a 
technique that calls for short, precise, 
and stealthy casts and it takes practice. 
I, for one, can make flipping look ugly 
as I don’t fish for bass as much as I 
should. There are tournament level 
anglers that can flip all day long and 
make it look second nature.

So what is “flippin” all about? It’s 
a short cast where the fisherman pulls 
the line out to the side from between 
the reel and the first guide. The angler 
raises the rod tip, then lowers it in a 
flipping motion while slowly bring-
ing the line in hand back to the rod. 

Flipping is truly a rhythm technique. 
Done correctly, it allows a fisherman 
to present big baits -- jigs, creature 
baits, crawfish imitators, and worms 
-- to exact targets with very little dis-
turbance as it enters the water. 

Flipping allows an angler to dissect 
cover. The best flippers have the preci-
sion of a surgeon. Piers and docks are 
targets that many fishermen work over 
with the short string technique. The 
best piers have some other type of cover 
under them: oyster shells, rocks, pieces 
of old piers, brush to attract fish. The 
best flippers can pick apart the pilings 
and secondary cover in minutes with 
a jig or soft bait.

When big bass hide in fallen wood 
along the shoreline, you can bet that 
they will stage under the gnarliest mix 
of limbs in the tree. A presentation that 
allows the lure to drop on the bass’ nose 
the first time will likely be struck before 
it ever reaches the bottom. However, If 
you make an errant cast, you’ve made it 
aware of your presence. That big bass 
is cunning and will likely not bite after 
the first misplaced cast even if you 
barrage the tree with repeated flips.

You will also find many fishermen 

who flip baits into grass beds. Some 
find this tactic to be a tedious hunt and 
peck tactic; yet it can produce some 
very big bass for the anglers who are 
fond of it. Flipping to bass in vegeta-
tion often requires heavy slip sinkers 
that punch through heavy mats. The 
bait is often a slender creature bait or 
crawfish lure that doesn’t grab the grass 
as it descends. Flips are not arbitrary. 
In their mind, these anglers have a 

virtual grid laid out over the grass bed 
and make repeated machine-like flips 
every couple of feet as they move along 
with the trolling motor. The work ethic 
is truly impressive to see.

Gearing up properly for flipping is 
a must. Your prototypical rod is a 7 
to 8-foot, heavy power rod with a fast 
to extra fast tip. This rod isn’t exactly 
a pool cue, but flipping rods are defi-
nitely designed to power big fish from 

By Tim Sherman

The Flippin’ Truth

Continued on Page 7

Capt. Jerry Sersen flips a crawfish bait to pier pilings in Seneca Creek.
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heavy cover. Today’s bass fisherman 
will use 50 to 80-pound test braided 
line when flipping. Casting reels with 
a high speed ratio are preferred. Along 
with the long rod, the 7.1:1 ratio will 
help power bass out of cover. Hook 

manufacturers are making stronger 
hooks to work with braided line that 
has no stretch. In years past, the hooks 
could be the weak point as they would 
bend due to being overpowered by the 
rod and braided line.

While flipping is typically a power 
fishing technique, it doesn’t always 
have to be. When high pressure systems 
roll in from late spring through summer 
bass often shut down to power fishing 
tactics. This doesn’t mean that flipping 
won’t be effective … to the contrary. 
Feeling the pressure, bass will hold 
tight to cover, which calls for the ac-
curate casts that flipping affords you.  
However, bass aren’t willing to react 
to a big jig or creature as it plummets 

• Complete Line of 
Rockfish, Perch Bait and 

Tackle
• Rod & Reel 
Combos
• Fresh Bait

• All Licenses - All The Time!
LOW

PRICES
EVERYDAY!

MUZZLELOADING GUNS & SUPPLIES

Now Selling Handguns

               ARCHERY SUPPLIES

Rt. 260, 1 Block off Rt. 4 - Dunkirk, Maryland
301-855-0351 / www.bayproshop.com

Crossbows in Stock / 
Parker / Ten Point / 

Excaliber / 
Bow Tech Striker

All YOUR 
Turkey 

hunting supplies 
are ready and in 

stock!
April 18-23

• Come Check Out 
Our New Deals!

Spring Tropy Season Opens 
April 20th.

Continued from Page 6 to them. By lightening up your tackle, 
flipping is still viable. 

I’ve witnessed on several occasions 
where Captain Jerry Sersen has flipped 
small crawfish baits and 1/16-ounce 
sinker with spinning tackle. He works 
pier pilings and pockets along shoreline 
vegetation and allows the bait to lazily 
fall giving a bass more time strike. With 
this form of finesse flipping Sersen can 
use light spinning tackle because he is 
not working extremely heavy cover.

Flipping is heralded for having a 
high strike to hook up percentage. It’s 
one of the reasons many tournament 
anglers become proficient with the 
method. While flipping does take some 
practice, it’s a method of casting that 
can produce big bass for the majority of 
the year in our bass waters. With time 
spent on the water with a flippin’ stick 
in hand, you, too,  can catch bass on 
the short string. And try a little finesse 
flipping, too. 

Capt. Jerry Sersen shows a qual-
ity bass caught using his finesse 
flipping technique.

IGFA and Columbia University team up for Phone App

The International Game Fish Association and Columbia University have 
partnered to develop a new application – called IGFACatchLog – that will allow 
anglers to contribute to fisheries data collection efforts using Apple’s iPhone. As 
they near completion of a pilot version of the App, the IGFA is offering anglers 
the opportunity to test it out and earn some great incentives, including a free 
LifeProof case for the iPhone, Costa sunglasses, and more.

A unique feature of IGFACatchLog will be a visual recognition component, 
developed by computer scientists at Columbia University, which will help an-
glers identify a fish from an iPhone photograph. Researchers at Columbia have 
pioneered similar visual recognition systems for plants through projects like the 
Leafsnap app.

The basic application will be modified from the existing IGFA app, IGFA 
Mobile, and allow anglers who want to participate in research and management 
efforts to do so quickly and easily. While the data collected will contribute to 
specific fisheries research and management efforts, a companion angler catch log 
will allow users to store complete details of their catches for their own use or to 
share with others if they so desire.

“As evidenced by the popularity of IGFA’s current app, anglers are thirsting for 
opportunities to catalog their catches in an easy- to-use application,” remarked 
IGFA Conservation Director Jason Schratwieser. “Adding the capability to eas-
ily share much-needed catch data will also help improve recreational fisheries.”

The initial pilot area for testing this app will be the near shore marine waters 
of Everglades National Park in south Florida. Anglers who fish this area between 
April and December are encouraged to apply to be part of the testing team at 
www.igfacatchlog.org. Project personnel will also be consulting with state and 
federal data managers along the Atlantic seaboard to determine elements and 
features of the app that might be helpful in other areas where angler generated 
data might be useful.

Funding for the project is being provided by the Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation.

For more information, and to find out how to become a member of the IGFA 
CatchLog evaluation team, visit www.igfacatchlog.org  or contact Leah Baumwell 
at lbaumwell@igfa.org or 954-924-4317.

YUMbrella
 
The YUMbrella Rig is the most 

advanced multi-lure on the planet. 
This 7" Multi-Swimming 5-wire 
rig is part of the Bait School Tech-
nology phenomenon. Rig it with 5 
jig heads and swimbaits to mimic 
a realistic school of baitfish.

Retail Price $16.99

Natalie Larrimore, an emergency room nurse from Easton, MD. opened 
up spring trophy season on a positive note with this impressive rockfish. 
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“hunting passion”

Bagging a gobbler with a bow 
and arrow is no easy task. The birds 
have incredible eyesight, second-to-
none hearing, and can disappear in a 
heartbeat if they catch you bringing 
your bow to full draw. Add a small 
kill zone to the equation, and you can 
have your hands full in the woods 
this spring trying to knock over a 
wild turkey.

So how can you affix your tag 
on a longbeard with archery tackle? 
No so surprisingly there are several 
common denominators that lead to 
success.

You have to do your homework. 
Begin by looking for roosting areas 
and then unravel a travel pattern the 
birds use on a more or less regular 
basis. Next, erect a ground blind 
along one of their travel routes and 
fit it with a comfortable stool. A 
stool that will allow you to sit upright 
with minimal effort. You will spend 
more time sitting than walking, and 
a high quality seat has become my 
best bowhunting partner when hunt-
ing turkeys with a bow.

Concealment is also very im-
portant. The inside fabric of most 
ground blinds are black so wear 
lots of black, not camo, and paint 
your face rather than wear a head 
net because it is much  more com-
fortable. In hot weather a face mask 
in a tent is the most uncomfortable 
thing ever. Paint your bow black 
if it is not already black. Use dark 
colored vanes or feathers. Prefer-
ably vanes due to the lack of noise 
they make when drawing your bow 
to your face. Limit all movement 
when in the blind especially if a 
turkey is approaching or in the im-
mediate area. When it comes time 
for the shot, draw your bow low in 
the blind and slowly raise it for the 
shot. Shoot a low poundage bow so 
that if you need to stop mid stroke 
you can hold it in that position if 
need be.

Also practice shooting at 3D 
turkeys from inside the blind so 
when it comes time for the shot your 
confident in your shooting abilities.

I credit most of my success to 
pre-season scouting and the use of 
ground blinds. When scouting rural 
areas for birds, I often ask farm-
ers or nearby landowners for the 
whereabouts of local f locks. I do 
a lot of sitting and listening based 
in part on the information gained 
to help me pinpoint roosting sites, 
feeding areas, and travel routes. If I 
can find an area where the birds are 

visiting on a 
regular ba-
sis, I will set 
up a ground 
blind nearby.

Ground blinds are ideal because 
it is so difficult to drawn down on a 
bird while sitting out in the open. I 
like to weave brush around the blind 
so that it fits in better with the local 
habitat. When it comes time for the 
shot, I like to have the gobbler fac-
ing away and I aim for the center of 
his fan. He can’t see me from this 
position and the arrow passes right 
through his vitals. If he happens to 
be facing me then I aim for the top 
of his beard; if he is broadside, I 
aim for the butt of the wing. Some 
bowhunters tell me they aim for the 
head but I am not that confident in 
my shooting skill when under such 
pressure. I like a bigger target!

I use decoys on occasion, but if 
I can find an area where the birds 
are showing up on a regular basis, 
I will forego the decoys. If I decide 
to use a decoy, I place the decoys – 
facing away - about 5 yards directly 
in front of the blind.

Decoys not decoy. I use two to 
three decoys if I decide to use them. 
Primarily, if I can’t find an area that 
is frequented on a regular basis but 
I know the gobblers are in the area 
and are workable.

After things settle down I will 
use a slate call and make clucking 
sounds. I will also gobble on occa-
sion if needed. This is when decoys 
earn their keep. The scenario must 
be believable when the birds ap-
proach the blind. They must be able 
to see something that looks like 
what they are hearing or they will 
become especially wary.

When hunting f rom a blind 
always remove two arrows from 
your quiver. One gets nocked, the 
other sits within easy reach. At 
blind setup ranges the birds should 
be close but if you miss there is a 
good chance that you’ll get another 
shot. Staggering birds get another 
shot and the second arrow within 
easy reach can be a game changer. 
It takes an average of 1.5 shots 
to take a gobbler. That means for 
every 3 arrows that you launch, 2 
birds will hit the ground. Turkeys 
aren’t always easy to hit, and they 
aren’t that easy to anchor.

I’ve found that the most effective 
broad head is a fixed-three-blade if 
you’re shooting low poundage. 50 
pounds and under. If you choose 
to shoot a heavier weighted bow, 
an expandable 2-inch 3-blade will 
do some serious damage.

Turkeys are tough to hunt es-
pecially with a bow. Setting up 
a blind correctly and in the right 
spot will maximize your chances 
of bagging that bird with a bow 
this spring.

By Mike Monteleone

Gobblers from a Blind 
and String

Chris Lingerman and his son Thomas bagged this turkey on youth day 
in Rock Hall, MD.

Don Travis of Travis Taxidermy was on his Illinois Farm for the third 
morning in a row and said “they were playing late and hard to get in cold 
rainy conditions but the good Lord sent me one in.” 23 pounds sporting 
1&1/2 inch spurs.
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Turkey Supplies in stock!
Maryland Hunting & 

Fishing Licenses
Black Powder Guns & Supplies

Large Selection of Deer Calls & Deer Lure
Local Info / Bow Accessories

Shotgun Shells / Parker Crossbows
Tree Stands & Blinds / Range Finders

Binoculars / Scouting Cameras

BOW TUNING
Also Custom Strings & Arrows

ARCHERY LEAGUES • 410-928-3871
Hours: Tuesday–Friday 10–7; Saturday & Sunday 10–5; 

Closed Monday - www.cypresscreekarchery.com

AND MUCH MORE - STOP IN!

Stop in and 
see us today!

Where the Hunt Never Ends!
FOUR STAR 

RATED RANGE

Rated by The National Shooting Sports Foundation
Pro Shop Mathews, Mission Bows, Elite and G5 • Equipment Rentals

A+
featuring

George E. Bennett, Owner
3021 Churchville Road (Rt. 22) • 

Churchville, MD 21028

410-734-9554 

www.deercreekarchery.com

Crossbow Range 
Now Open!

Check out our video on line!

New Mathews 
2013

Creed Chill ZXT 
Now 

In Stock!

Rich from Clyde’s didn’t give Bill a chance to use his Muzzleloader with 
these does. Rich even had to make sure that Muzzleloader still worked. 
Photo Courtesy of Clyde’s Sport Shop.

Jimmy Wright III from Rock Hall MD. bagged this nice gobbler during 
the 2013 Youth Turkey Hunt.

Captain Brian Councell’s Parties aboard “Sea Dux” are having a good 
spring seaon.
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Thompson Safe Company
Protect Your Investment

Residential and Commercial Safes
7313-M Grove Road • Frederick, MD 21704

We Deliver to MD • VA • WV • PA
www.thompsonsafes.com

Mike 
Thompson

301-631-1500

Chesapeake Bay Fishing Aboard 
Karen Ray II

Captain Curtis Johns and his mate, son Curt will take you out on their 
50-foot "Karen Ray II," on a memorable, private fishing charter. 

Trophy rockfish, rockfish, blues, flounder, croaker spot. Whatever fish 
are in season, you and your party will have a great day out on the Bay.

Small or large parties - 6-49 Passengers 
Crisfield, MD.

Captain Curtis Johns
(410) 623-2310

www.facebook.com/chesapeakefishing

Captain Mitch Quillen
410-708-4005 - www.catch22sportfishing.com

Docked at Kentmoor Marina, Kent Island, Maryland

Sportfishing

41’ Custom
Trolling & Bottom Fishing for 
Rockfish • Mackeral • Blues 

Flounder • Croaker

Booking 
Now For 
Summer 

2013
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Councell Charters
410-708-4241

Book Now for Spring 2013 
We Follow the FISH!

Captain 
Brian Councell

www.councellcharters.com
brian@councellcharters.com

5826 Ritchie Hwy. - Baltimore, MD 21225 • 410-789-7777 • 1/2 mile North of Beltway Exit 3-A

INTERNATIONAL 
BOW 

TUNING 
INSTRUCTOR

www.macrotecharchery.com

Authorized dealer for...

Special Tooling for 
Professional 

Installation of ALL Drop 
Away Rests!

Macrotech 
Archery Pro Shop

FREE Bow Check-Up 
Bow Tuning & Repairs on Premises 

Complete Laser Tuning System

MACRO KNOW BOWS

One of Maryland’s 
Largest heated & 
Air Conditioned 

INDOOR BOW RANGES

Newest 
Full Line 
dealer in 
Maryland 
for Lone 

Wolf Tree Stands

Kiser Commercial Agency, 
an Elite Agency for McNeil & Company's AdvenSure

Insurance Program for Outdoor and Recreational risks invites 
inquiries from the following eligible business classes: KCA
• Now insuring hunting trips for travel, firearm and medical.
• Rod & Gun Clubs
• Outfitters & Guides
• Hunting Leases
• Hunting Preserves
• Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays
• Bed & Breakfasts

To learn more about 
this program, please 

contact the 
Kiser 

Commercial 
Agency…

P.O. Box 647, Riviera Beach, MD 21123
Ph.: 410.439.8110 • 800.433.5473

edkiser4463@yahoo.com
www.outdoorinsurancespecialist.com

Mr. Alvie Sickle caught this 9 lb. 14 oz. Rainbow Trout on April Fools Day 
2013. The only thing fooled that day was this impressive Rainbow Trout 
with 28 inches in length a girth of - 16 1/2”.

The “Professor” Bill Raeder bagged this Mule Deer on a trip out west. 
Photo Courtesy of Ron’s Bay Pro Shop.

Send your photo’s to 
driftrock@verizon.net 

for publication.



 12 www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com May 2013

‘I just don’t understand it’ said 
the  d isappointed angle r  a s  he 
settled in for an effort for crappies. 
‘Last year, we were catching all 
kinds of 13 to 15 inch crappies in 
here, and this year they just don’t 
seem to be around. I don’t know 
what the problem is.’ 

I asked the angler if he kept 
those fish…’Yeah, we kept all the 
big ones.’ 

Well I’m not a fisheries biolo-
gist, but I think I know what the 
problem might be.  W hen I  in-
formed him that it might not be 
the best idea to keep every single 
large f ish they caught, he actu-
ally laughed at me and said ‘Naw, 
there’s a ton of big f ish in here, 
they’re just not here this year. 
They’re out there, somewhere else.’ 
Interesting…I had just come off 
the lake and had caught 41 crap-
pies, not one of which exceeded 
12 inches in length. And 13 to 15 
inchers were coming out of the 
woodwork last year? Not here any-
more? Wonder where they went? I 
think I know.

Truly, the final frontier in catch 
and release angling is in the world 
of panfishing, that is, fishing for 
bluegills, crappies, perch and the 
like that make up the bulk of many 
a fish fry, nationwide. Panfisher-
men are out to catch fish for the 
skillet, and they are among the 
most delicious of fish that swim. 

Most state wide limits are very 
high, or non-existent, on panfish 
numbers. In Pennsylvania, an an-
gler may keep 50 panfish per day, 
of varying spe-
c i e s ,  t o  t o t a l 
that number. If a 
fishery has a lot 
of top-end crap-
pies, in the 13 to 
15 inch range, 
and anglers are 
keeping 50 per 
man, per day, it 
on ly  s t ands  to 
reason that those 
fish will be tar-
geted, and deci-
mated, in a short 
few years, and maybe sooner, de-
pending on the size and dynamics 
of the waterway.

In many southern waters, pan-
fish species are permitted unlim-
ited harvest by the angling public. 
Also, in certain areas of the coun-
try, traditional concepts in suste-
nance fishing has never changed 
in logic or conservation outlooks. 
If a fish is big enough to clean and 
eat, you clean and eat it! It’s that 
simple. Load the freezer and ask 
questions later, when the fish seem 
to be going downhill. When one 
water body gets fished down, we’ll 
just hammer another one. 

Clearly, there is nothing wrong 
with keeping some fish for the pan 
and I do it several times a year to 
enjoy delicious, fresh fillets. We 
try to selectively harvest mid-sized 
panfish and release the larger in-
dividuals to make for genetically 
superior offspring remaining in 
the system. And there is nothing 

wrong with keeping that rare, tro-
phy sized panfish when that great 
moment occurs. But to harvest 
every single adult member of a 
specific specie and then complain 
about the lack of big f ish just 
doesn’t make sense. Add to that 
the fact that most of the guys I see 
hauling out lots of fish could stand 
to miss a few meals or get involved 
in an exercise program. Different 
waters can tolerate higher harvest 

rates and have the 
potential to recover 
f rom overhar vest 
of  t op - end  adu l t 
panfish. Of all the 
d i f fe rent  species 
of  f i sh  i n  f re sh-
water,  the ones I 
have seen ‘fished-
down’ the most are 
the adult to trophy-
sized populations 
of bluegills, crap-
pies and perch. Not 
bass, not trout, and 
not catfish species. 

Let’s face it, releasing the major-
ity of top-end panfish just makes 
sense to sustain quality fisheries.

Although most of todays pan-
f ishermen desire to see quality 
f isheries with big f ish, the vast 
majority of these anglers are not 
willing to admit that their harvest 
rates can adversely affect panfish 
dynamics. Labored down with de-
cades old theology based more on 

myth than truth, they continue to 
selectively harvest only the very 
largest of each specie, and can 
signif icantly reduce the top-end 
size structure of bluegills, crappies 
and yellow perch. Back in the day, 
when they were keeping bucket 
loads of 10 inch class bluegills, 
the concept was that the smaller 
fish will fill in and recruit to the 
desired ‘bull bluegill’ size. Same 
thoughts with crappies, and so on. 
But the truth is that this almost 
never happens today, especially 
with the increasing amount of 
panf ish anglers nationwide and 
the advanced technologies they 
now employ. Let’s face it…todays 
panfish freak has more and better 
gear, electronics, boat handling 
skills, varied tactics and superior 
knowledge of the f ish than ever 
before. Todays panfish angler is 
not just cane pole and corks and 
kids stuff.

Other factors also play a role in 
panfish populations. Good and bad 
spawning years, water levels, ma-
jor storm events and their timing, 
natural dynamics like introduced 
weed species or other fish species 
and of course fishing pressure…the 
X factor in panfish angling. To top 
it off, few state DNR agencies pay 
much attention to panfish manage-
ment strategies or adjustment in 
size or daily limits of fish. Many 

“Fishin’ Back east”

By Jim Gronaw

RELEASING BIG PANFISH…
WHY IT MAKES SENSE

See Gronaw page 13

Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World

(410) 327-6942
1919-25 Eastern Ave. Baltimore, MD. 21231

STRIPER TACKLE!
Bay Trolling • Fly Fishing

Freshwater Tackle
Lead Molds, All Sizes

Waders & Hip Boots for
ALL Sizes

ALL FISHING!
ALL THE TIME!

Bay • Surf • Bass • 
Trout • Panfish

SPECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY
E-Mail Questions and Tackle Inquiries 
Welcomed: tochtermans@hotmail.com
ROD & REEL REPAIRS & SERVICE

Over 200 Different Do-It & Cast Iron Molds in Stock
Over 600 Different Reels In Stock

Complete Selection of 
FLY FISHING TACKLE

Rods • Reels • Tying Supplies & Equipment 
• How-To Books & Videos

Visit Our 
Distinctive Fly 
Fishing Room

Jim hides behind this 11 inch plus sunfish for a quick photo, and quick 
release.
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Continued from Page 12

Gronaw …

states have no daily creel limit, 
and many states are so liberal that 
it would be hard to believe a man 
would keep 50 panfish a day for 
twenty days a year. True, panfish 
do not appear to be the ‘money’ 
f ish like bass, t rout or walleye. 
But many surveys show that they 
are among the most sought after 
species in the nation and provide 
food and sport for family fishing 
scenarios. I believe the state of 
Maryland was very wise to put a 15 
fish limit on bluegills and crappies 
about 10 years ago. But still, there 
are public waters that could stand 
for a little more harvest, and many 
more that cannot.

With all things considered, it 
just makes sense to release the 
majority of large panfish and keep 
that rare trophy for the wall when 
it does come your way. Yes, some 
waters just have bigger f ish and 
can withstand more harvest. But 
imagine what our bass f isheries 
would be like if everybody kept ev-
ery 5-pound bass they ever caught. 
Don’t giant bluegills, crappies and 
yellow perch deserve the same 
respect?

GUN SHACK / CROSSWINDS
FULL PRO SHOP SALES AND SERVICE

Arrows by Beman, Easton, Gold Tip and Carbon Express • Crossbows & Accessories

Bows & Accessories from:

A Turn of The Century Store:
101 S. Main St. - Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0122 • www.gunshackinc.com

Eichler Charter Services
“southpaw”Sailing out 

of Kentmoor 
Marina 

Kent Island, MD 
5 minutes from 

Bay Bridge
Capt. Jeffrey Eichler
USCG Licensed 50 
ton Master Captain Booking now for Spring!

Call for More Information 
410-490-1485 or 410-827-6676
www.fishingsouthpaw.com
info@fishingsouthpaw.com

Mention 

this ad for a 

FREE 
Breakfast

Billy Graham was fishing with a 
minnow recently in a Cecil County 
lake when he caught this behemoth 
of a crappie that came within a half 
ounce of the state record of 4lbs. 
7oz caught by Jason Morrison in 
2004. Courtesy of MD DNR.

Our structures are built with quality materials and attention to detail. 
All of our structures are warrantied and backed by 

a family in the business for over 40 years.

-Piers -
   Bulkheads
-Rip Rap
-Dredging
-Floating Docks
-Boat Lifts
-Living 
   Shorelines
-Demolition

-Offshore Blinds
-Foundations
-Land Bridges
-Marina 
    Construction
-Boathouse
-Moorings
-Osprey Structures
-And more

“BUILT TO LAST”
New Construction and Repairs

DECKELMAN'S PILE 
DRIVING

Office: 410-778-6777
Fax: 410-778-9400

22589 Hudson Road
Rock Hall, MD. 21661

www.deckelmanseasternshore.com
longcovemarina@yahoo.com

James Thompson - aka the brick man was out last month and his smile 
tells the story.

Doc Reinoff with a beauty aboard the Canvasback out of Rock Hall, MD 
with Captain Bob Ritchie.
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TROPHY BAIT AND TACKLE
Rockfish 
Rigs and 
Bait 

410-238-3825
805 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21211

All Crabbing 
Supplies 

Live Bait • Fishing Licenses
Clam Bags

24 hour bait machine

2917 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21220  

410-687-2107

Bowley’s Bait & Tackle
Live Bait • Licenses

Now a Booking Agent for Local 
Charter Boat Fleet.

Call for More Information.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

The last of Rabbit season was a good one for the Rabbit Commanders. 
Left to right: Timothy Hamilton, Timothy McGee Captain Wilie Dykes (Out-
door Delmarva / Ch. 16) Jostin Kelly, Robbie Wink, Brian Wink and Maribeth 
Kulynycz. Photo Courtesy of Wink’s Sporting Goods.

Now Offering Towing & Roll Back Service

Captain Greg Jetton’s crew were all smiles aboard Blind Faith when 
they boated this pair of Rockfish at the same time out of Rock Hall, MD

National Bouy center 
on line is - 

http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov
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Compare the tackle used by some-
one trolling offshore for blue marlin 
to that used by some guy trying to 
catch a yellow perch through a hole 
in a frozen Minnesota lake and you’re 
not likely to find any bit of hardware 
that both anglers have in common, 
the techniques and the very fish the 
two fishermen pursue are so radically 
different that there’s really nothing to 
compare. Well – almost nothing.

No matter what type of fishing they 
do or for what type of fish, one thing ev-
ery traditional recreational fisherman 
has in common is that we all use hooks. 
But that’s about where the similarity 
comes to an end, because between size, 
design, and what they’re made of, there 
are as many variations in hooks as there 
are fish in the sea. Hooks were used 
back in the days when fishermen were 
covered with more hair than clothing, 
and I expect they’ll still be used when 
our descendants are exploring fishing 
opportunities on distant planets. But as 
important as hooks are to fishing, there 
are a lot of common mistakes made 
by anglers when selecting and using 
them, and considering that a hook is 
the only part of an anglers tackle that 
truly connects fish to fisherman, a little 
knowledge about hooks can go a long 
way to making for a better angler.

Rods can break and reels can mal-
function in the middle of a fight and 
resourceful anglers may still manage 
to land their fish, and more than just a 
few times I’ve even had the line break 
and was able to capture the fish by 
getting hold of the line trailing behind 
it as it swam away. But when a hook 
pulls from a fish’s jaw it’s “game over” 
so anglers should always strive to use 
the proper hook for the job and make 

sure it’s tuned and maintained.
Tuning a hook means prepping it 

for the job ahead and in most cases 
that means sharpening it, although the 
process could also involve removing 
the barb, or bending the hook to alter 
the shape for one reason of the other. 

It use to be that almost all big game 
hooks had to be sharpened before 
use but these days a lot of them come 
through pre-sharpened and ready to 
go. Whether or not a hook is “sharp 
enough” depends in upon what it’s 
going to be used for. Fish with tough 
jaws such as billfish, sharks, and tarpon 
typically require a very sharp hook to 
get enough penetration that they’ll stay 
put. But regardless of the species, a 
sharp hook is required about anytime 
someone is fishing with relatively light 
tackle because “light line” means “light 
drag settings” and very little pressure 
applied to the hook-set.

For most applications a properly 
sharp hook will feel “sticky” when 
you try to drag the point across your 
fingertip. Such a hook will immediately 
start to dig in rather than slip as soon as 

pressure is applied to the line. Fisher-
men targeting large, tough-mouthed 
fish will often want to have not only a 
sharp point but also a cutting edge on 
the inside “blade” between the point 
and the end of the barb. There are all 
kinds of hook sharpening devices on 

the market but there is nothing that 
beats a simple hardware store file. Files 
should be matched to the size of the 
hook; big files for big hooks, small files 
for small hooks and for really small 
hooks a fingernail file work just fine.

Hooks are made in many metal 
compounds, but fishermen need only 
worry about whether they are made of 
stainless steel that don’t rust, or from 
other compounds that do. Because 
stainless hooks don’t corrode they’re 
a poor choice for everyday fishing 
because when fish are released or lost 
with hooks in their mouths those hooks 
can stay with the fish indefinitely and 
might eventually lead to its death. 

Stainless steel hooks are, therefore, 
usually reserved for use on artificial 
lures where they are less likely to be 
lost. Stainless hooks a more difficult to 
sharpen and typically more expensive.

Compound hooks are the most com-
monly used, with most having some 
sort of plating on them that slows the 
corrosion process so the hooks won’t 
rust away in our tackle boxes. How-
ever, when these hooks are submerged 
continuously in saltwater, such as when 
a fish is swimming free with a hook 
left in its mouth, the plating and the 
hook begins to dissolve away within 
the first few days. Anglers should 
also be aware that where a hook is 
sharpened plating is filed away and 
the hook will begin to rust in that 
area. A felt-tip pen can be used to coat 
the sharpened area of a hook to add a 
little rust protection until the hook is 
put to use. Some companies are now 
producing catch-and-release friendly 
hooks. Usually bronze in color, these 
hooks have no plating so they dissolve 
away even quicker. Anglers should be 
aware, however, that these are pretty 
much one-use hooks, because after 
being used in saltwater they will start 
corroding to the point that you won’t 
want to store them on your boat or in 
your tackle box.

No discussion of hooks is complete 
without a mention of “circle-hooks” 
which are more circular in shape than 
the standard “j-hook” design. Circle-
hooks are available in all the different 
sizes and can be either stainless steel 
or a compound. Circle-hooks have 
become very popular in many fisher-
ies because they have the advantage 
of usually setting in the corner of 
the mouth by locking over the jaw, 
thus giving them both greater hold-
ing power and making them the best 
tool for catch-and-release fishing. 
That’s a “win” for fish and a “win” 
for fishermen.

By Capt. Mark Sampson

Coastal 

Report

8232 Ocean Gateway
Easton, Maryland

Next to West Marine on Rt. 50

410-820-5599 • 800-263-2027

“Stop in here before you head out there”
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McGinnity Marine Art

19717 Five Forks Road | New Freedom, PA 17349
Phone: 717-993-2373 | george@mcginnitymarineart.com

Fish Mounts are our Specialty! 
Visit our website to see all - www.mcginnitymarineart.com

Hunting for a Good Quality Truck?

Call Rich Bramble Today! 
410-778-2484 - Cell 410-708-3167

We are ready to DEAL!
Ramsey Pontiac 

GMC Truck
Chestertown, MD
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This crew was fishing aboard the “Rockaholic” 
with Capt. Ron Jayne when they hooked this 
50”, 50 lb. spring trophy off of Kent Island, MD

Change Coming to Maryland’s Commercial Striped Bass Fishery
DNR Sets a May 10 Striped Bass 

Commercial Control Date for Quota 
Allocation

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) Fisheries Service is making a significant 
management change to the commercial Chesapeake 
Bay Striped Bass fishery. DNR is working to meet 
fishing industry goals, create a more sustainable 
system, increase accountability and make it easier 
for police to enforce the law. The system will also 
comply with new Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission requirements. These changes are the 
result of extensive meetings with the Tidal Fisher-

ies Advisory Commission’s Striped Bass Industry 
Workgroup over the past 18 months.

The proposed change is the allocation of individual 
quotas to fishing permit holders based on their Striped 
Bass catch histories from January 1, 2001 through 
February 29, 2012. New regulations will impact 
Striped Bass permit holders fishing in 2014.

DNR has set a cutoff (control date) of May 10, 
2013 as the date when a waterman with a record of 
catching Striped Bass must possess a commercial 
Striped Bass permit in order to be eligible for a 2014 
allocation.

“There are watermen who participated in the 
Striped Bass fishery in the 2001 to 2012 period but 
no longer have a Striped Bass permit. There are 

also watermen working with a 
temporary transferred permit 
who have accumulated a catch 
history, which could justify a 
quota allocation for them under 
the new management program,” 
said Mike Luisi, director of DNR 
Fisheries Estuarine and Marine 
Division. “It’s important that 
these watermen understand that 
their catch history will not be 
considered if they don’t possess a 
Striped Bass permit on May 10.”

“We are asking that any permit 
owner or potential buyer consid-
ering a permanent Striped Bass 
permit transfer after May 10th 
consult with us before commit-
ting to a sale. We want fishermen 
to be well informed regarding 
the allocation impacts when 
making this business decision,” 
said Luisi.

Fishermen with any ques-
tions may contact Mike Luisi 
at 410-260-8341 or mluisi@dnr.
state.md.us, or Janelle Mueller at 
410-260-8270 or jmueller@dnr.
state.md.us.

Craig Miller from Cecil County, who is 13 years 
old caught a fish of lifetime aboard Brawler with 
mate Dave Shultie.

The Long crew with Mr Sonny had an impres-
sive limit abaord Fish Fear Us with Captain Bob 
Ritchie.

Send your 
pictures to 
Driftrock@
verizon.net

The MSSA and Youth Angler 
Club is excited to announce 
Maryland's own award winning 
author and angler, Lenny Rudow 
to the Youth Fishing Seminar 
Series.  Lenny will be speak-
ing on August 8th at Alltackle 
in Annapolis about Shoreline 
Fishing.  As you know, shoreline 
fishing is the number one access 
opportunity for a majority of 
anglers, especially youth anglers, 
and Lenny will discuss the tackle 
needed, tactics, and some loca-
tions to shoreline fish throughout 
the state.

Don't forget, next month Bill 
Goldsborough discusses basic 
fish biology and the ecosystem.  
There is no better way to become 
a better angler than to understand 
the fish and the environment they 
live in. 

MSSA Youth Angler 
Club Welcomes 
Lenny Rudow
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Your favorite fisherman would be 
proud to find his catch fried with this 
golden coating, “I’ve gotten raves each 
time I’ve made this fish,” says Dennis 
Dornfeldt of Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 

4 ServingsPrep/Total Time: 25 min.
Ingredients
2 eggs
1/2 cup milk
2 cups butter-flavored cracker crumbs
1/2 teaspoon garlic salt
1/4 teaspoon dried oregano
1/4 teaspoon dried tarragon
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1 pound lake perch fillets
Vegetable oil

Directions
In a shallow bowl, beat eggs and milk. In another shallow bowl,
combine cracker crumbs, garlic salt, oregano, tarragon and pep-

per.
Dip the perch in egg mixture, then coat with crumbs. Heat oil in 

a skillet over medium heat. Fry fish for several minutes on each side 
or until it flakes easily with a fork. Yield: 4 servings.

Nutrition Facts: 1 serving (4 ounces) equals 397 calories, 16 g fat 
(3 g saturated fat), 212 mg cholesterol, 717 mg sodium, 33 g carbo-
hydrate, 1 g fiber, 30 g protein.

Wine: Light-Bodied White Wine: Enjoy this recipe with a light-
bodied white wine such as Sauvignon Blanc or Pinot Grigio 

Beer - Any you happen to like!

Book of the Month
Hunt, Gather, Cook: 

Finding the Forgotten 
Feast

From field, forest, and stream to table, award-

winning journalist Hank Shaw explores the 

forgotten art of foraging.

If there is a frontier beyond organic, local and 

seasonal, beyond farmers’ markets and grass-def 

meat, it’s hunting, fishing and foraging your own 

food. A lifelong angler and forager who became 

a hunter late in life, Hank Shaw is dedicated to finding a place on the table for 

the myriad overlooked and underutilized wild foods that are there for the taking 

-- if you know how to find them.

In Hunt, Gather, Cook, he shares his experiences both in the field and in the 

kitchen, as well as his extensive knowledge of North America’s edible flora and 

fauna. Hank provides a user-friendly, food-oriented introduction to tracking 

down and cooking everything from prickly pears, to grouper to snowshoe hares.

“In Hunt, Gather, Cook, [Shaw] makes a powerful argument for joining him 
in a few of those pursuits, if only to become aware of the great bounty that sur-
rounds us in the natural world, even when we live in urban environments—and 
perhaps particularly then.” --The New York Times

Cracker-Coated Fried Perch

Tuckahoe Sportsman provides the highest quality outdoor sporting gear to the Eastern Shore area. 
For over 8 years, our family owned and operated shop has specialized in providing 

superior customer service to all our clients in Caroline and the surrounding counties. 
Stop by today to check out our extensive selection of hunting and fishing supplies.

Tuckahoe Sportsman
“Your Outdoor Adventure Store”

BUY LOCAL!

22145 Shore Highway - Denton, MD. - Corner of Route 404 & Route 480

410-364-9005

Large 
Selection of 

Bows In Stock!

We Have YOUR Spring 
Rockfish Supplies!

All the 
Turkey 

Supplies Are 
In Stock and 
Ready To Go!

Photo courtesy of NWTF

Muck 
Boots In 

Stock!
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9 am to Sunset
• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors

Instruction Available 

Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now
410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023

US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Public Rifle Range
7 Days Per Week

Rain or Shine
24 Covered Benches

$20 Shoot All Day
Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military
Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available
Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards

Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge

Jason Healey and his wife Amanda Healey were 
White Perch fishing off of the Bill Burton Pier in 
Cambridge last month. Bloodworms were the 
bait of choice. They did catch 6 hefty perch. Bill 
would be proud. Photo courtesy of the Maryland 
Anglers Log.

Tim Delaney holding a 50" cow he hooked for a client who was tired from the fight on April 23rd 
aboard Casey Michelle lll charters with Capt. Brady Sweitzer at the helm.
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Rt. #544 & 290 Crossroads
Crumton, MD 21628

410-778-4200
One Stop Store for all Your 

Daily Needs!

OUTPOST 544

Open
  Early 
   Every 
    Morning!

Hot & Cold Foods
Beer, Wine & Liquor

Groceries & Cigarettes
Gasoline, Diesel & Kerosene
Bill Payment, Money Orders

Check Cashing, Western Union
Dump Tickets, QA Co. Ramp Stickers

Lottery, Keno, ATM, 
Fishing Bait

Prepaid Cell Phone Cards
Very Fresh Hot 

Morning Coffee!

H G-Neff Realty
HUNTING PROPERTIES FOR SALE

Dorchester County
380 acre farm: 60+/- tillable acres and the remainder in marsh and mature timber. 
Three waterfowl impoundments and multiple other ponds. Offering includes hunt-
ing lodge and navigable waterfrontage. One of the best Sika properties around with 
Whitetail and Turkeys. Asking $685,000. 
72 acre Taylor’s Island farm: Mostly tillable ground with two large 5 +/- acre wa-
terfowl impoundments, and two small holding ponds. Excellent Waterfowl Property 
with some sika, whitetail, and turkey. Asking $499,000
158 +/- Acre Property: Located in Crapo, Md comprised of woodland and marsh, 
one flooded impoundment for ducks, and one permanent pond in woods. 5 acre 
open space allows for another pond. Perfect habitat for waterfowl, whitetail, sika, and 
turkeys. A real sportsman’s paradise. Asking $499,000. 
270 Acre Dorchester County Marsh that is boat access only. This property is an 
excellent waterfowl and sika deer property. Asking $295,000
390 Acres Timber: Bucktown RD/ Stone Boundary RD, Dorchester County. The 
tract of timber consists of  .3 acres of ponds, 1.5 acres of food plots for Deer and Tur-
keys. Perfect investment for Timber Harvesting or Deer and Turkey Hunting. Asking 
$1,200,000. 
Talbot County
135 acre Talbot county Farm with Roughly 70+/- till-
able acres with the remainder in woods. great location for 
goose, duck, deer, and turkeys. Asking $938,250.
Green Marsh Point 33.15 Acres with huge Westerly Views 
across the Bay to Poplar Island. Large mature trees, sandy 
Beach, Marsh and 4+/- MLW Complete this listing. Asking 
$799,000

Ask for: 
John Foster: Cell (410) 490-6608

Henner Gibbons-Neff: 
Cell (410) 829-0698

H-G Neff Realty
Dover St., Easton, MD 

Office (410) 770-8400 

   1 6:08  8:00 5:42 8:27
   2 6:06 8:01 5:41 8:28
   3 6:05 8:02 5:41 8:29
   4 6:04 8:03 5:41 8:29
   5 6:03 8:03 5:40 8:30
   6  6:02 8:05 5:40 8:30
   7 6:01 8:06 5:40 8:31
   8 6:00 8:07 5:40 8:32
   9 5:59 8:08 5:40  8:32
  10  5:58 8:09 5:40 8:33
  11 5:57 8:10 5:39 8:33
  12 5:56 8:11 5:39 8:34
  13 5:55 8:11 5:39 8:34
  14 5:54 8:12 5:39 8:34
  15 5:53 8:13 5:39 8:35
  16 5:52 8:14 5:39 8:35
  17 5:51 8:15 5:39 8:35
  18 5:50 8:16 5:40 8:36
  19 5:49 8:17 5:40 8:36
  20 5:49 8:18 5:40 8:36
  21 5:48 8:19 5:40 8:36
  22 5:47 8:20 5:40 8:37
  23 5:47 8:20 5:41 8:37
  24 5:46 8:21 5:41 8:37
  25 5:45 8:22 5:41 8:37
  26 5:45 8:23 5:42 8:37
  27 5:44 8:24 5:42 8:37
  28 5:44 8:24 5:42 8:37
  29 5:43 8:25 5:43 8:37
  30 5:43 8:26 5:43 8:37
  31 5:42 8:27 

                    MAY     JUNE

SUNRISE & SUNSET
AT BALTIMORE, MD

EASTERN STANDARD TIME

DAY RISE SET RISE SET

Fishing for a Special Deal?

We      Our  
Guests

Call Us 
Today 
for All 
YOUR 
Auto 
Parts 
Needs!

Fishbones bait and tackle inc.
• Fresh
Live Bait 
ALEWIVES
SOFT CRABS
PEELERS
RAZOR CLAMS
• Crabbing Supplies
• Rods, Reels, Lures - Lure Making Supplies
• Complete Line of Marine & Boating Supplies
• EXIDE Marine Battery Distributor...& Much Much More!

4729 mountain road - Pasadena, MD 21122

410-360-0573

LIVE BAIT!

Send your photo’s this spring to 
driftrock@verizon.net
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Thankfully the 2013 
general session has come 
to an end and as someone 
who has been involved 
with hook and bullet legis-
lation for more the fifteen 
years I can honestly this 

was one for the books.  
For those who wanted more hunting opportuni-

ties (Sunday) it was a mixed bag.  If you work six 
days a week and don’t have access to private lands, 
Dorchester County has expanded turkey hunting to 
include Sunday hunting on public land joining the 
western counties. Deer hunting in Carroll County 
just added more days to hunt with expanded Sunday 
hunting starting the first Sunday in October through 
the middle of January.  The upper eastern shore had 
mixed results with Queen Anne County adding more 
archery Sunday hunting for deer but lost on turkeys, 
while their neighbors next door in Kent County 
struck out when trying to expand Sunday hunting 
for turkeys and deer.

Its seems that every large parcel of land eventually 
gets carved up into smaller lots and which makes 
archery hunting a lot more difficult with 150 yd from 
an occupied dwelling rule. Archery hunting for deer 
in suburban zones has gotten a bit easier in a few 
counties. Carroll and Frederick all ready had their 
distance decreased from 150 yards to 50 yards and 
Harford County has joined them by lowering it from 
150 yards to 100 yards.

Hunters in the western Maryland once again 
brought forth legislation to allow archery hunters to 
carry a handgun for personal defense from bears.  As 
anyone who has hunted, fished, or lives in that part 
of Maryland can attest bears seem to be anywhere 
and everywhere.  The bill after being heard, never 
received a vote, and died when the session ended.

The ability of the Department of Wildlife and 
Heritage to fund itself via an increase in the cost of 

a hunting license once again 
defied common sense in the 
House of Delegates, who slow 
played the bill to ensure it did 
not pass.  The bill was sup-

ported by both sportsmen’s groups (Maryland Bow 
Society, Maryland Guide and Outfitters, Western 
Maryland Sportsmen’s Coalition just to name a few) 
and the animal rights community. The bill would 
have increased the cost of a resident license 
by $12, 

w o u l d 
have increased non-resident by $20, 

decrease cost for junior hunters, would have for the 
first time mandated non-hunters on wildlife manage-
ment areas to purchase a stamp (similar to wildlife 

refuges), and transferred wildlife violation penalties 
from the court system from the general fund to the 
wildlife and heritage.  The money for hunting licenses 
by federal law must remain in DNR and could not 
be transferred to the general fund.   The bill passed 
through the Senate once again, only to be delayed 
and held up in the house. In the end, with wildlife 
and heritage receiving almost no monies from the 
general fund, and the loss of almost two million 
dollars, one wonders how it will affect the wildlife 
and heritage and how they operate.  No one knows 
what is next on the chopping block, but hunters will 
wind up with less.

No recap of the 2013 session would be complete 
without discussing SB 281 otherwise known as the 
gun bill.  The bill was comprised of 62 pages leg-
islation pertaining to mental health, firearms, AR 
style guns, magazine capacity, handgun licensing, 
dealer records and anything else elected officials 
could include in the bill.  Opposition to the bill by 
firearm owners was evident by the thousands of 
gun owners who took time to call, email, fax, and 
show up in person to testify against the bill.  The 
debate was spirited and personal in both the house 
and senate with over 100 amendments offered by 
pro gun and anti gun forces. In the end, despite 
the best attempts of 2nd amendment support-
ers, the votes from Montgomery County, Prince 
George’s County, and Baltimore City were too 
much to override.  Some of the aspects of the 
final product are a list of firearms will not be 
sold in Maryland anymore, magazines holding 
more than 10 rounds will no longer be allowed, 
and new purchases of handguns will require a 
permit, classroom training and finger printing.  
As this story is being written, two responses to 
this bill are in works. The first would be to put 
the bill the bill to referendum during the 2014 

general election. This would prevent the law from 
going into effect till the results from that election are 
certified. The second course of action being examined 
is challenges to the some or all parts of the bill via 
the courts. Stay tuned to see how this law plays out 
over the next year.  

Now Booking for 
Chesapeake Bay 

Fishing!
410-708-1616

“The last word”

By Steve Huettner

Annapolis 
Review 2013
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FOR SALE

MISC.

Classifieds

2013 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

2013 Classifieds 
are FREE

20 words 
or less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

2009 EZGO Camo lifted - call today 410-
482-7110

Stainless Steel Suzuki Propeller 141/4 x 
22. Left rotation 15 spline. New .$280. 814-386-
4404. 

99 Legacy Sea-Era 23 ft. W/A, 150 
H. P. Johnson, Fully Equiped and trail-
er.$11,300.00....... Call Frank for more informa-
tion 443-223-0156 

Labrador Retriever Pups- Finest Eastern 
Shore breeding. Taking deposits for yellows & 
blacks ready in April.  Details 443-477-2162 or 
karnlar@comcast.net 

REM 1187 SUPERMAG MOSSY OAK 
CAMO BRAND NEW STILL IN BOX SHOOTS 
2 3/4 TO 3 1/2 SHELLS WAS 899.00 SELLING 
FOR 760.00

greenwing29@verizon.net 

TFL for sale - with guide license and no 
rockfish allocation - 410-758-7172

Brand new in the box, REM 11-87 super-
mag mossy oak camo, 2 3/4 to 3 1/2  asking 
760.00 greenwing29@verizon.net HARFORD 
CO Maryland

Used commercial Sporting clay traps. 
Call 410-758-1824 for details. 

3 Started Elhew English Pointers.  Hunted 
over wild birds in South Dakota. 1-male, 2 fe-
males. Email melodys@verizon.net.

Brand new in box Weatherby, PA-08, 12 
gauge, black - ynthetic, “Ducks Unlimited” with 
chokes, lock and wrench. $450.00. uparms@
gmail.com, Kent Co. DE.

Offshore International Reels for sale - 2 
50w 2 speed $395.00 each - 3 50w $375.00 
each - 2 30w $325.00 each - 1 50 for $340.00 
- Reels updated and blueprinted - 410-310-9191

Waterfront home, seperate garage, pier on 
Tangier Sound. Great fishing, crabbing & hunt-
ing. erahomes4u.com mls#478751. ERA Martin 
Associates, Don Howell

Fishing Sinkers - All Sizes - Call Jim for pric-
es - 410-662-3341 - Anytime.

Trophy Deer and Waterfowl
Farms for rent. Deer and waterfowl mem-

berships available. Day hunts are also available 
on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. Call 410-482-
6641

 
Now Open: New Archery Service Center 20 

yard indoor range, dart system, and 30 target 
3D course. Call our archery tech Andrew at 410-
758-1824

 
Bass Fishing
Private farm pond fishing on Maryland’s 

Eastern Shore.25 minutes for the Chesapeake 
Bay Bridge. Call for details 410-708-1276

 
Duck & Goose hunting- Rock Hall near 

Eastern Neck  Refuge 2  blinds on  church creek 
for rent. Excellent waterfowling.  410-245-7578 

HUNTING CAMP FOR SALE. Located in 
central Maine. Deer & turkey.  Moosehead Lake 
near home.  Listing Price $79,000.  Call 410-
679-9500 

Hunting lease available-Eastern Shore Vir-
ginia, Northampton County, seaside, 300 acres, 
waterfowl, deer, turkey, dock access to Barrier 
Islands. 202-359-5818. 

Hunting camp bordering Oswayo Creek 
for lease.    Excellent trout fishing, turkey, bear, 
deer.   ATV trails nearby, minutes from state park    
410-357-5458   kprice794@gmail.com 

Mountain retreat/hunting lodge top of 
mountain in Western Maryland (Cumberland).  
Sleeps 107 Acres & several out buildings.  Call 
410-760-2474.  $199,000 

For Lease Deer Hunting Rights on 77 acres 
northern Caroline County, MD.  3 Hunters Max.  
Call Jim 410-482-6716 

Waterfowl hunting club in Kent Co, MD 
is looking for new members. Visit our website 
www.rockhallgunningclub.com

Hunting Property for lease –  Dorchester 
County - Waterfront farms and inland farms with 
ponds. Waterfowl, Turkey, Sika, Whitetail and 
small game - 410-228-6965.

Illinois deer & turkey hunting  in Adams 
County. Meals and lodging incl. www.McK-
eeCreekWhitetails.com.

Private hunting club Memberships available. 
1200 acres Talbot, QA Counties. Deer, turkey & 
waterfowl. Impoundments, ponds, offshore and 
shore blinds, and flooded timber. 410-708-9851.

Hunting Africa or Alaska? - 4 boxes Rem-
ington Magnum Soft Points $50 per box for four 
boxes. - Well below dealer cost. 410-490-7322

Decoy weights - 1/2 lb. each - hold on almost 
any bottom. $15 dozen - 3 dozen available. 410-
490-7322

Outfitters, guides, gun clubs, and hunt clubs 
– looking for affordable and accurate insurance? 
Call Kiser Commercial Agency for a quick 
quote at 410-255-8100.

Trophy White Tail Deer Hunting
Farms for Rent. Club memberships and Day 

Hunts Available on MD Eastern Shore. Call 410-
758-1824 btwn 9am-4pm daily.

 
Waterfowl Hunt Club Membership avail-

able in 10 member Kent County club. 5 blinds 
and 5 pits, Guest privileges, Lodging and more. 
Contact George@chescoat.com  410-703-3018

HUNTING PROPERTY FOR LEASE - Al-
legany County   Maryland. $900 per hunter..  
Deer, turkey, bear, small game. rj889@yahoo.
com

Hunting Club Membership – Equity mem-
bership for 10 person hunt club available on 
Asquith Island, Dorchester County. Great duck, 
whitetail, sika hunting. 250+ acres, lodge, im-
poundments, woods, marsh, 6 deer towers, deer 
stands, shore blinds, boat ramp. $74,500. deck-
rod@yahoo.com, 703-462-2360

Looking For Hunting Lease – Ethical father 
and 15 yr old son looking for deer hunting op-
portunity. - Solid References.  Please Call Dan 
610-613-9499

Farm For Sale 303 acres Chaptico, MD 5 
bedroom main house, 2 tenant houses, pond, 3 
tobacco barns. $1,250,000 Chris Holland, Addi-
son Herring, Inc. 301-627-4655

Eastern Shore,Virginia; building lot along 
Occonannock creek,Exmore. 5 miutes to pub-
lic boat ramp.35k; possible owner financing. 
(717)632-3864

Mail your classified to 
driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, 
truck, equipment or anything in the garage!
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Casey Michelle Charters
Captain Brady Sweitzer

Full/Half Day Trips for Rockfish, 
Bluefish, Spanish Mackeral

Leaving from Kentmorr Marina 
Kent Island, Maryland

Cell 410-829-9816
caseymcharters@gmail.com

www.caseymichellecharters.com
USGC Licensed & Insured for up to 6 passengers

PENN REELS
MODEL Price
309  P.O.R.
209  P.O.R.
320GTI P.O.R.
330GTI P.O.R.
330LD P.O.R.

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410 -242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
• GUNS • AMMO • CLOTHING • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES

1957-2011 “54 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”
24 HOUR FISHING HOTLINE 410-247-FISH

ROCKFISH BLITZ!
at CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP

TROLLING COMBO
• Shakespeare TWW66 3/0
20#-40# Class Rod
w/Roller Stripper & Tip
• Penn 309 filled w/40#Test 
Reg. $114.95 
  SALE $99.95

NEW MANN’S Stretch 18s, 25s & 30s
Parachute Bucktails 

w/Glass Eyes, 7/0 - 8/0 - 10/0 - 12/0
NEW! Mega Parachute w/Swing Hook & 9” Shad Body!

Tony Accetta & Crippled Alewives Trolling Spoons 
9” Shad Bodies & Heads • Umbrella Rigs • Licenses 

NEW! Storm 9” Shad Bodies leaders, Rigs, & HOW-TO INFORMATION

Penn 330 GT-2 
+ Ande 6’ 

Rod 20-50 lb. 
$139.95

NEW! 7” 

Umbrella Rig!

CHUMMING 
OUTFIT

BWS1100, 6’ 6” or 7’ UGLY STIK ROD
Ball Bearing SS Spinning Reel,

4 ball Bearings
17# or 20# Line... $64.95

Rod & Reel Chumming Combos
as low as $39.95

Black Saltys, 
Minnows, 
Bloodworms, 
Earthworms, 
Shrimp & Chicken Necks
CHUM by the Log, Bucket or 
Bushel
ALEWIVES by the Flat or Bushel
All sizes of CIRCLE HOOKS

Another nice spring striper taken aboard “The 
Kingfish II” out of Deale with Captain Harry Nield.

Gunner Walls above and Josh Markovic below 
hooked this pair of nice trophy stripers off Rock 
Hall this spring.

Send 
your 

photo’s 
to 

driftrock
@

verizon.
net

Send your 
photo’s to 

driftrock@verizon.net
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12503 Augustine Herman Hwy, Kennedyville, MD 21645

410-348-9160

Your Turkey
Hunting 

Headquarters!

Come check 
out our ammo 

supply. 
Largest in 

Kent County!


