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Lyme Disease Symptoms
1. Unexplained fever, chills, sweats
2. Unexplained weight changes—gain/loss
3. Fatigue, tiredness, especially around 3 p.m.
4. Chronic sore throat/sinus infection
5. Unexplained swollen glands
6. Testicular/pelvic pain
7. Unexplained menstrual irregularity
8. Irritable bladder/dysfunction
9. Sexual dysfunction/loss of libido

10. Stomach problems
11. Constipation/diarrhea
12. Chest pain
13. Shortness of breath/cough
14. Heart palpitations/racing/slowing
15. Joint pain, swelling, comes & goes
16. Muscle pain/cramps
17. Headaches
18. Neck creaks/cracks/stiffness
19. Stiffness in the joints or back
20. Tingling, numbness
21. Burning/stabbing sensation
22. Bells palsy
23. Double or blurry vision/floaters
24. Light sensitivity
25. Ringing/buzzing in ears, sound sensitivity
26. Dizziness, poor balance, motion sickness
27. Light headedness
28. Confusion, difficulty thinking
29. Difficulty with concentration
30. Short term memory loss
31. Disorientation, getting lost
32. Speech—think one thing, another word

comes out
33. Mood swings, irritability, depression, crying

for no reason
34. Nightmares, night sweats
35. Do you feel like dying?
36. Have you seen multiple doctors without

success?
37. Do people say you are a hypochondriac/

do they say it’s all in your head?
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Board for the United States Congress.
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‘Tis the season for trophy rockfish –
how could we talk about anything else?
Chances are, however, that you already
know how to set a big spread of umbrel-
las and tandem rigs on broomstick
trolling rods. If you’d rather catch tro-
phies on 12-pound spinning gear, how-
ever, raise your hand. Yeah – that’s what
I thought.
The Perfect Place

An excellent method of light tackle
fishing for trophies is bait fishing with
bunker chunks, set on bottom. But it’s
not as simple as that sounds, because
these are several key factors you need to
bear in mind. Mud flats are a surprising
but key ingredient to catching trophies
on light gear. Those found in 30’ to 45’ of
water, including the mud flats west of
Love Point (near the LP buoy), the mud
flats east of Thomas Point, the mud flats
east of Franklin Manor, and the mud
flats east of Chesapeake Beach, have all
proven good choices in the past. This
year I add Hackett’s to the list, because
during the 2010 season, one of the
hottest bites around was over the mud
just east of the bar (the closer you were
to the bar itself, the better).

In all of these areas, choosing a spe-
cific spot to anchor can be difficult;
depth is an important factor, but the fish
can change their favored depth from
day to day. Most of the time, the best
way to select your space is to weave

over the mud
flats for a few
minutes and
watch your
depthfinder.
When you
find a depth
range that seems to hold more fish than
the others, drop anchor and begin to
fish.

This method of fishing is more
risky than trolling because you’ll want
to remain dedicated to the spot you
choose through the hot period of the
tide. And, just for the record, when you
go light you usually will take fewer fish
than you would by trolling; if numbers
are what’s most important to you, this
probably isn’t going to be the way you
want to fish. Also note that the hot
trolling bite locations won’t necessarily
match up with the areas that produce
using this light tackle methodology. In
fact, there seems to be little relationship
between where you’ll catch fish using
these tactics, and where the trollers are
catching them, on any given day.
Patterning the Bite

I’ve kept catch records which go
back over a decade and include each
and every trophy striper caught by my
boat, my father’s and several friends,
and the information we’ve gathered
exposes an astonishing pattern: 75-per-
cent of the trophies caught with the

light tackle tactics outlined in this article
came during a one and a half hour slice
of the tide. 15-percent of the remaining
fish were caught in the following hour.
What about the oddball ten percent?
Those fish came to the hook at sunrise
or sunset, which you already know is a
time of active feeding for the fish. This
remained true across the board, season
to season, regardless of weather pat-
terns, water temperature and clarity,
and variations in the basic technique.

So—what’s this magic time frame?
The last 90 minutes of the tidal cycle.
The incoming tide beat out the outgoing
by a slight margin, but both are produc-
tive. The first 60 minutes of the follow-
ing tidal cycle accounts for the other
active, but much slower, productive
period. Of course, the variables men-
tioned earlier did have an effect on the
fishing; rainfall and water clarity made
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Trophy Stripers on
Light Tackle by Lenny Rudow

continued on pg. 5

Catching a rockfish like this on light
tackle will make any angler smile; 
Alex nabbed this one near the LP buoy.
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Chris Eichler caught this 44 inch striper aboard the “Southpaw” out of Kentmoor Marina.
Photo courtesy of Eichler Charter Services.
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the technique more or less effective
when considering the overall number of
fish caught during any given time
frame. In essence, more rainfall in the
spring translates into fewer trophies
caught using these methods. Water clar-
ity helps but is not imperative. Clear
water during springs of heavy fresh
flow are not as productive as cloudy
water during springs of less fresh flow,
for example. But that 90 minute window
of time has been the hot bite, from sea-
son to season. The very best fishing has
occurred when this hot slice of the tide
coincides with sunrise or sunset—the
optimal opportunity to take trophies on
light tackle.
The Perfect Bait

You have the time, and you have
the spot—what now? It’s time to bait up
with fist-sized chunks of fresh cut
bunker, and sink a chum pot to the bot-
tom. That chum won’t hold trophy fish
in the area at this time of year, but it will
attract the fish’s attention and get it to
swim through the zone, hopefully close
by your baits. And keep those baits set
dead on bottom; unlike regular summer
and fall chumming, during the spring,
the vast majority of the fish you hook
will come from baits the fish can scav-
enge right off of the mud.

Rigs are also a bit different than
those used for chumming at other times
of the year. Make them up with four feet
of fluorocarbon 30 pound test leader,
tied to a swivel on one end and a 6/0 to
8/0 Gamakatsu Octopus hook. Weight
is provided by sliding an egg sinker
over your main line, above your leader.
The swivel on your leader will prevent
the egg sinker from sliding down to the
hook, but when a fish takes a bait, it can
swim with line passing through the
sinker, so it never feels the extra weight.

Before lowering your bait, hold it
over the side of the boat and quickly
drag it through the water. Remember
the following saying: If it spins, you
won’t win. Spinning baits look unnatu-
ral, plus they cause line twist and tan-
gles in your leader. So swap out or re-

hook any baits that look like helicopter
blades in the water.

Quality of baits is as follows: Fresh
menhaden is best, frozen is okay, and re-
frozen or frozen over a month ago is
practically useless. Unfortunately, it’s
hard to find a reliable supply of fresh
menhaden in our area at this time of
year. You’ll have to check out the tackle
shops within a reasonable drive of your
launch point, and hope that one of them
carries fresh menhaden. Anglers on Rt.
50 near Annapolis regularly carries it,
Marty’s in Edgewater has fresh some of
the time, and Herbs usually has fresh
herring, which comes in a close second
to bunker.

Turning bites into hook-ups takes a
few special measures, with these large
and somewhat smarter than usual fish.
If they feel resistance on the line, they’ll
spit the bait and swim off. So you need
to either fish them in freespool, or with
a baitrunner-style reel, which allows the
fish to move off with minimum pressure
on the line. When one does so, give it a
five-count and then set the hook.

Why not use circle hooks, and
merely wait for the fish to swim off and
hook themselves? In my experience,
when fishing with this particular
method at this particular time of year,
your bite-to-landing ratio will drop by a
whopping 50-percent. For whatever rea-
son, circles just don’t work as well as
normal in this particular situation. But
going with J’s means you’ll gut-hook a
lot of fish. The good news? Throw-backs
are very, very rare, and the vast majori-
ty of fish you catch using these tactics in
the aforementioned areas will run
between 30” and 40”. The bad news? If
you plan on catch-and-release fishing,
this is NOT an appropriate method, nor
is it a good idea to continue fishing for
fun once you have your limit onboard!

But wait! There’s more good news!
Catch a few honkin’ big rockfish on
light tackle, and you’ll discover the rush
far exceeds anything you feel when
winching them up on umbrella rigs
trolled with tow-truck gear. Give it a
shot, and I’ll bet you agree.
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TROPHY STRIPERS from pg. 3

This crew had a good day Spring Trophy Season with Councell Charters.
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The Susquehanna River is
renowned across the country for its
quality smallmouth bass fishery.
Much has been written about the
famed Duncannon area through the
years. Brian Immekus of Brian’s
Guide Service fishes the mighty
Susqy, but in a different area miles
to the south. He plies waters near
Muddy Run, downriver from the
Holtwood Dam, for bronze back
bass from the prespawn through

post spawn
p e r i o d .
You’ll find
I m m e k u s
fishing this
area from
mid-April through mid-May. Prior
to and after this timeframe, he says
that smallmouth bass are difficult to
find and catch. He uses the annual
spawning period to catch and
release quality smallies.

Brian makes it clear that safety is
a bigger issue on the river than
catching fish. He and his clients
wear auto-inflatable PFDs while
fishing. River current, cool water
temperature, and rocks are not
friendly to those who may find
themselves overboard.

The movement of prespawn
smallmouth bass is predictable.
Brian uses the second warming
trend of spring as his barometer as
to when he’ll head to the river. He
runs the area in an aluminum boat
powered by a 50 horsepower pro-
peller motor. His knows the chan-
nels in the river for where he can
navigate safely, but suggests that
anglers new to the river use a jet
drive motor. Immekus navigates
skinny water with his stern mount-
ed trolling motor.

In the prespawn to post spawn
timeframe, smallmouth bass are
found away from current. Brian says
that the "cubby holes" notched into
shoreline boulders are where he finds
them holding. There can be several
spawning beds by each boulder. In
other areas of the Susquehanna,
smallies use current breaks behind

islands as spawning areas. Here, they
have the ideal conditions of being out
of the current, but close enough to the
moving water to feed. Plus the shore-
line boulders, some the size of small
castles, warm the water for added
comfort. If there is fallen wood in the
current break the guide likes the area
even more.

Immekus has simplified his tac-
tics over the years. He has narrowed
his lure selection to three soft baits
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Susquehanna Spring
Smallies by Tim Sherman

Kinsey Robinson took this Cape Buffalo at 105 yds in the papyrus swamps of Africa, 20
miles from camp.

Brian Immekus (left) and Bob Murray
smile at the sight of a big Susquehanna
smallmouth bass. Photo courtesy of
Delaware Valley Outdoors.
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— a 3 1/2-inch tube, a small beaver
style bait, and a stick worm. All
three lures will be in some variation
of the green pumpkin hue. He has a
rod rigged with one of each lure.
While he knows where the smallies
are, they can be particular about
what they want to eat. Brian rigs the
stick worm one of two ways: Texas
style with an 1/8-ounce bullet
weight or wacky style on a weighted
worm hook. Traditionally, a stick
worm is fished without added
weight; but in this scenario smallies
are oriented to the bottom and the
worms have to be presented directly
to them.

While one of his clients is fish-
ing a stick worm, Brian hands the
second angler a rod rigged with a
tube. The tube has a 1/8-ounce jig

head inserted so it will fall into the
nook or notch in the boulder. He will
swap out the tube for a beaver bait
when the stick worm and tube are
not drawing strikes. The beaver is
rigged Texas style with a 1/8 to 1/4-
ounce bullet weight — the stronger
the wind or current, the heavier the
weight. The wide, flat plastic is then
cast into the cubby hole and
dragged slowly back to the boat.

The basic presentation is to get
either of the three lures down on the
river bottom. Smallmouth bass are
not willing to chase a potential meal
very far. They have more pressing
needs to take care of. The strike is
such that the smallie will pick up the
bait and move off with it. Line
watching is a skill that anglers must
have. Brian carries plenty of hooks,

weights, and plastic baits because
snagging and breaking off lures is a
common occurrence. It’s a definite
that, as the old cliché says, if you’re
not getting snagged, you’re not
doing it right.

Each trip can be different and
Brian has to adjust his game plan.
River level, weather conditions and
period of the spawn can dictate
where smallies will be. Prespawn
and post spawn bass will be on the
quiet edge of the current. They’re
tucked away so they can pounce on
any food source, crawfish or bait-
fish, that is washed by in the current.
Some of the bass will leave the sanc-
tity of the shoreline rock cover and
move out into the main river behind
large boulders to feed during the
post spawn phase. During the heart

of the spawn, smallies will be as
tight against the cubby hole as they
can be.

Immekus finds that fishing is
best when the river is rising, as dic-
tated by the Holtwood Dam. The
catch rate falls off a bit when the
river level is falling. The sun also has
a way of positioning fish. Brian tar-
gets shade lines along the rocky
banks. It’s a pattern he can duplicate
all along the river, not wasting time
by casting to the sunny areas within
the cubby hole.

Head to the Holtwood/Muddy
Run area this spring for smallmouth
bass. Their annual spawning ritual
makes their location and patterns to
catch them predictable. Brian
Immekus’ tactics will help you bring
quality smallies to the boat.
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One of the enduring wonders of
turkey hunting is that it features an
incredible mixture of emotions and
experiences. When weighed in the
overall balance though. There’s no
question whatsoever that the turkey
hunter’s broth is one of a heavy ration
of sadness alleviated by occasional
moments of utter completion and hap-
piness. Accordingly, a constant part of
the hunter quest when dealing with
American big-game bird is to somehow,
some way, enjoy the sweet taste of suc-
cess a bit more frequently.

One way to achieve this is through
recognition and the correction of past
mistakes, for as sure as turkey sleep in
trees you are going to have miscues
aplenty. Or, to couch matters in the
fashion an elder of the sport once pre-
sented them to me: "The only certainty
in turkey hunting is the uncertainty”.
However, if you can reduce the certain
miscues and lessen the degree of uncer-
tainty, there’s a realistic expectation
that a basted turkey will showcase the
table soon after your hunt.

With that in mind, what follows is a
listing of the cardinal sins I’ve commit-
ted along with hints on how I try to
avoid them. Simple awareness of them
has the potential to make you a better
hunter, and conscious efforts to avoid

them will
have even
more of a pos-
itive effect.

Here, in
no particular order of significance, are a
dozen of the most common sins.
Movement

While I have some serious reserva-
tions about turkey hunting folklore
which suggests a gobbler can pinpoint
a dancing flea at 300 yards, there’s no
denying the bird has incredible eye-
sight. The fantastic eyesight does not
reciprocate for humans, and it is move-
ment, more than anything, which alerts
a turkey of your presence. That is why
turkeys like to be out in open areas on
blustery days – there is too much move-
ment in the woods for their comfort
level. The message, in a nutshell, is to
get planted and be still. Comfort is the
key here. Be sure to have a thick butt
pad or stool that will let you sit still for
extended periods of time.
Calling too Long

With the noteworthy exception of
assembly yelps and a rare session of
hen cutting, typical hen talk involves a
handful of yelps or a cluck or two. Keep
that in mind and resist the temptation
to offer a dozen yelps, mixed with a
handful of clucks shortly followed by a

series of long purrs immediately fol-
lowed by a deep breath and the entire
series all over again. If it does not sound
like the way turkeys typically vocalize,
it doesn’t make much sense. Vary the
number of yelps you use when you do
call, with a good frame of reference
being between four and eight. If your
turkey calling brings a hen with Ol'
Tom in tow your count should mirror
her count.
Calling too Loud

Just as adolescents seem to think
the only type of music worth hearing is
played at a decibel level that bursts
eardrums and cause obnoxious ringing
the further he or she ages, there is a pro-
nounced tendency among turkey
hunters to crank up the level of calling
to a point which ranges from ineffective
to stupidity. Turkey hear far better than
we do and far better than what we
think they do. If you were to pay atten-
tion to the natural turkey talk in the
woods; most of the time, it is a soft and
muted, and there is a lesson there. There
are times when calling loudly makes
sense, mostly in windy conditions or
when you are trying to locate a bird.
Calling too Much

Virtually every turkey hunter, from
the rankest novice to the most seasoned
of veterans, runs the real and constant
risk of falling in love with the sound of
his own calling. In that regard, it is help-
ful to remember that some old-timers
who have scores of beards adorning
their gun room wall seldom do any-
thing more than cluck at long intervals.

Wait as long as you possibly can
between calls, than wait a bit longer.
Get his attention then lay a heavy dose
of silence on him.
Impatience

Impatience has been the salvation
of turkeys in all woodlots, and it comes
in many forms. Moving when you
should be still. Moving because nothing
seems to be in range. Being unwilling to
let a gobbler close the gap. Calling
because you want to hear a gobble.
Rushing shots. Leaving the woods too
early. This list could continue at consid-
erable length because far too many
hunters are unwilling to play the wait-
ing game. In any situation which
demands patience, whether it involves
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Dozen Deadly Sins of
Turkey Hunting

by Mike Monteleone

Scott Gilbert took th is nice 14 pt. at the
Edgewood Arsenal with a bow. Photo
courtesy of Deer Creek Archery.
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a bit longer in a first-morning spot,
resisting the urge to call, or avoiding
the temptation to call it a morning as
thoughts of a hot cup of coffee and a
breakfast sandwich plays tricks with
your mind. Take a peak at your watch
and give it another ten minutes.
Lack of Persistence

Persistence is the close cousin to
patience. Season after season the hunter
who sticks to it, ignoring the buzzing
skeeters, long hauls up and down hills
or mountains, and sweat will reap the
rewards. Don’t become captive to time.
Turkeys don’t wear a watch and trying
to predict any schedule or lack there of
is impossible. You got to stick it out and
operate on turkey time, not your time.
Misjudging Distance

This is a mistake that is seldom
mentioned, but it is a bad one in as
much as it can result not only in a
blown hunt but the tragedy of a
wounded bird. Judging shooting range
is no easy task. If uncertain, work with
a rangefinder until you are consistent to
a distance of plus or minus 5 yards. If
he looks too far – he probably is. Birds
in open fields look closer than they are.
In such situations, don’t hesitate to set
out a distance marker (decoys are great

for this) as an aid. Beyond that, know
your gun and its capabilities. You want
to shoot at ranges within its level of
practiced and predictable performance.
The Misery of Missing

Anyone who says he hasn’t ever
missed a turkey is either a liar or just
hasn’t shot at a whole lot of them. Hunt
enough and you will miss, and with
very rare exceptions it is the result of
operator error. Most misses come as a
result of failure to get down on the
stock. Also, try to pay attention to
obstacles between you and your target.
Shooting at the Wrong Time

There are all sorts of reasons why
you would choose to squeeze the trig-
ger at the wrong moment. Previous
mention has been made of obstacles
and distance, but also factoring into the
equation are shots taken when the gob-
blers’ neck isn’t extended or he is mov-
ing, and the like. The ability to decide
correctly, when the moment of truth
arrives is a hallmark of a fine turkey
hunter. When is the right time to shoot
is very hard to explain in words so ide-
ally you want a statuesque target with
full neck extension.
Improper Use of Decoys

Decoys can be a great ally, but they

can also save a gobblers life. The deci-
sion on whether or not to use them is
up to each hunter, but if you do so, do it
right. First and foremost, make sure
they are realistic and setup properly.
The decoy’s should be setup naturally
(not leaning or spinning in the wind)
and within shooting distance. If using
the male gendered versions, pay special
attention to your surroundings should
an idiot attempt to shoot at one you are
quick to safely react.
Wrong Setup

Occasionally a hunter's gotta do
what he's gotta do, and that may mean
getting on the ground in a heck of a
hurry or setting up with back against a
piece of farming equipment. What ever
the situation is, do so with care, keeping
in mind things like line of sight, dis-
tance you can see, your background
and obstacle that could cause the gob-
bler to hang up. If the setup is not care-

fully thought out there is always a pos-
sibility that a response could leave you
in an awkward position or no position
at all.
Inadequate Camo

Stand out like a sore thumb and
you’ll inevitably be spotted. Standard
wisdom dictates backing up against a
larger than shoulder width object, but
you’ll find that a hastily constructed
blind, or one of the many portable
blinds on the market will serve you
quite nicely. Carry a pair of pruning pli-
ers for blind building purposes. Make
sure all your equipment is covered in
Mossy Oak camouflage.

There you have it. Sins that we have
all committed while turkey hunting or
sins that we are most likely to commit as
a novice turkey hunter. The good news
is that they are all avoidable as long as
we methodically but carefully calculate
our next move and our next hunt.
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Robert Taylor from Somerset County posing with his 200 red fox hides he trapped from
Nov. 15 to Dec. 15.
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Nothing speaks of spring to the
hunter more than an old Tom gob-
bling off the roost in the pre-morning
darkness of an April morning. April
18, 2011 begins another year of chas-
ing wild eastern turkeys for
Maryland hunters. This year the sea-
son will commence on April 18 and
run until May 23, 2011. The junior
hunt is scheduled for April 16, 2011.

New for this season:
• The hunting hours have been

extended until sunset for the last
two weeks of the spring turkey sea-
son and on the wild turkey Junior
Hunt day for the entire state.

• The new separate bag limits for the
fall and spring turkey seasons are:
one either-sex bird in the fall season
and two bearded birds in the spring
season.

• Shot size restrictions for turkey
hunting have been changed. Shot
sizes #4 or smaller are now permit-
ted.

• Crossbows may be used to hunt
forest game during the open season
for these species.

• Turkey hunting will be permitted on
Sunday, May 1, 2011 in Allegany and
Garrett counties only. This includes
both public and private lands.

Eastern
Wild
Turkey
Popula-
tion
Status:  

According to the Wild Turkey
and Upland Game Bird 2009-2010
Annual Report prepared by the MD
DNR, the wild turkey population is
estimated to be near or above 30,000.
Although some regions are experi-
encing up and down population
trends, the statewide population has
remained relatively stable for the past
10 years. Many hunters were con-
cerned that the exceptional cold tem-
peratures and deep snow in the win-
ter of 2009-10 might have harmed the
population, but the 2010 harvest data
suggest that any impacts were minor.
The highest densities of turkeys are
found in the western mountains and
the eastern region. Densities are low-
est in the central portion of the state,
where suburbia and development
limit available habitat. The report
does point out that harvest density
may under-represent true population
levels in highly populated areas
where hunting opportunities are
limited.

Western Region (Garrett,
Allegany, and Washington)

Although the poult production in
the western region was below-average
for the third consecutive year, the aver-
age in this region is very high, largely
due to the exceptionally good produc-
tion observed in 2004-2007. The west-
ern region had the 2nd highest produc-
tion of poults to the other regions in
2010. Turkey densities in this region are
among the highest in the state, and the
moderate production seen this year
should be enough to keep the popula-
tion strong in the coming year.

Central Region (Frederick,
Carroll, Baltimore, Harford, Howard,
Montgomery, Anne Arundel)

The central region reportedly has
the fewest numbers of turkeys in the
state. It appears that the nesting suc-
cess was very limited in this region.
Only 46% of hens were seen with
young during last year’s survey;
whereas, in most regions, 60-80% of
hens are seen with young each year.
Although turkey populations in the
region are low in most areas, this
year’s moderate production may
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Spring Turkey Season
Outlook by Andy Aughenbaugh

continued on pg. 14

Kevin Saunders with his 194 lb.
8 pt. he took from Caroline
County. Photo courtesy of
Ron's Bay Pro Shop.

TIDEWATER TAXIDERMY

Carlton Vacek

Professional 
Taxidermist

Licensed & Insured

Barclay, MD
410-438-3737

www.tidewatertaxidermy.com

10% OFF
Junior 

Hunters

2011
Season









result in increased numbers.
Anecdotal reports from the region
also suggest that turkeys may be
becoming established in sections not
previously occupied.

Southern Region (Prince George’s,
Calvert, Charles, St. Mary’s)

Turkeys in the southern region
appeared to have had an excellent
summer with 85% of hens seen with
poults. This is the third consecutive
year that the southern region’s poult
production was the highest in the
state. Turkey numbers are variable
but generally increasing within the
southern region.

Upper Eastern Shore (Cecil, Kent,
Queen Anne’s, Talbot, Caroline)

This region experienced a rapid
growth and expansion in turkey num-
bers during the past decade. The mod-
erate poult production observed last
summer should maintain the popula-
tion at levels similar to last few years.
The leveling-off of turkey numbers
has been observed in other regions of
Maryland, as well as other states, as
turkeys reach their carrying capacity.

Lower Eastern Shore
(Dorchester, Wicomico, Worcester,
Somerset)

Results from the lower eastern
shore suggest that poult production

was slightly above-average in the
summer of 2010 with an index of 2.6
poults per hen. Nearly 69% of hens
were seen with poults and brood
sizes were larger than in most years.
This follows 3 consecutive years of
poor production that caused turkey

numbers to drop noticeably on Lower
Shore. With the fair number of young
produced last year, the population
should rebound slightly and will con-
tinue to improve if production is
above-average again next summer.
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SPRING TURKEY OUTLOOK from pg. 10

continued on pg. 23

12-year-old Trevor Wilson from Catonsvile caught this impressive 45 lb. blue catfish
near Richmond on the James River. Photo courtesy of Clyde's Sport Shop.
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Okay, let’s see who can answer this
question correctly. What fish can sur-
vive low oxygen and high pollution
levels, be more selective than trout in
it’s feeding habits and routinely weigh
upwards of 30 pounds almost every
where it is found? Bass, pike, trout?
Nope. We’re talking about none other
than the common carp, a fish that has
often shouldered the blame for
decreased numbers and stocks of other,
more worthy game. Almost everywhere
the carp is found, and it is found just
about everywhere, it is of low opinion
and laughed at by highbrows who
think that they are nothing more than a
trash fish. More often, just the opposite
is true.

Carp fishing in European countries
is not as it is here in the states. For one,
the carp is observed across the pond as
a highly respected gamefish that is
extremely tough to catch. Also, they are
highly prized as food fish and there are
legions of anglers who diligently fish
for them with a variety of specialized
and exacting equipment. Most
European anglers can only dream about
coming to America and spending a
week fishing for carp. With all the
dynamite carp water so close to home,
you’d think that more fishermen would
take the time to pursue them. But no,
most guys would rather spend thou-
sands and thousands of bucks to catch
them ‘purdy’ fish. Shame.

My first experience with carp as a

young un was at Liberty Reservoir in
Maryland. When I was a teenager, I
would fish for them in the spring with
a light spinning rod and six-pound test.
I would simply use a live nightcrawler
on a # 4 hook and cast to shallow mov-
ing fish as they prepared for the spawn.
Catching a bunch of 4 to 8 pounders
was a hoot, and it taught me how to
play and land fish larger than the cus-
tomary sunfish I had been used to.

As I got older, I started to up the
ante with these yellow submarines. On
several occasions while fishing the hot-
water discharge area of Dickerson, on
the Potomac River, I would have run-
ins with fish that I simply couldn’t han-
dle. Sure, my main game was small-
mouth bass during those winter-wad-
ing forays, but if a 20-pound carp got in
the way of one of my bass-intended
jigs, well, it was fine with me! I can
remember a mild period in November
years back when I stumbled upon a
batch of carp that were aggressively
feeding near a creek mouth in clear
water. All I had was a light spinning
stick and a bunch of 1/8th ounce jigs,
but heck…I wanted to see if they’d hit
them. To my amazement, the first cast
produced a pounding strike with a fish
in excess of 25 pounds, and he prompt-
ly snapped me off. Hmmmm, loosen
the drag a little, tie on another jig, and
let’s see what happens. Next
cast…bam! Another big carp hit the jig,
and headed for Virginia. There was no

slowing this fish down, so I simply
tightened the drag and let him snap me
off again, before I lost all my line.

Eventually, I landed a single fish on
the Kalins grub I was using, after losing
four carp that just had me out gunned.
That fish was just over 20 pounds and
took about a half-hour to land. The next
day, my son Matt and I returned to the
scene of the crime and he got a 24
–pounder on six-pound line…a fish
that we never should have landed, but
we did. Big carp, big fish, big fun!

Anglers should realize that carp
that appear to be snagged in the pec-
toral or ‘chin’ area are more likely fish
that have actually struck at the lure,
only to miss it and get ‘snagged’ by the
subsequent hook setting efforts of the
angler responding to the ‘bump’ from
the strike. To date, I have caught carp on

jigs, shad darts, Mepps spinners, Kalins
grubs, crankbaits and ice fishing lures
such as the Rapala Jigging Rap tipped
with a waxworm. All of those fish had
the lure firmly attached to those thick,
rubber lips and put up a whale of a
fight. Carp on lures just isn’t that rare of
a deal as one might expect.

Just this past ice-fishing season,
while fishing tiny Lake May in
Pennsylvania back in February, I had
another run-in with one of these guys,
While jigging for crappie and bluegills
through the ice in 8 feet of water, my
wire strike indicator took a bounce and
I set the hook with an upward sweep.
Immediately, I knew this was no hand-
sized panfish, and my thoughts quickly
turned toward the visions of a new
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Carp Fishing Today by Jim Gronaw

Gronaw’s big carp he got through the ice this past February. Notice that the fish
struck the lure.



state record largemouth bass! But after
about ten minutes, and no sign of the
fish as it made several long runs, my
thoughts ran elsewhere. Finally, I
worked the fish close up under the hole
and, sure enough, it was a big ole’ carp
with the lure firmly imbedded in it’s
upper lip. I had no idea how I was
going to get this fish up through the 6-
inch diameter hole. Eventually, the fish
wore down and after several attempts I
managed to get the fish’s head peeking
up through the bottom of the hole
through ten inches of ice. I reached
down and got a couple fingers under
the gill plate and lifted the fish right up
on the ice. Not a huge fish, but at 15
pounds, it was easily the biggest thing I

have ever caught through the ice, and a
whopper for 4-pound test line in any
situation. It’s not often I catch a fish
longer than my rod!

Prime carp water, with plenty of 20
to 30 pounders, is all over the Mid-
Atlantic region. The Potomac and
Susquehanna Rivers and most of their
tributaries. Smaller rivers like the
Monocacy, Patuxent, Patapsco and the
Choptank. Toss in lakes like Marburg,
Long Arm, Loch Raven and many pop-
ular bassing venues. Even western
Maryland’s Deep Creek Lake has an
untapped population of big carp for the
effort. Me? I think I am going to give
carp an honest effort this year. It might
get lonely out there when you’re the
only one catching big fish, day after day.
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Anglers have been trying to beat the mythical
400 lb. mark for yellowfin tuna for decades – and
the feat has finally been accomplished. The IGFA
is pleased to announce that retired school super-
intendant Mike Livingston of Sunland, California
has been awarded the All-Tackle record for yel-
lowfin tuna. His 405 b. fish, boated on November
30, 2010, now replaces a 33 year old record set in
1977 by Curt Weisenhutter.

"I think Mike did a lot more than just catch
the new All-Tackle yellowfin tuna record," IGFA
Conservation Director Jason Schratweiser
observed. "He also demonstrated to people that it
is possible to hook, fight and land incredibly
large and powerful fish from long-range boats in
accordance with IGFA rules."

Indeed, the significance of this record and the
manner in which it was caught are two of the
chief reasons the approval process for this record
took some time. The IGFA examines all record
submissions with extreme rigor, no matter if it is
a 1 lb. bluegill or a 1,000 lb. blue marlin. However,
big tuna caught on long-range boats are often not
eligible for IGFA records because the angler may
have handed off the rod to get around other
anglers or used the rail at some point during the
fight – both of which are against IGFA
International Angling Rules.

As with all other records, the review process
was conducted by Record Coordinator Jack

Vitek, Conservation Director
Jason Schratwieser and IGFA
President Rob Kramer. Each
staff member scrutinized the
application to ensure that
IGFA angling and equipment
rules were adhered to. In
addition, all witnesses listed
on the application were inde-
pendently queried to give a
detailed description of the
catch from hook up to gaff.

The witness reports were
key in this case, and each of
the witnesses responded
with very detailed testimony
that indicated that Mike was
able to hook and fight the
fish without interacting with
any other anglers on the boat.
These independent testi-
monies coupled with a metic-
ulously documented applica-
tion made IGFA staff very
comfortable in approving the record. Basically,
it all came down to a very accomplished angler
hooking the right fish and fishing by IGFA
rules.

"I'd say it's one of the most significant world-
record catches in recent history," Rob Kramer

commented. "It's great to see a fish like this
caught by an angler that knew the rules and
adhered to them."

IGFA President Rob Kramer presented
Livingston with his world-record certificate at
the Fred Shaw Show in Long Beach, California.
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IGFA Approves New All-Tackle
Yellowfin Tuna World Record

This giant bluefin caught
last week may be a NC
state record. The current
State record, 744 lbs,
was caught in 1995; the
bluefin caught by
Corey Schultz March 12
weighed in at an as-
tounding 805 lbs 8 ozs.

The new All-Tackle yellowfin tuna world record has
been awarded to Mike Livingston of Sunland, California.
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It’s probably safe to say that the
goal of most fishermen is to catch
the biggest fish they can. After all,
not too many anglers head out in the
morning with a goal to catch them-
selves a nice “little” fish, naw –
everyone wants that to land that
lunker! Can you imagine some fish-
ing buddies getting together and
making a friendly wager on who
will catch the “smallest” fish of the
day? It just doesn’t happen that

way, when it comes to fishing – big-
ger really is considered to be better.

Of course, what constitutes a
“big” fish doesn’t necessarily have
to mean something rivals the sizes
of your fat uncle Wally. Depending
upon the species of fish, the tackle,
the location and a whole lot of other
factors, a big fish might just as easi-
ly come in the proportions of a pan-
size bluegill as a wall-size blue mar-
lin. By changing a few variables on

the playing field anglers are able
change molehills into mountains if
they so choose. When the big blue-
fish are running offshore it’s easy
follow the tradition of dragging
lures from 50-pound tackle around
the Jackspot and winch-in every 8-
12 pounder that comes along.
Bluefish are well known for their
fighting abilities, but not so much on
tackle is made to handle triple digit
fish. Anglers who scale their tackle
back to 12-pounds or below are
going to catch a lot less fish, but
every one they bring to the boat will

certainly qualify as a “big fish.”
Of course, I know I’m not telling

anyone anything new, going light
for a better fight is the way it has
always been for fishermen. But as
much as anglers would like to have
the opportunity to always match
tackle to quarry, there’s always the
“what-if” factor to contend with.
What if you’re set-up with 10-pound
tackle for bluefish but you
encounter a school of 70-pound
tuna? Better have some heavy guns
aboard just in case. Or let’s say that,
like we saw last year in July and
August, instead of 8-12 pounders
the offshore shoals were covered-up
with 1-3 pound snapper bluefish.
Anglers had better have some ultra-
light gear available if they wish to
enjoy any kind of scrap out of a fish
of those proportions.

Particularly when it comes to
ocean fishing, being always ready
for any “what-if” that might come
along can require anglers to be
armed with a ridiculously large
array of tackle. Aboard my charter
boat “Fish Finder” we carry two 80-
pound rigs, six 50’s, four 30’s, four
20’s, two 17-pound spinners, two 10-
pound spinners, a 6-pound conven-
tional, three fly rods, six bottom
rods, plus two or three other rods
that might find a place aboard the
boat during certain times of the sea-
son. I can only get away with carry-
ing such an arsenal because, at 40-
feet, my boat has enough room in
the cabin to properly store it all.
“More” isn’t always “better” but
when you’re trying to follow the old
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Coastal Report by Capt. Mark Sampson

Kate Beauchamp with her buck she
took on Youth Day. Photo courtesy of
Wink's Sporting Goods.

Charlotte Sampson with a bonnetthead shark she caught and released on fly-tackle
in the Florida Keys in March.
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Next to West Marine on Rt. 50

CAPTAIN CURTIS JOHNS
410-623-2310

www.captcurtisjohns.com

KAREN-RAY II
CUSTOM 51' SPORTFISHER

Small or Large Parties • 6–49 Passengers
Crisfield, Maryland

We Welcome Individual Charters
Business Outings • Office Parties

• CHUMMING 
• LIVE BAITFISHING 
• SPINCASTING
• LIGHT TACKLE 
• BREAKING FISH

Now 
Booking 
for Big
SPRING Stripers
in the Lower Bay



Boy Scout motto of “be prepared”
there’s not much getting around the
fact that the more assortment you
can have aboard, the better off
anglers will be when something
very large, or very small pops up
beside the boat.

Most folks with small boats or
open boats can’t reasonably expect
to carry half as much tackle. Space is
such a limiting factor on so many
boats and it usually requires that
anglers leave tackle at home that
they’d really like to bring along “just
in case.” But recent trends and inno-
vations in tackle are beginning to
make it a lot easier for even small
boaters to carry almost twice as
much tackle as ever before. It wasn’t
too many years ago that the new
high-tech braided lines hit the mar-
ket and began to be absorbed by
fishermen. Boasting unsurpassed
sensitivity, abrasion resistance, and
ultra thin diameter the new breed of
line provides anglers with a lot ben-
efits not available with monofila-
ment. As the line gained wider
acceptance, rod and reel manufactur-
ers began to produce products
specifically for use with the braided
lines. Thanks to the incredibly thin
diameter of the braided lines, reels
are now being made that are half the
size of what they used to be and still
hold just as much, if not more, line.
Rod manufacturers have been

prompted to follow suit and design
rods that accommodate the smaller
reels.

But make no mistake, in this
case small doesn’t mean wimpy.
This new breed of tackle is engi-
neered to provide flawlessly smooth
performance even when it becomes
necessary to push the drag up on a
jumbo fish and take full advantage
of the 80-130 pound breaking
strength of the line. Some of it might
look like it’s better suited to catch-
ing bass on a lake, but that’s only
because technology now allows
toughness to come in very small

packages. Naturally, with the ultra
heavy tackle shrinking down in size,
so too has much of the medium and
light tackle on the market these
days. Whether it’s bluefin tuna, blue
sharks, or bluefish, the fish can be
just as big as ever but anglers can
now fight them on tackle that’s
much more comfortable to use – par-
ticularly while stand-up fishing
from small boats.

As more tackle manufacturers
get in on the trend of producing
tough, light weight rods and reels for
use with braided lines, angles who
fish form boats of all sizes will find it

easier to always be equipped to effec-
tively deal with any “what-ifs” that
come along, be they monsters or min-
nows.
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John Burk bagged this nice 10 pt. on
opening day. Photo courtesy of
Tuckahoe Sportsman. Here is Billy with his Liberty Reservoir 8 pt. whitetail. Photo courtesy of Clyde's Sport Shop.

Hot & Cold Foods

Beer, Wine & Liquor

Groceries & Cigarettes

Gasoline, Diesel & Kerosene

Bill Payment, Money Orders

Check Cashing, Western Union

Dump Tickets, QA Co. Ramp Stickers

Lottery, Keno, ATM, Fishing Bait

Prepaid Cell Phone Cards

Very Fresh Hot 
Morning Coffee

One Stop Store for
all your daily needs!

Outpost 544
Rt. #544 & 290 Crossroads

Crumpton, MD 21628
410-778-4200

Open 
Early 

Every 
Morning

Open 
Early 

Every 
Morning

SUNRISE & SUNSET
at Baltimore, MD • Eastern Standard Time

Source: National Almanac, U.S. Naval Observatory. Add one hour for Daylight Savings Time when in effect.
These times are for reference only. Consult local newspaper or other media for actual times in your area.

APRIL MAY
DAY RISE SET RISE SET

1 6:51 7:30 6:08 8:00
2 6:50 7:31 6:07 8:01
3 6:48 7:32 6:06 8:02
4 6:47 7:33 6:05 8:03
5 6:45 7:34 6:04 8:03
6 6:44 7:35 6:02 8:04
7 6:42 7:36 6:01 8:05
8 6:41 7:37 6:00 8:06
9 6:39 7:38 5:59 8:07

10 6:37 7:39 5:58 8:08
11 6:36 7:40 5:57 8:09
12 6:34 7:41 5:56 8:10
13 6:33 7:42 5:55 8:11
14 6:31 7:43 5:54 8:12
15 6:30 7:44 5:53 8:13
16 6:29 7:45 5:52 8:14
17 6:27 7:46 5:52 8:15
18 6:26 7:47 5:51 8:16
19 6:24 7:48 5:50 8:17
20 6:23 7:49 5:49 8:17
21 6:21 7:50 5:48 8:18
22 6:20 7:51 5:48 8:19
23 6:19 7:52 5:47 8:20
24 6:17 7:53 5:46 8:21
25 6:16 7:54 5:46 8:22
26 6:15 7:55 5:45 8:22
27 6:13 7:56 5:44 8:23
28 6:12 7:57 5:44 8:24
29 6:11 7:58 5:43 8:25
30 6:09 7:59 5:43 8:26
31 5:42 8:26



The present rockfish regulations
were promulgated to protect female
stripers until they spawn. It has been a
highly successful plan, but as always,
things go wrong. Female stripers go to
sea when they reach about 18 inches.
Here in the Chesapeake, we fish primari-
ly for males which stay mainly in the Bay
until they reach about 25 inches.

The females migrate up the coast
and hopefully gorge themselves on men-
haden or whatever until they mature and
return to spawn in April. Hey, this is
April!

However, “things” have gone awry.
We have discovered a great winter fish-
ery off of the Virginia and North Carolina
coast where the big spawners stage
before entering the Chesapeake. We are
slaughtering them wholesale.

W h e n
they reach
their natal
s p a w n i n g
grounds, do
their duty, and
begin the jour-
ney back to
sea, an armada of boats and fishermen
await them. I could say, “What is left of
them”, but there are still plenty of big
females left and we may enjoy more
years of great spring fishing.

But the other thing that has gone
wrong is apparently a lack of forage in
the open sea has led to a change in the
percentage of males to females that
remain in the Bay. Many more female
stripers prefer the easy living here in the
Bay. The result is we will be caching our

potential spawners in much higher num-
bers during the Commercial and
Recreational seasons. This scenario will
likely come to haunt us in the future.

Most of the above problems stem
from the lack of menhaden. Their value
to the reduction fishery in Reedsville has
led to a scarcity of this vital forage for not
only rockfish, but all predators including
sea birds and marine mammals on the
Mid-Atlantic and northeast coast.

The Trophy Season (I still call it that)

is predicated on an abundance of migra-
tory fish that invade and impact the Bay
for a short period of time each season. It
probably generates more money to the
Middle Bay economy than any other
event. Charter boats hook up solid for a
few weeks and tackle sold for the Trophy
Season outclasses any sold for the rest of
the year. One major mishap onboard a
boat with 20+ rods deployed, can result in
the loss of hundreds of dollars in rigs.
Umbrellas are expensive, as are swivels,
lead, mono and braid.

I am a light tackle fisherman, and I
marvel at the excitement generated by
this almost exclusively trolling event. It
can’t be the joy of hauling in a line loaded
with shad bodies plus a large rockfish in
tow. It’s more about equipment, know-
how, and the thrill of landing a really big
fish.

This is strictly Main Bay striper fish-
ing until May 16th when the Big
Choptank and some other rivers opens
up to fishing in their lower portions.
Regulations are clearly spelled out in
DNR’s brochure available at licensing
locations.

Small boaters in the estuaries have
white perch to work with in April, and on
the Lower Shore rivers and Sounds, hard-
head (croakers) are a distinct possibility.

Head waters in the major Bay tribu-
taries offer shad fishing. In my youth,
shad were the most sought-after spring
fish. The Susquehanna, Patuxent,
Choptank, Potomac and Pocomoke
Rivers attracted thousands of anglers
throwing tiny spoons, quilbies, and shad
darts in hopes of landing a few of these
hard-fighting fish.

If gas prices remain at March levels
through April and May, there is going to
be serious cut-backs in recreational boat-
ing. While modern two-stroke outboards
offer better m.p.g. than their predeces-
sors, four-strokes clearly give fishermen a
distinct advantage especially at trolling
r.p.m.’s.

My 50-h.p. four-stroke Suzuki allows
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Dean Chance with his 10 pt. he took on
October 2 with his bow set-up at Bay
Country Archery.

DANNY’S 
MARINE

Super Service Award 1999-2005
& Cutting Edge Award Dealer

FAST SERVICE

3559 Chateau Drive • East New Market, MD 21631
410-228-0234 • Fax 410-228-1519

dannysmarine@comcast.net • www.dannysmarine.com

SPECIAL BOATING EXPERTISE:
• 30 Years of Sales and Service Experience
• Repower Experts • Off Shore & Fishing

All Boats powered by
SUZUKI ENGINES.

Now stocking Carolina Skiffs powered by SUZUKI

— STAY WITH US! —

Boat Ramp Access 

to Lower 

Chesapeake Bay

P.O. Box 156 • Bayshore Road
Taylors Island, MD 21669

410-397-3275
Located on Chesapeake Bay

across from Power Plant

BAIT • FISHING TACKLE
25 SLIP MARINA

ICE • BOAT RAMP • GAS & DIESEL
GROCERIES • COLD BEER & WINE

CRAFTS • PROPANE
LICENSES & PERMITS

SHOWERS & RESTROOMS
MARINE PUMP-OUT STATION

3 BEDROOM APARTMENT
AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

BY THE DAY, 
WEEK OR WEEKEND.

Public Hunting 

Close By

Come
visit the

Taylors Island
Bayshore
Country

Wine Cellar

Casey Michelle Charters LLCCasey Michelle Charters LLC

Captain Brady Sweitzer

Full / Half Day Trips 
for Rockfish, Bluefish, 

Spanish Mackeral

Leaving from Kentmorr Marina
Kent Island, Maryland

Cell (410) 829-9816
caseymcharters@gmail.com

www.caseymichellecharters.com

USCG Licensed & Insured for up to 6 passengers



me to cover most of the Big Choptank on
less than 6 gallons of gas. At about 8
miles to the gallon I can range almost 50
miles on a 6-gallon tank. From
Cambridge, that could easily let me fish
the False Channel at the mouth of the
Choptank and return to Cambridge with
gas still in the tank.

It’s too bad that we have no control
over the fish. You know, like moving
them closer to the launching ramp. You
can, however, target species that inhabit
waters nearer to home.

Right away, I am thinking white
perch. There are few places in the Middle
and Upper Bay where they cannot be
caught within a mile of a ramp or marina.

I have always felt sorry for anglers
who cannot enjoy catching small game-
fish like perch. By choosing the right
tackle and methods such as using artifi-
cial lures on ultralight gear in the shal-
lows, they can be a real blast. Best of all,
they can be reached on small boats pow-
ered by small engines.

Every season we have a couple of
months when stripers are scarce, but the
white perch are always willing. One of
the biggest drawbacks to perching is the
fact that there are so many dinks. It was
not always that way.

When oysters began to disappear
because of disease and overfishing (in the

80’s) watermen were forced to find anoth-
er wintertime endeavor. Many turned to
coldwater drift-netting for perch. The
return of stripers in the 90’s was another
factor.

There has always been a premium
paid for large perch. Culling the bigger
perch for an insatiable market brought
big wintertime profits.

It didn’t take long for the scarcity to

show up in recreational catches.
White perch are very prolific and no

amount of netting could decimate their
abundance, but the average size
dropped significantly. Even today there
are still plenty of big perch available, but
you’ll only find them in select places.
Finding them is half the fun of perch
fishing.

White perch are one of the best ways

to get kids interested in fishing. Perch are
so eager to bite a baited hook that fishing
for them is a real turn-on for youngsters.
Most of us started that way. Taking a kid
on a big boat and letting him or her pull
in a monster fish on sophisticated tackle
will not make him a fisherman. When he
digs worms, grabs a rod, and goes fishing
on his own, you’ll know he’s going to be
a fisherman.
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Travis Williams, 11 years old, with his
Baltimore Co. 8 pt. buck he took on
Youth Day with his 20 ga.

Jermera Baylor got her first 6 pt. in
Baltimore Co. Photo courtesy of
Tochterman's.

Dale Krupla of Millington, Maryland got
into the yellow perch recently with his
Daughter Kimmy Thomas and Grand-
daughter Marissa Thomas of Phoenix. They
cleaned up the yellow perch on the upper
Chester river, with a few whites mixed in.

Ingredients: Whole fresh trout, 1 Tbs. Kraft Catalina dressing, 1 tsp. Olive Oil

Prep Time: 30 min

Cook Time: 4 hours or 1 hr. 15 min

Directions: Clean fish and remove head, tail, and fins. No need to remove bones, they will cook
down during canning process. Leave skins on. Dry fish and cut in 1 in. thick pieces. Stuff trout
pieces in pint canning jars. Add olive oil and Catalina dressing. Cook for 1 hour and 15 minutes in
pressure canner or 4 hours using water bath canning method.

Recipe submitted by Sportsman’s Table, the outdoor enthusiast’s resource for
preparing, cooking and serving fish and game, located in Hellertown PA. For more

information Visit www.SportsMansTable.com or Call 1-866-640-6802.

How to can Fresh Trout
By Gary P. Scenery Hill, PA

ALL FISHING! 
ALL THE TIME!

Bay • Surf • Bass • Trout • Panfish

1919-25 Eastern Ave.
Baltimore, MD  21231

Visit Our 

Distinctive Fly 

Fishing Room
ALL FISHING! 

ALL THE TIME!
Bay • Surf • Bass • Trout • Panfish

SPECIAL ORDERS OUR SPECIALTY
E-Mail Questions and Tackle Inquiries Welcomed: tochtermans@aol.com

ROD & REEL REPAIRS & SERVICE
Over 200 Different Do-It & Cast Iron Molds in Stock

Over 600 Different Reels In Stock
Complete Selection of  FLY FISHING TACKLE

Rods • Reels • Tying Supplies & Equipment • How-To Books & Videos

Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World
(410) 327-6942

STRIPER
TACKLE!
Bay Trolling
Fly Fishing
Freshwater

Tackle
Lead Molds, 

All Sizes
Waders & 

Hip Boots for
ALL Sizes

Wink’s Sporting Goods

Princess Anne, MD 21853 • 410-621-0400 • gwink222@aol.com

W.O. Coxon III
W.O. Coxon IV 5639 Church Hill Road
410-778-3462 Chestertown, MD 21630

• Roll-off Service
• Buy and Sell All Scrap Metal
• New and Used Tires
• Foreign & Domestic Used Auto Parts
• Full Service Mechanic Shop



Have something to sell? Looking to buy?

Sportsman’s Classifieds
$15.00 per month • 20 words or less

Sell your boat, gun, dog, truck or equipment.
Fishing & Hunting Journal is published monthly 10
times a year and reaches thousands of sportsmen in

Maryland and Delaware.

Send check or money order to:

Fishing & Hunting Journal
P.O. Box 399 • Crumpton, MD 21628

CLASSIFIED ORDER
Please print one (1) word per box and mail this form with check or money order to:

Fishing & Hunting Journal • P.O. Box 399 • Crumpton, MD 21628

DEADLINE: 20th of the month prior to issue date. 
Ads received after the 20th will appear in the next issue.

FOR SALE

2006 ARGO BIGFOOT – Wide track,

winch, 166 hrs. Excellent condition.

$6500.00. 443-406-0505.

1 PENN INTERNATIONAL IGFA 50 LB.

ROD with 1 Penn International 80 lb. reel.

Call 443-262-9665 or 410-604-2663.

2001 38 FT. DECKLEMAN ALUMINUM

WORK BOAT – Furono NavNet and

depth finder. V.H.F., 8V92TTI 650 HP

Detroit, recent rebuild. Trolling valve, 30 kt

cruise, $90,000. 410-708-3416.

1984 BASS TRACKER & 25 HP

Evinrude elect. start. New carpet, battery

& gas tank. Galvanized trailer, new tires &

new lights. 3 pedestal seat holders &

anchor. $2,500 OBO. 443-876-3022.

25 ACRES WOODLAND – Western

Kent Co. Delaware. Good hunting – deer,

turkey. Septic approved. Call John 302-

242-5768. $160,000.00.

FOR SALE – Avery full body goose

decoys. 410-253-8891.

2007 BAD BOY BUGGY – 4x4 roof rack,

front rack w/toolbox, gun rack, winch,

windshield. $6900 OBO 301-643-9999.

2002 14 FT. TRACKER – Used only in

Liberty Reservoir. Many extras. All elec-

tric. Make offer. Must sell due to illness. 

410-789-8219.

HOUSE – Hoopers Island, Dorchester

County. One bedroom, 60x300 lot,

new roof, waterview, well and septic.

$95,000 make offer. 410-979-1421.

LEAD FOR SALE – Recovered from

rifle range. Excellent for fishing and

decoy weights. Any quantity. Tons

available. 410-742-2023.

MISC.

NEW CAMPGROUND opening May

2011. Eastern Shore, Tangier Sound

area. Seasonal, daily camping. Fishing,

crabbing close by. Call 410-591-4027.

HUNTING FARMS FOR RENT – Call

410-708-9715.

WATERFOWL & DEER HUNTING

properties for rent. Call 443-309-1728.

FARM FOR RENT – Kent Co. Deer &

goose. 410-708-9715.

ILLINOIS DEER & TURKEY HUNTING

in Adams County. Meals and lodging

incl. www.McKeeCreekWhitetails.com.

FOR LEASE 2011-12 SEASON – Deer

hunting rights. 77 ac. farm northern

Caroline Co. MD. Call Jim 410-482-6716.

DORCHESTER HUNT CLUB – 400±

acres. Sika, whitetail, duck, goose,

waterfront blinds, ponds, marsh,

lodge on property w/Texas Towers.

Dan @ 443-534-9690.

WATERFOWL HUNTING – Farms

and blinds available for lease or by the

day hunting on the Eastern Shore. Call

410-708-1276.

PRIVATE HUNTING CLUB MEMBER-

SHIPS available. 1200 acres Talbot,

QA Counties. Deer, turkey & water-

fowl. Impoundments, ponds, off-

shore and shore blinds, and flooded

timber. 410-708-9851.

WATERFOWL HUNTING CLUB in

Kent Co, MD is looking for new

members. Visit our website

www.rockhallgunningclub.com or

Call Phil @ 410-708-2831.

OUTFITTERS, GUIDES, GUN

CLUBS, AND HUNT CLUBS – look-

ing for affordable and accurate

insurance? Call Kiser Commercial

Agency for a quick quote at 410-

255-8100.
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WHERE TO GO FOR GOBBLERS:
Maryland’s Most Popular 

Public Lands for Spring Turkey Hunting 
(according to MD DNR)

WESTERN REGION
Area County Acres
Savage River State Forest Garrett 54,000 
Potomac State Forest Garrett 11,461 
Mount Nebo WMA Garrett 1,838 
Dan’s Mountain WMA Allegany 9,504 
Warrior Mountain WMA Allegany 4,417 
Green Ridge State Forest Allegany 44,000 
Indian Springs WMA Washington 6,705 
Sideling Hill WMA Washington 3,100 
Frederick City Watershed Frederick 7,300 
Monocacy NRMA Frederick 1,800 

CENTRAL REGION
Area County Acres 
Prettyboy Watershed Baltimore 7,380

Bow only; permit required
Liberty Watershed Baltimore 9,200 

Bow only; permit required
Hugg-Thomas WMA Howard 276

Permit required
McKee-Beshers WMA Montgomery 1,960
Seneca Creek State Park Montgomery 6,300 

Permit required

SOUTHERN REGION
Area County Acres 
Myrtle Grove WMA Charles 1,748
Chicamuxen WMA Charles 381 
Chapel point State Park Charles 600 

Daily sign-in required
Cedarville State Forest Charles 3,510 
Calvert Cliffs State Park Calvert 1,079 

550 acres open to hunting; Daily sign-in required
St. Mary’s River State Park St. Mary’s 2.450 

Daily sign-in required

EASTERN REGION
Area County Acres 
Millington WMA Kent 3,800

Daily sign-in required
Tuckahoe State Park Queen Anne’s N/A 

Daily sign-in required
Idylwild WMA Caroline 3,382
Wellington WMA Somerset 429 
LeCompte WMA Dorchester 485 
Fishing Bay WMA Dorchester 28,518

mostly marsh, but some uplands
Pocomoke State Forest Worcester 14,753

SPRING TURKEY OUTLOOK from pg. 14

Charles Green with his 22 lb. gobbler that sported an 11
3/4 in. beard and 1 in. spurs. Photo courtesy of Macrotech.
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Eichler Charter Services
“SOUTHPAW”

Sailing out of 
Kentmoor Marina
Kent Island, MD

5 minutes from Bay Bridge

Capt. Jeffrey Eichler
USCG Licensed Captain

Call for more information 
410 490-1485 or 410 827-6676

www.FishingSouthpaw.com

Mention th
is ad 

and rece
ive 

FREE 

Breakfas
t.

Great
trophy
dates

still open!

SPRING GOBBLER HEADQUARTERS

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD  21227

(410)242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
• GUNS • AMMO • CLOTHING • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES •

1957-2011 “54 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”

24 HOUR FISHING HOTLINE  (410)247-FISH

Trophy Season Opens April 16th!
ROCKFISH BLITZ!

Susquehanna Flats Catch &
Release Rockfish Now Open!

NEW! MANN’S Stretch 18s, 25s & 30s
PARACHUTE BUCKTAILS 

w/Glass Eyes, 7/0 - 8/0 - 10/0 - 12/0
NEW! Mega-Parachute w/Swing Hook & 9” Shad Body!

Tony Accetta & Crippled Alewives Trolling Spoons
9” Shad Bodies & Heads • Umbrella Rigs • Licenses

NEW! Storm 9” Shad Bodies
Leaders, Rigs, & HOW-TO INFORMATION

PENN REELS
Model     Price
309............... P.O.R.
209............... P.O.R.
320Gti...........P.O.R.
330Gti...........P.O.R.
330LD...........P.O.R.

TROLLING COMBO
• Shakespeare TWW66 3/0

20#-40# Class Rod
w/ Roller Stripper & Tip

• Penn 309 filled w/40# Test

Reg. $114.95 SALE $99.95

REMINGTON 870 Express Super Magnum 3” Turkey Shotgun
12-gauge Pump Action, 23” Barrel with turkey extra Full Rem™ Choke

Fully Camo Multi Oak Breakup Stock & Forearm... $429.95 code 5152

Remington Hevi-Shot Turkey Loads
Winchester Supreme Turkey Loads, XX Magnum 3” & 31⁄2” - #4, #5 & #6

Diaphragm, Slate & Box Calls by Quaker Boy & Penns Woods
Turkey Decoys • Camo Clothing • Headnets & Gloves • Patterning Targets

NEW! 

NEW! 7”

Umbrella
Rigs

Penn 
330 GT-2  

+ Ande 6’ Rod 
20-50 lb.

$139.95



Clays: Prime Rib & Clays….The Best of All Worlds.  Every Thursday enjoy 100
Targets and Prime Rib Dinner for $45.  Pull your own targets; be off

the course by 5:30 pm.  Reservations required the Tuesday before.  

Fishing: Now  Booking Trophy Season Fishing Charters:
full day, 8 people, $1175 includes boat with heated cabin,
latest electronics, captain, mate, all fishing equipment &

cleaning of catch;  food & beverage available upon request.  

Youth Day: Mark your calendar for our annual exciting
and hands-on Youth Day, Saturday, May 7th.  This free event is

great for youth of all ages.  Archery, Air Rifle Activities, Retriever
Dog Demonstrations, Putt Putt Golf, Game Calling Demos,

Fishing, Sporting Clays, Door Prizes, Contests & Lunch Available.  

Bachelor/Bachelorette Party Ideas:
Sporting Clay Party Bride/Groom Shoot
Free;  call for specific information.

The River Plantation

PINTAIL POINT AT

www.theriverplantation.com
410-827-7029

UPCOMING SEASONS & EVENTS:

PPuubb  SSppeecciiaallss::  EEvveerryy  TThhuurrssddaayy,,  PPrriimmee  RRiibb  &&  CCllaayyss,,  110000  ttaarrggeettss,,

QQuueeeenn--CCuutt  PPrriimmee  RRiibb,,  $$4455,,  rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss  rreeqquuiirreedd

bbyy  TTuueessddaayy;;    EEvveerryy  WWeeddnneessddaayy  $$55  BBuurrggeerrss;;    

EEvveerryy  FFrriiddaayy  BBeeeerr--BBuutttt  CChhiicckkeenn  NNiittee

SSaatt,,  AApprriill  1166 OOppeenniinngg  DDaayy  TTrroopphhyy  RRoocckk  FFiisshh  

SSuunn,,  AApprriill  2244 EEaasstteerr  SSuunnddaayy,,  EEaasstteerr  BBrruunncchh,,  rreesseerrvvaattiioonn  rreeqquuiirreedd  

SSaatt,,  AApprriill  3300 CChheessaappeeaakkee  DDuucckkss  UUnnlliimmiitteedd  TToouurrnnaammeenntt

SSaatt,,  MMaayy  77 99tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  YYoouutthh  DDaayy,,  1100  aamm  ––  33  ppmm,,  

RRaaiinn  oorr  SShhiinnee    FFRREEEE  

SSuunn,,  MMaayy  88 MMootthheerr’’ss  DDaayy

SSaatt,,  MMaayy  1144 WWyyee  RRiivveerr  UUppppeerr  SScchhooooll  TToouurrnnaammeenntt

SSaatt,,  JJuunnee  44 1111tthh  AAnnnnuuaall  OOuuttbbaacckk  SStteeaakkhhoouussee  TToouurrnnaammeenntt

Gift Certificates  •  Executive Retreats  •  Weddings  •  Accommodations • Membership


